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Hopes Fade 
For a Clean 
Hong Kong 
Transition 

Wbek of Threats Casts 
Doubts on Beijing’s 
Promises for the Future 


roar 


Even Supporters Say This Crisis 
Is the Government’s Worst Ever 


“comprehensive measures" to restore 
confidence in a once-vaunted product. 
But Tony Blair, the Labor leader. 
Even many of its sympathizers ac- called the prime minister's statement 
knowledge that Britain’s conservative “pathetic,” and demanded: “Would 
government has boxed itself into a you for once stop Hying to shirk res- 
corner over “mad cow disease” and is portability and take U.” 
now grappling with the worst political Mr. Major has given no him of bow 
crisis of its 17 years in office. he plans to deal with the crisis, al- 

The opposition Labor Party, which though it is widely expected that be will 
some say shares the blame by playing — 

on public hysteria, has lashed out at the NEWS ANALYSIS 

government for incompetence not just 

on this issue but on a series of mishaps order the slaughter of masses of suspect 
and scandals, including a recent dam- cattle — and seek compensation from 
aging report on how much it knew the £U for doing iL 
about selling weapons to Iraq before By failin g to take the “severe, dra- 
the Gulf War. coni an and desperate measures'* tie- 

in little more than a week, the furor manded by the National Fanners Uni- 
over diseased cows has ruined Bri- on, the government has lost the 
tain's beef industry, alienated millions confidence of the fanning community, 
of consumers, possibly made the gov- traditionally among its staunchest sup- 
eming Conservatives unelectable and porters. One farmer's wife said it bad 
seriously damaged Britain's standing been “inept, indecisive and flounde r- 
with its European partners. mg.” That is a view held by possibly 

Prime Minister John Major prom- 
ised Thursday that he would institute See CATTLE, Page 5 


By Barry James 

International herald Tribune 


By Kevin Murphy 


International Herald Tribune 


HONG KONG — A recent string of 
moves by China regarding Hong 
Kong's future under its rule has promp- 
ted a reassessment of the odds that the 
1997 transition will be a smooth one, 
diplomats and others said Thursday. 

The reasons behind Beijing's de- 
cisions to match hard-line rhetoric with 
measures that will substantially change 
key features of the colony's existing 
administrative and political system are 
still unclear, analysts said. 

But some of China's confidence- bat- 
tering steps are creating genuine doubt 
that it intends to comply with the spirit of 
the Chinese-British declaration, signed 
in 1984, that guaranteed Hong Kong a 
continuation of life as it knows it and a 
high degree of autonomy for SO years. 

“I have been very optimistic that 
China wouldn't do too much to disrupt 
life here.” a" senior Western diplomat 
said. “Now I have to tell people at home 
I am not sure of that at all.” 

The diplomat's concerns were re- 
pealed by local officials as they tried to 
make sense of perhaps the most wor- 
rying week for Hong Kong’s confidence 
since the violence in Tiananmen Square 
in June 1989. 

Etienne Reuter, tire senior European 
Union representative here, said: “These 
are had vibrations at a time when we need 
to bolster the confidence of the people of 
ence by events in Bosnia, since die talks will not Hong Kong and the international busi- 
Thai question threatens to make the conference conclude until the middle of next year. Whether or ness community. In this context these 
;enda look almost irrelevant, said Dick Spring, not European forces stay on the ground in Bosnia steps are a public relations disaster.” 

There is no suggestion that a less- 
than-smooth transition will lead to un- 
rest or violence. Rather, the mood here 
seems to be fear that autocratic rule will 
spark an exodus of capital and key ele- 
ments of the managerial middle class, 
many of whom hold visas. 

Chi Sunday, as Taiwan celebrated its 
first presidential elections and China 
ended military maneuvers that sought to 
sway the result, an official Chinese ad- 
visory committee confirmed Beijing’s 
long-standing threat to abolish Hong 
Kong's first fully elected legislature. 

Beijing, the committee said, will re- 
place it with one featuring sitting, pro- 
China legislators and other loyalists, 
who would probably be drawn from the 
local business community. 

One dissenter among the J50 mem- 
bers of the Preparatory Committee. Fre- 
derick Fung, a local legislator, voted 
against the plan. He was then stripped of 
future rights as a member of the group. 

A senior foreign diplomat said: “It's 
hard to say one is surprised. China’s been 
talking a lot about abolishing the le- 
gislature, it made clear its anger over 
changes that were made to iL” He was 
referring to electoral reforms advocated 
by Governor Chris Patten that were bil- 

See HONG KONG, Page 10 


Mr. Major vowing to Parliament on Thursday that the government would restore confidence in British beef. Beef prices fall across Europe • Britain bans the sale of older rows. Page 5. 


terviews. The most probable reforms, outlined in a calling the French-German plan “the least com- Hans van den Broek. EU commissioner for 
French-German proposal last month, include die mon denominator.” external affairs, said: “The Europeans must be 

creation of a common planning unit and the naming That denominator, moreover, is woefully in- able to take more responsibility. It is not healthy if 

As European Union leaders prepared to open a of a foreign policy czar to give Europe a more adequate to deal with the policy bomb ticking away the Americans more or less determine what the 

constitutional conference Friday that is aimed at coherent voice in international affairs. on Europe's doorstep: What to do if the United departure date is.” 

making Europe a credibfefoTce on the global stage. But the changes are unlikely to dilute the ability States pulls its troops out of Bosnia in December Ministers caution against judging the confer- 

T r the mood of the bloc’s own foreign ministers was of national capitals to veto common EU action, without a durable peace in place? 

J clearly apprehensive. They also fail to resolve major differences on 

• Far from moving toward quick and decisive ac- defense strategy among Germany. France and Bri- agenda look almost irrelevant, said Dick Spring, 

; j. M tion. the EU'sintergaveotmenlal conference m Tin- - tain, the bloc’s three leading powers. the Irish foreign minister, who will be chairman of 

i'; 1 in appears likely to agree on halfway measures that Werner Hoyer, the deputy foreign minister who the conference in the second half of this year. 

offer modest imfKiawma^ in deosicB>miaking bar will negotiate for Beam at the .conference, ac- “The size of the task is gargantuan, and we’re 
K ..fell for short of tackling Europe’s most urgent chat-- knowledged the difficulty of melding Europe's not even one 10th of the way to restoring nor- 

B 1 ’ ledges, die foreign inmates acknowledged m in- varied foreign policy traditions and priorities by mality.” Mr. Spring said. 


By Tom Bueride 


U.S. Offers Aid 
To Palestinians 


Rival Claims in East Asia 

Accord’s Intent Is Being Thrown 


WASHINGTON (Reuters) — Sec- 
retary of State Warren M. Christopher 
opened an anti-terrorism conference 
here Thursday by announcing a plan to 
help Palestinians adversely affected 
by the Hamas suicide bombing attacks 
against Israel. 

He said the plan would include an 
emergency jobs program in die 
Palestinian self-ruled areas of the 
West Bank and Gaza and increase 
trade between those areas and Israel, 
Jordan and Egypt “We must find 
ways to support the Palestinian people 
as they, too, suffer the consequences 
of the Hamas bombings,” Mr. Chris- 
topher said. 

Japan Kingmaker Dies 


- ourse 


about sovereignty over resources worth 
many billions of dollars that govern- 
ments and investors regard as vital, and 
SINGAPORE — Nearly 18 months constraints over military movements 
after an international treaty governing that both regional countries and outside 
use of. the sea and seabed came into powers consider equally important,” 
force, countries in East Asia are worried said a Southeast Asian official 
fo ar, far from settling all maritime dis- The treaty, known as the United Na- 
putes. it is helping to revive dormant tions Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
conflicts and create new ones. lays down guidelines for resolving dif- 

At stake are-nationai rights to vain- fereaces between ratifying states. It 
able offshore oil, gas, fisheries and other took effect in November 1994 and ap- 
natural resources, as well as strategic plies to all 85 nations that have ratified 

controls over the free passage of foreign iL ' __ 

warships and military aircraft. • • But the complicated offshore geo- 

- Analysts said that sensitive negoti- graphy of East Asia, compounded by 
ations between the United States and increasing nationalism and military 
Indonesia on naval passage that resumed power in the region, make it difficult to 
in Jakartaon Thursday, and the reopen- settle differences in the way the framers 
mg last month ofa dispute between Japan of the convention intended. 

and Sooth Korea over ownership of Sam Bateman, a retired Australian 

rocky islets in the sea between the two Navy office Jo is now director of the 

countries, were initial signs of future Center Ttime Policy at the Uni- 


By Michael Richardson 


Alcatel’s Loss 
Is Bad, but Not 
For Stock Price 


Shin Kanemara, the disgraced polit- 
ical godfather of postwar Japanese 
politics, died Thursday at 81 in a Tokyo 
suburb. In his long career he never held 

a tide higher than deputy prime minister 
and vice president of the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party, but he was for long Japan’s 
most powerful politician. (Page 2) 
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Prisoners in Romania's Cribs 


Special to the Herald Tribune 
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Congress Passes Line-Item BiU 


PARIS — Alcatel Alsthom, France’s 
founh-largest industrial conglomerate, 
announced the biggest loss in French 
corporate history Thursday as the costs 
of its massive restructuring plan became 
clear. 

Alcatel, which has a leading position 
in activities ranging from telecommu- 
nications to high-speed trains, said it 
posted a net attributable loss of 25.6 
billion French francs ($5.05 billion). It 
bad posted a profit of 3.6 billion francs 
in 1994. 

There was little surprise at the huge 
losses. Alcatel’s chairman. Serge Tch- 
uruk, had warned of major restructuring 
costs in September, shortly after he took 
the helm at the company. 

“The loss was predicted in Septem- 
ber and was accounted for in the share 
price.” said Christopher Tucker, a tele- 
communications analyst at Paribas Cap- 
ital Markets in London. 

“Actually, there’s relief that Tchuruk 
is coming to grips with the restructuring 
program.’ ’ 

After the company said restructuring 
costs amounted to 13.4 billion francs 
and ai the same time wrote down 13.5 
billion francs in goodwill, the Paris 
stock exchange applauded Alcatel’s 
tough line, driving- foe company’s 
shares up 4.6 percent, to 454.80 francs. 

Analysts said die company was on the 

See ALCATEL, Page 10 
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In Rugby’s Racial Scrum, Springboks Face Defeat 
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Abandoned Children / Prisoners in Their Cribs 


In Romania, They Are Orphans of Policy 


In Latvia and Estonia, )(."• 
A Cry of Westward Ho! *: 


By Jane Perlez 


B UCHAREST — Last month. Aura Cretu 
gave birth to an underweight but healthy 
boy. She called him Victor, after her fath- 
er. and then Gold the nurses that she could 
not afford to take him home and that he should be 
sent to an orphanage. 

The other day, Mrs. Cretu, 27. who already has 
two children, 10 and 3, went to the maternity ward to 
see her new son before he was dispatched to a crib at 
Orphanage No. 1 in Bucharest. 

From a distance of rive meters, a stem matron 
held up the fair-haired baby for Mrs. Cretu to see. 
then slammed the door, all gestures indicating that 
cherubic Victor was now with the state. 

' 'What am l to do?” the crestfallen mother asked 
as she cadged a cigarette from a man in the hospital 
corridor. *‘I have no job, I live with 10 people in two 
rooms and my husband has left.” 

Six years after the fall of Nicolae Ceausescu, 
whose Communist government operated under the 
philosophy that children were better off in the mean 
conditions of state-run institutions than in the care of 
impoverished families, Romania's orphanages are 
as full now as they were then, even though con- 
traception and abortion have since become iegai. 

When Mr. Ceausescu was deposed, the world 
learned of die orphanages, which in 1990 held, among 
thousands of children, an estimated 3,000 infected 
with HIV. the virus that causes AIDS. 

Western aid agencies poured in here in the early 
1990s to improve the miserable lives of abandoned 
children. Today they say they have failed, except in 
some of the basics like new paint and better heat- 
ing. 

Surprisingly, perhaps, the agencies say they have 
had better luck with the AIDS children, who are still 
arriving in orphanages but in smaller numbers. 
Most of the AIDS babies have been placed in group 
homes established by Western agencies. Some have 
been taken into foster families; a handful have been 
adopted. 

Along with international agencies came West- 
erners who wanted to adopt abandoned children. 
They learned that the process was fraught with 
complications, including profiteering "adoption 
agents.” 

Many agencies that came in after 1990 have 
pulled out m the last year, repudiated, they say. by a 
government that has refused to tackle the fun- 
damental problems that cause the abandonment of 
children like the month-old Victor. 

"There are so many abandoned children because 
there is no social policy by the government for 
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Mrs, Cretu at home with her sons 
Julian, 3, and Florian, 10. She left 
her newborn, Hetor, at an orphanage. 


parents to keep their children.’ ' said Marie-Therese 
Siessens. who headed the effort in Romania's 


Siessens, who headed the effort in Romania's 
orphanages by the organization Doctors Without 
Borders. “The government hasn't trained any so- 
cial workers to encourage families to take their 
children home or take them back after they have 
been in an institution for a while. ’ ' 

Doctors Without Borders, one of the first agen- 
cies to work in post-Communist Romania, left last 
year rather than abet what it considered the in- 
tolerable government policy of perpetuating in- 
stitutional custody for children. Miss Siessens saicL 
Efforts by her agency to encourage nurses and 
attendants in the orphanages to hold the children 
and give them affection were unsuccessful, she 
said. 

Instead, the children are left as they were during 
the Ceausescu era, prisoners in their cribs. Ro- 


manian orphans, it is estimated, receive five to six 
minuses of attention a day. Attendants still loll in the 
corridors, smoking and drinking coffee, leaving the 
children to rock in their cots. 

As a result of their troubled early lives, l in 10 of 
the children will finish life in a psychiatric in- 
stitution, and all will suffer severe trauma. Doctors 
Without Borders said in its farewell report 

Figures released by the government show that 
after reaching a low of about 80,000 institution- 
alized children in 1993. the number increased to 
104.000 last year, about the same number as in 
1989. That is three times as many orphans as in 
Poland — a country of 40 million, twice the pop- 
ulation of Romania. 

The government argues that die orphanages are 
bursting again, because, as Romania makes the 
transition from a harsh communism to its own brand 
of harsh capitalism, poverty among the vulnerable 
has increased. 

Few disagree. But Western aid workers argue 
that it would not only be more humane but would 
also save money if the government disbanded many 
orphanages and instead gave single mothers like 
Mis. Cretu incentives to take their newborns 
home. 

Birth control, banned under Mr. Ceausescu. is 
available but is too expensive for most parents. 
Abortions are now legal and cost only $2, but most 
doctors will not perform them without bribes or 
gifts. In many instances, carrying a baby to term is 
the least expensive option. 

Unlike many mothers who leave their infanis 
immediately after they are born, Mrs. Cretu seemed 
tom. even somewhat guilty, about giving her son 
away. 

“It would be much better if he could be at home, 
and if my husband were here.” she said. Knowing 


she would not be able to afford a third child, she 
considered an abortion. “But it is better to give 
birth,” she said. 

As a single mother with two children, Mrs. Cretu 
is entitled to a monthly government allowance 
equivalent to $25. She cannot afford day care for 
Julian, her 3-year-old, at $10 a month, so she stays 
home to care for him instead of going to work as a 
building superintendent. 

The monthly handout disappears on meager 
amounts of food. Daily. Mrs. Cretu goes to the 
nearby market and picks up two loaves of bread for 
dinner, several pounds of potatoes, sometimes some 
beans, sometimes some sugar. Even with the help of 
her parents' pensions, there is nothing left for the 
milk she would need to feed Victor. 


RICA, Latvia — For anyone who has 
bees around a bit in the former Soviet 
Union — and has gotten used to the 
rtartlc rh iH of provincial airports with 
their slippery floors, broken tights, 
cracked windows and crowds of taxi 
drivers elbowing fares toward jalopies 
— Riga’s Udosta Airport is a stunner. 

It is so clean it sparkles. 

There are car rental counters. 

A taxi dispatcher wears a tie and 
Speaks English. 

An orderly line of polished - new 
French and German cabs stretches out- 
side. . ^ 

One cabdriver, listening to the Doors 
on die radio, misses Shell stations and 
new office blindings before delivering' 
bis fare to this Latvian capital's cobble- 
stoned central square, where a McDon- 
ald's is doing a brisk business serving 
fashionably dressed teenagers. 

“The airport pretty nicely symbol- 
izes wbat's been going on in Riga for the 
past few years, said Kariis Straps, a 
Latvian- American talk show host and 
journalist here. 

What has been going on in Latvia and 
its smaller neighbor to the north, Estonia, 
is a transformation without p&afiel in the 
former Soviet Union. More than any oth- 
er cranny of the collapsed empire, these 
two Baltic republics are shedding their 
Soviet skms and leaping into Europe’s 
embrace with astonishing speed. 

Both countries like to think of the 
evolution more as homecoming than de- 
parture. Both have capitals nearer to 
Stockholm than to Moscow. And while 
each was part of the Russian Empire, they 
gained independence after the 1917 
Bolshevik revolution and kept it for the 
iod between the two world wars. 


ister now serving as Latvia s foreign 
minister, says he has made more nran 20 
official trips to Western Europe m the 
last few years. Asked bow often be has 
visited Moscow, be thought fo rawhfl e. 

“Twice, I dunk,” he said, beaming. 

In both countries, though more dra- 
matically in Estonia, trade mid invest- 
ment in timber, textiles and tounsmtfaat 
used to be dominated by Russia nave 
been redirected to die Brest, especially 
Sweden and Finland. The only people 
lining up on the streets are at automatic 
cash machines. 

Students have ditched Their Russian 
textbooks and are studying English. Na- 
tional television stations are consider- 
ing dropping their broadcasts of the 
tnqm Russian state channel. While West 
E ppw ftms and Americans are admitted 
hassle-free at the borders, Russians are 
welcome only with invitations and visas 
granted in Moscow or St. Petersburg. 

“Up until World War II we were 
undoubtedly one of the richest Euro- 
pean cQiflTtries , with one of the highest 
standards of living,” said Andris Skele, 
the new Latvian prime minister. 
“People did sot forget this standard of 
living. The West forgot us» We’re hop- 
ing now lobe able to remind them.” 

Mr. Bixkavs said: “We must have 
good relations with Russia. But the ab- 
solutely dear goal is to be integrated 
into Europe.' ’ 

The Western reorientation has not 
come without bumps along the way. 
Moscow, still smarting from its lost 
empire, has responded to the little na- 
tions’ prickly sovereignty by threaten- 
ing what may happen if they go too 
far. 

As elsewhere in the former Soviet 
Union, ekieriy people and fanners have 
been largely left oat of whatever benefits 
the new market economies have pro- 


W ESTERN aid agencies still working in 
Romania say they have dropped the 
idea of trying to change the orphanages 
into gentler places. Rather, they are 
looking into shelters where pregnant women can be 
counseled on ways to keep their babies. Temporary 
foster care and adoption within Romanian families 
also is being encouraged. 

The best way is to keep the newborns out of the 
orphanages. 

“We hope, by offering social services and shelters 
to pregnant women, we will decrease the number of 
unnecessarily abandoned children,” said Kelley Mc- 
Creery, a project director of Holt International, a 
children's services agency based in Oregon that 
works in Romania. “And we hope the government 
will see the benefit of alternative prog ram s like foster 
care and domestic adoption.” 

But the government continues to stick to its old 
ways, declaring at an international conference in 
Bucharest in November that the alternatives pro- 
posed by the Western agencies are beyond Ro- 
mania’s means. 

Like some moihers, Mrs. Cretu has kept the door 
open to taking Victor back when be is older and. she 
hopes, she is not so poor. 

Many mothers make such promises. Few keep 
them. 


lowed them in a deal with Germany. 

Most Latvians and Estonians regard 
die half-century under Soviet rule as a 
time of bitter subjugation that inter- 
rupted their natural ties with Europe. 
Together with their Baltic neighbor, 
Lith uania, the two countries led the 
charge for independence when the So- 
viet Union was coining apart at the 
seams early in this decade. Now, 
through fits and starts, the tendency in 
Estonia and Latvia is to forget tire past 
and move beyond it, not to struggle with 
it as so many other former Soviet states 
are doing. 

More than 110 flights a week go west 
to Europe from the airport in Tallinn, the 
Estonian capital. Just four go to Mos- 
cow, and often they are empty. 

In Riga, the national opera house has 
been handsomely refurbished. Despite a 
sluggish economy, stylish new shoe 
stores and 24-hour convenience stores 


people who have abandoned their fields. 

The economic hardships have been 
particularly painful far Latvians, more 
than a quarter of whom are retirees trim 
depend on their pensions to live. For 
titan, the vaunted turn to Europe, rapid 
privatization, a stable currency and pro- 


jected growth rates are empty piomises. 
Most retirees have troubles making ends 
meet, and another third of the pop- 
ulation — the middle-aged, the rural, 
the less-educated — has httle in the way 
of disposable income. 

. What is striking in both Estonia and 
Latvia, and what sets them apart from 
most other fanner Soviet states, is the 
degree ofconsensus among many politi- 
cians and votss. That consensus holds f 
that the two countries must press for- 
ward with tight budgets, free- market 
reforms and privatization, and integrate 
themselves into European economic and 
security structures as fast as possible. 

There is little of the soul-searching, 
little of the talk of a “third way” be- 
tween socialism and capitalism that is 
common in other parts of the former 
Soviet Union. 


are popping up. The sprawling municipal 
market may be the best-stocked any- 
where in the former Soviet Union; fish 
and dairy products are abundant, and 
more than 20 kinds of bread are sold. 

Valdis Birkavs, a former prime min- 
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TOKYO — Shin Kane- 
maru, 81. the disgraced king- 
maker who epitomized a cor- 
rupt back-room style of 
Japanese politics that many 
Japanese hope is now ending, 
died Thursday morning at tes 
home in Shiran echo, north- 
west of Tokyo. He succumbed 
to a stroke stemming from 
diabetes, his family said. 

Mr. Kanemaru held no tide 
higher than deputy prime 
minister and vice president of 
the Liberal Democratic Party, 
which governed Japan for 
most of the period since 
World War H, But until his 
downfall for accepting bribes 
a few years ago, he was con- 
sidered Japan's most power- 
ful politician, effectively able 
to anoint and dismiss prime 
ministers. 

Public revulsion at disclos- 
ures that he had amassed a 
fortune from illicit political 
donations brought the Liberal 
Democrats’ fall from power 


in 1993 after 38 years in of- 
fice and set off a realignment 
of Japanese politics that is 
still under way. 

Particularly shocking was 
that investigators raided Mr. 
Kanemam’s home and office 
and found hundreds of kilo- 
grams of gold bars and about 
$50 million in cash and se- 
curities. 

Mr. Kanemaru resigned 
from his party post and from 
Parliament in 1992 after ad- 


mitting that he bad accepted 
about $4 million in bnbes 


about $4 million in bribes 
from a trucking company. He 
was indicted in March 1993 
for evading millions of dol- 
lars of taxes from the dona- 
tions. But his trial was sus- 
pended this month, 
apparently because of his de- 
clining health; he was almost 
blind from diabetes. 


his hand at writing that he wear 
on to a long career as a Hol- 
lywood writer and television 
producer, died of a heart attack 
Sunday at his home in Los 
Angeles, collapsing in the 
arms of his wife. 

His first screenplay, for the 
1951 movie. “Here Comes 
the Groom,” earned an 
Academy Award nomination, 
and his first play. “The Re- 
markable Mr. Pennypacker,” 
starring Burgess Meredith in a 
role reprised for the movies by 
Clifton Webb, was a Broad- 
way hit in 1954. Among his 
many later Hollywood credits 
are “Chain Lightning,” 
“Diplomatic Courier,” 
"Young at Heart,” “Ele- 
phant Walk.’* "Trapeze. ’ 
“The Great Imposter” and 
“The Devil at 4 O’Clock." 


Liam O'Brien, 83, 
Hollywood Screenwriter 

New York Times Service 

Liam O’Brien. 83. a one- 
time labor organizer who was 
such a success when he tried 


Mike Roy, 75, whose car- 
toon “The Saint” was pub- 
lished by The Washington 
Post and the New York Her- 
ald Tribune in foe 1940s, died 
of cancer Monday in Spring- 
field, Virginia. 


New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — As the Hyakutake comet 
streaks closer to the wanning sun, there are signs 
that one or more chunks may have broken loose 
from its snowball nucleus. Already the brightest 
comet in 20 years, Hyakutake ought became 
truly spectacular if its nucleus should disin- 
tegrate in the next few weeks. 

Francois Colas at the Pic du Midi Observatory 
in the Pyrenees of France reported Wednesday 
that he had observed two “condensations,” or 
bright blips, in the comet's dust taiL 

They appear to have resulted from the break- 
ing off of fragments of the cometary nucleus — 
fragments Chat are emitting l umino us gas anH 
dust tike miniature comets. 

Mr. Colas calculated that one of the fragments 
was moving away from the nucleus at a speed of 
about 40 feet a second ( 12 meters a second). 

Richard West of foe European Southern Ob- 
servatory. who discovered foe last bright comet 
(named comet West in his honor) in 1976, said the 
Pic du Midi observations did not necessarily imply 
that the Hyakutake comet was breaking up, 

“These condensations are much fainter than 
die central one in which the cometary nucleus is 
si mated,” Mr. West said, “and it must be as- 
sumed that they surround small, icy fragments 
only.” 

The comet, discovered oo Jan. 30, made its 
closest approach to Earth on Sunday. 


IMPERIAL, Pennsylvania (AP) — Changes are in store for the radar at 
Pittsburgh International Airport, where screens went blank fra: the ninth 
time in six months, forcing controflsrsto divert more than 100 flights. 

No accidents were reported from' the failure Wednesday of the 
primary and backup systems. A spokesman for the Federal Aviation 
Administration saiathat a “power conditioner’’ would be installed and 
that a second power line was being considered fo avoid outages. 

In Los Angeles, a 15-tninure radio outage resulted in a near collision 
Wednesday between two commercial jets that were about to land. 
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Getting More Out of the Eiffel Tower 



PARIS (AFP) : — Paris authorities are studying plans for an un- 
derground gallery including restaurants, a movie theater and shops to be 
built beneath the Eiffel Tower, a newspaper report said Thursday. 

New exhibitions and a restaurant offering regional French cuisine 
have been proposed for foe upper levels, Le Figaro report e d. . 
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Taiwan Inaugurates Rapid Transit 

T ATPFiy AFP^ — *T aio/un lnQiirvmmta^l C - i 4- 




TAIPEI 
transit se.j 
Taipei ref 
The ait 

20.000 pej 


I — Taiwan inaugurated foe capital's first mass rapid- 
fjursday, putting an pod to eight years of waiting by 


mar ^-kilometer (6-5-mile) line carried more than £ , 
otesaylighr hours, transit officials said. ■ 


Florida to Fund High-Speed Trains 

ORLANDO. Florida (NYT) — - Florida’s Department of Trans- 
portation bas promised $2.1 billion to ease congestion on the state's 
highways and runways by initiating high-speed Crain service. 

Mtami-Oriando service would begin in 2004. with Orlando-Tampa 
service starting two years later. 
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THE AMERICAS 


Yes, but Who Is Carl Owenby Jr. ? 


By Joel Achenbach 

Was&KgUM Pox Service 

PHILADELPHIA . — 

Ross Perot is back. He’s ex- 
actly die same. He still has 
the mffitaiy -posture ami he 
still .seems annoyed about 
something. He’s not any 
taller and not any prettier. 
He remains, as ever, an odd 
ctanbftEriian of attractive 

and repulsive: an ornery 
tittie mao with an infectious 
can-do spirit. His voice is 
keyed- lngh, twangy as a 
banjo,". . 

He has die talent of sound- 
ing specific even as he 
speaks in generalities. You 
have to listen closely. Of 
NAFTA and GATT be said: 
"l -am for intelligent, fair 
trade. I am not for stupid 
trade.” The distinction he'll 
reveal somewhere down the 
road, maybe. 

He speaks of things like 
Medicare as if (hey were any 
other consumer product: 
"Nobody ever optimized, 
tested and debugged it be- 
fore .they mass-produced 
h.” 

He says that if he were in 
charge of reforming the 
Medicare health insurance 
for the elderly he’d appoint a 
cobbler to the review panel. 
Someone who makes shoes. 
Because the cobbler would 
understand that "one shoe 
will not fit every foot” Mr. 
Perot believes in the power 
of metaphors. 

He frequently endorses 
the idea of "carefully, lo- 
gically and rationally” solv- 
ing the nation's problems. 
At the same time, he has not 
dispelled from the national 
discourse the idea that he, 
personally, is — m tire 
words of die Republican 
guru William Kristol — 
"not an entirely sane indi- 
vidual.” - 

At the least he is “col- 
otfril.” 

Mir. Perot recently has 
complained about the way 
his opponents “planted" the 
idea (^propaganda,” as he 
puts it) that he couldn’t win 
tire 1992 election. He says 
exit polls show that if people 
had voted then consciences, 
he would have won. 

"Urey are planting tire 
same, propaganda this time 
around, and the American., 
people want to bet on a winr 
ner, right?” he fold Lany 
King, the television talk 
show interviewer, the other 
day. 

Ibis time his strategy is 
different. Mr. Perot says 62 
percent of the American 
people want a new party, and 
he's determined to give 
them one. He’s trying to get 
the Reform Party on the bal- 
lot in all 50 states. 

Keeping track of Mr. 



On C*nlott/!W 4wnriHrU Prm 

Mr. Perot heading a drive to get the Reform Party on the November ballot 


Perot’s organizations has 
become difficult: The Re- 
form Party is as entirely dif- 
ferent organization than the 
nonpartisan United We 
Stand group that was itself 
an offshoot of Mr. Perot's 
1992 presidential campaign, 
during which his supporters 
woe just labeled Pcrotistas. 

In early September, Mr. 
Perot plans to hold a cyber* 
convention, an electronic 
linkage between a small cen- 
tral gathering and satellite 
meetings in towns across 
America, at which the Re- 
form Party will pick its can- 
didate. The catch is, most 
major political figures in 
America are already allied 
with one of the two existing 
major parties. The only per- 
son widely known to be a 
member of tire Reform Party 
is Ross Perot. 


At a meeting here in Phil- 
adelphia, every member of 
the audience was given a 
mustard-colored Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania 
“Nomination Paper" in 
which the Reform Party’s 
candidate for president was 
listed quite clearly as Ross 
Perot of Dallas, Texas. In the 
vice president slot: Carl 
.Ovfcaiby Jh.of Quincy, Flor- 
ida, whose occupation is lis- 
ted as "computer consult- 
ant.”. 

A man in the audience 
asked Mr. Perot about Can- 
didate Owenby. “I don’t 
know who he is," said the 
questioner flatly. 

Mr. Perot gave a long an- 
swer about the technicalities 
involved in establishing a 
new political party. "I am a 
stand-in candidate for the 
pany,” Mr. Perot explained. 


He never said a word about 
the identity of Carl Owenby 
Jr. 

“My dream is to go back 
to work. I don’t want any- 
thing," Mr. Perot said. “I'm 
die luckiest man in this 
country. I was born in very 
modest circumstances. Fma 
nobody from nowhere.” 

The point being, he 
doesn't need to run for pres- 
ident as an ego thing. Life as 
a billionaire is good 
enough. 

Except . . . billionaires are 
a restless bunch. A supporter 
came to tire dais carrying a 
Perot for President button. It 
was an old erne, from four 
years ago. He asked Mr. 
Perot to sign it. 

“Will you put a year on 
that, please?” the man 
asked. Mr. Perot wrote: 
"96.” 


POLITICAL NOTES 


Form Bill Is Cleared 


WASHINGTON — The Senate passed 
farm legislation Thursday that would end 
price-based subsidies and government 
planting controls that have been the basis of 
farm policy since the Depression. 

The Senate passed the measure by a 74- 
io-26 vote ana sent it to the House, where 
quick approval was expected. President Bill 
Clinton has voiced “very serious reser- 
vations" about the bill, but has said be 
would sign it. 

The House-Senate compromise bill, 
which also covers nutrition and conser- 
vation programs, dairy product manage- 
ment and peanut quotas, has traveled along, 
slow road through Congress. 

But there was a sense of urgency to get it 

passed this weedt, with Congress set to leave 
for a two- week recess and Midwestern 
farmers anxious to know government 
policy as they prepare for spring planting 

Dole Calls for Unify 

WASHINGTON — The Senate majority 
leader. Bob Dole of Kansas, led a Re- 
publican congressional rally far presiden- 
tial camp ai gn unity on Thursday and urged 
Patrick 5. Buchanan and Ross Perot to aban- 
don any thoughts of third-party chal- 
lenges. 

At an assembly of a few hundred House 
of Representatives and Senate backers, Mr. 
Dole called on Mr. Buchanan to join his 
fight to unseat Mr. CHntoa and said the 
Republicans would bring about the reforms 
sought by Mr. Perot 

"I really believe we've been the party of 
change, and I’ve been saying — so that 
Ross Perot, for example, might hear us — 
tha t we are the reform party,” Mr. Dole 
said. 


Mr. Buchanan, the conservative pro- 
ponent of economic nationalism and Chris- 
tian moral values, is Mr. Dole's last real 
at for a nomination that everyone, 
_l Mr. Buchanan, now concedes the 
Kansas senator has locked up. (Reuters) 

Initiative on Crime 

WASHINGTON — Tiying to establish 
his credentials as a crime- tighter in an elec- 
tion year, Mr. Clinton cleared the way for a 
crackdown on crime aimed at protecting the 
3 million people who live in low-income 
apartments. 

Mr. Clinton directed. the housing and 
urban development secretary, Henry Cis- 
neros, to issue new guidelines to the coun- 
try's 3,400 public housing authorities on the 
policy known as “one strike and you’re 
out." 

Under the policy, public housing op- 
erators may amend leases to say they can be 
terminated and the residents evicted when a 
tenant, any member of the tenant's house- 
hold or a guest engages in drug dealing or 
other criminal activities. 

“This policy today is a clear signal to 
drug dealers and to gangs: If you break the 
law, you no longer have a home in public 
housing. One strike and you’re out," Mr. 
Clinton told a signing ceremony in the Old 
Executive Office Building. (Reuters) 

Quote /Unquote 

Christine Todd Whitman, governor of 
New Jersey, widely discussed as a possible 
running mate for Bob Dole, after telling the 
senator that she was definitely not inter- 
ested in the vice presidential nomination; 
“I am not going to be on any ticket in 1 996. 
I wanted him to understand I was serious 
about what I said about wanting to stay 
governor of the state of New Jer- 
sey.” (AP) 


Perry Is Forceful 
On Reply to Any 
Chemical Attack 

Reuters 

WASHINGTON — De- 
fense Secretary William I. 
Perry, countering claims that 
a new chemical weapons 
treaty would weaken Amer- 
ica, said Thursday that Wash- 
ington would use “over- 
whelming and devastating” 
force if necessary to respond 
ro a chemical attack. 

As part of a new effort by 
die Clinton administration to 
persuade the Senate to ratify a 
global treaty banning chem- 
ical arms, Mr. Perry told a key 
Senate panel that the ability to 
retaliate with chemical 
weapons was "no longer a 
necessary element in coun- 
tering chemical weapons." 

He was testifying before 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. Its chairman, 
Jesse Helms, Republican of 
North Carolina, is a strong 
opponent of die 1993 treaty. 

“We have an effective 
range of alternative capabil- 
ities to deter or retaliate, * Mr. 
Perry said. ‘The whole range 
would be considered." 

“We have conventional 
weapons, also advanced con- 
ventional weapons — preci- 
sion-guided munitions, 
Tomahawk land-attack mis- 
siles — and then we have 
nuclear weapons. * * 

He added: “If any country 
were foolish enough to use 
chemical weapons against the 
United States, the response 
would be absolutely over- 
whelming and devastating." 


A way From Politics 

• The Atlantis astronauts clasped 
hands and exchanged bear hugs with 
the crew of Russia s Mir space station 
as they prepared to leave. "We’re, go- 
ing to miss them," scud the shuttle 
commander, Kevin Chilton. The Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Admin- 
istration, meanwhile, ordered the At- 
lantis home Saturday, a day earlier than 


planned, because bad weather condi- 
tions were forecast. f AP) 

• Much of the northern and eastern 
tier of the United Stares experienced 
record or near-record snowfall and ex- 
treme cold this winter, the National 
Weather Service reported in its sea- 
sonal wrapup. Much of the areas re- 
ceived 150 ro 350 percent of normal 
snowfall. And 15 major cities set all- 
time seasonal snowfall records, ac- 


cording to the weather service. (AP) 

• The number of new legal immig- 
rants ro die United Stales declined for 
the fourth straight year in 1995. ac- 
cording to the Immigration and Nat- 
uralization Service. The statistics show 
720,461 legal immigrants admitted in 
fiscal 1995, a 10.4 percent decrease 
from 1994 and a 20 percent decline 
from 1993. A drop in employment 
visas was the biggest factor. (AP) 


By Jerry Gray 

Sew York Times Srrxyce 

WASHINGTON — Des- 
pite the objections of some 
judges and me reservations of 
many of its own members, toe 
House voted Thursday to give 
the president expanded control 
over spending decisions, 
agreeing with the Sense that it 
was necessary to cede the 
power to the executive branch 
to help balance the federal 
budget. 

But in a legislative man- 
euver that seemed to leave 
even the House parliament- 
arian confused at times, the 
House voted to detach toe 
measure from three others 
with which it had been 
linked. 

House Republicans were 
calling thepackage of bills toe 
Contract with America Ad- 
vancement Act. a reference to 
their 1994 campaign mani- 
festo, much of which they 
have been unable to enact 

[Working against a mid- 
night Friday deadline, toe 
House also adopted legisla- 
tion averting a first-ever fed- 
eral default. The Associated 
Press reported. The law- 


makers were also struggling 
to draft a compromise on a 
second measure preventing 
another partial government 
shutdown. 

[The House voted. 328 to 
91. to extend federal borrow- 
ing authority through 
September 1997. The meas- 
ure raised the federal govern- 
ment's borrowing limit to 
SS.5 trillion, a S600 billion 
increase over toe current 
level. Without the extension, 
the government’s borrowing 
authority is to expire at mid- 
night Friday. 

[President Bill Clinton has 
said he will sign both meas- 
ures.! 

The line-item veto giving 
toe president expanded power 
over the federal purse strings 
was one of the 10 points of the 
Contract With America. The 
House approved two other 
Contract With America items 
Thursday, one to increase the 
amount of money Social Se- 
curity recipients can earn be- 
fore losing benefits and an- 
other allowing small 
businesses to challenge certain 
federal regulations in court 

“The Contract With 
America is alive and well," 


said Representative Tom 
DeLay of Texas, the Repub- 
lican majority whip. 

The House vote on the so- 
called line-item veto bill, 
which followed Senate ap- 
proval by a day. would shift to 
the executive branch certain 
powers over the federal purse 
that the legislative branch had 
jealously guarded since the 
founding of the country. 

The Judicial Council, the 
lization that represents 
judges, has written to 
members of Congress saying 
the veto proposal might prove 
unconstitutional because, 
among other things, it would 
give the executive branch 
control over the budget of the 
judicial branch and influence 
its operations. Many mem- 
bers of Congress were 
equally concerned that the le- 
gislation. no matter how mod- 
est, would tilt the balance of 
power to the president. 

But, brushing aside those 
protests, members of the Re- 
publican majority in toe House 
argued that the legislation was 
needed to allow the president 
to root out pork-barrel projects 
and to help the federal gov- 
ernment move toward a bal- 


anced budget 

The legislation would grant 
the president a version of line- 
item veto authority beginning 
Jan. 1. It would allow the 
president to strike individual 
items in spending bills, any 
new entitlement increases, 
and any special tax benefit 
affecting 100 people or less. 

The legislation has a so- 
called sunset clause, which 
grants the tine-item veto to 
the president for eight years, 
after which Congress would 
have to decide whether to ex- 
tend the authority. 

The line-item veto and the 
proposal to raise the debt-lim- 
it were part of a four-bill 
package approved in the 
House by a 232-to-177 vote. 

Another part of the pack- 
age would raise the earnings 
limit for some retirees before 
their Social Security retire- 
ment benefits are reduced. 
Under current regulations. 
Social Security recipients be- 
tween the ages" of 65 to 69 lose 
$1 in benefits for every $3 
they earn above about 
514,000 a year. The legisla- 
tion approved Thursday 
would raise that earnings ceil- 
ing to $30,000 by 2002. 


Clinton Will Veto Curb on Abortion 


reutersRevters 

WASHINGTON — President Bill 
Clinton will veto a bill passed by Con- 
gress that would outlaw a certain type of 
late-term abortion, the White House 
spokesman, Michael McCuiry. said 
Thursday. 

“It brings unnecessary intrusion by the 
federal government into toe life and 
health of a mother, of a woman, at what is 
obviously a painful moment." Mr. Me- 
Curry said. 

The legislation, passed by the House 
cm Wednesday night by a vote of 286 to 
129. marked the first time Congress has 
moved to ban a specific abortion tech- 
nique since the Supreme Court handed 
down its landmark Roe v. Wade decision 
legalizing abortion in 1973. 

While the margin of victory in die 
House was more than the two-tfurds ma- 
jority needed to override a presidential 
veto, there apparently were not enough 
votes in the Senate for an override. The 
Senate earlier passed the measure by 54 
to 44, 

After the House vote, toe bill’s spon- 
sor, Representative Charles Canady. Re- 
publican of Florida, said he doubted there 
was enough support to override a veto. 

■ The ‘Fartial-Birth Abortion' 

John E. Yang of The Washington Post 
reported earlier: 


The measure would outlaw what it 
calls a “ partial-birth abortion," the term 
anti-abortion fences have given a pro- 
cedure in which a woman’s birth canal is 
widened and tire fetus is removed feet 
first until only the head remains in toe 
woman's uterus, A doctor then crushes 
the fetus’s skull or suctions out toe brain 
before passing the head through the birth 
canal. 

The bill would subject doctors who 
perform the procedure to fines and up to 
two years in prison. In addition, it would 
allow the fetus's father and, if toe woman 
is younger than 18, her parents to sue toe 
doctor. 

Abortion-rights activists said anti-abor- 
tion forces had turned the rarely used 
procedure into an election-year issue. 
They said the method was used only in 
cases when severe birth defects — such as 
the absence of brain development — or 
conditions threatening toe mother's life 
are discovered too late in pregnancy to use 
most other techniques. 

Anti-abortion activists argue that toe 
procedure is used to perform elective 
abortions and have made outlawing it a 
major priority. 

hi addition, anti-abortion forces said 
the debate — and a possible veto — 
would help define Mr. Qirnon in his re- 
election race against Senator Bob Dole, 
who voted for the bill in the Senate. 


“If the president vetoes this bill, then 
he and he alone empowers the abor- 
tionists to kill babies in this way," said 
Representative Christopher H. Smith. 
Republican of New Jersey, cne of the 
House's most ardent foes of abortion. 

In mm, some Democrats said anti- 
abortion forces wanted to exploit toe 
issue. “All they’re doing is making 30- 
second campaign ads," said Represen- 
tative Patricia Schroeder, Democrat of 
Colorado. 

With its vote, the House agreed to a 
change the Senate made, allowing an 
exemption when no other procedure 
would save the woman’s life. 

The original House bill would have 
allowed doctors to escape penalties if 
they proved they “reasonably believed" 
toe procedure was necessary to save the 
woman's life. 

The Supreme Court has held that toe 
mother's health includes "all factors — 
physical, emotional, psychological, fa- 
milial and toe woman's age — relevant to 
the well-being of the patient." 

In response, Senator Dole wrote Mr. 
Clinton that “a broader exception would 
simply defeat toe purpose of the bill, 
which is to stop this grisly procedure." 

Abortion-rights advocates estimate 
toe procedure is used 500 times a year, 
anti-abortion forces say toe rate is high- 
er. 
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NEW OAG FlightDisk for PCs and Networks gives 
you international airline schedules on disk or CD-ROM. 
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half a million flight schedules worldwide, and it’s 
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You also get contact details of hotels, car hire and 
ground transportation, 
frequent flyer programmes 
and vital information on 
visas, inoculations and local 
customs. It’s all the up-to* 
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need for efficient business 
travel planning. 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


In Japan, Death Is Just as Crowded and High-Priced as Life 


By Mary Jordan 

Washington Pan Service 


TOKYO — For die 95 yean of his life, 1 b 
was known as Toichiro Y amanaka . But since 
his death last month, and for all eternity, he will 
be called “Mr. To, Man of Purity and Trust, 
Whose Amazing Longevity Brought Eternal 
Happiness and Righteousness.'’ 

The Yamanaka family paid $5,000 for that 
posthumous name, which was bestowed by a 
Buddhist monk. Most of the nearly one million 
Japanese people who died last year were sim- 
ilarly given a new name, a symbol of one’s 
passage from a worldly stage of life to an 
enlightened one. 

Tradition does not come cheap. Including 
Mr. Y amanaka ’ s posthumous name, his family 
spent more than $50,000 on his death. 

The chief problems wife dying in Japan are 
the same as those wife living hem: It's too 
expensive and too crowded — so crowded that 
people are even being buried, wife headstones, 
on the rooftop of a Tokyo office building. In 


recent years, fee acute lack of space to grave- 
yards has led to "skyscraper" mausoleums 
where ums are stacked in what looks like a wall 
of coin lockers. In 1993, the Tokyo city gov- 
ernment built a huge domed auditorium that can 
accommodate 21,000 urns, and h is already 80 
percent full. 

"People are very much worried about bow 
they will find a place to be buried," said Su- 
sumu Shimazono, a religious studies professor 
at Tokyo University. "It's a big, big prob- 
lem.” 

Tokyo city officials held a lottery recently for 
20 outdoor graveyard spaces in a public 
cemetery, and 4,000 people applied. The al- 
ternative to urban banal can be hours of train 
travel outside cities.But choosing city burial can 
mean paying $25,000 for a tiny plot feat fee 
Myosenji Temple offers on fee roof of a five- 
story office bunding in downtown Tokyo. 

There are granite headstones for 130 people 


grocery store on the first floor and fee shipping 
company on fee second- 

The Yamanakas, whose patriarch just died, 
bought an outdoor family plot in me Tokyo 
neighborhood of Meguro long ago, so their big 
worry was not burial but getting an appointment 
at a crematorium. Of the nearly one million who 
die each year. 99 percent are cremated, so fee 
nation’s crematoriums are usually booked solid. 

"They said they were so backed up that they 
could not deal with my father until next 


members participated in fee cremationrites. In a 
laige room adorned wife white chrysanthem- 
ums, a robed monk offered final prayers over 


names families procure for d***?*^ ““I 
toms are a window into modem Japan* an 
berence to ritual and behef m 


The family drank tea as they waited upstairs 
for about an hoar to the father’s body to be 
cremated. Immediately afterward, they 
gathered over fee remains and used chopsticks 
to place them into as urn.’ 

Even though this part of fee ceremony is 
emotionally dxfGcuft to some people, paitic- 


herence to nnuu «*u ^ & 
National surveys consistently snow 

life after death, even tho>«han 
percentage of people consider themselves 
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is now, out me ramuy pv—- - — " 
new name in fee next world. . , 

Andewtisakey reason why some meals are 


There are granite headstones for 130 people 
in that neat rooftop cemetery. On the many days 
set aside to honor one's ancestors, relatives pay 
their respects by taking an elevator past the 


In fee meantime, the Yamanakas observed 
tradition and kept their father’s body packed in 
dry ice on a futon in bis home for two days. 
Friends and relatives came to fee house to view 
the body during thisperiod. Afterward, fee body 
was placed in a simple coffin, made of fee 
highest-quality cedar, and taken to a funeral 
home to a wake and funeral. 


Following those ceremonies, fee body was 
transferred to fee crematorium, where 30 family 


‘"It touches on the whole social meaning of 
the Amend,” he said, "from fee dead person’s 
viewpoint, this is the ceremony where they are 
taken care of, held by their family and close 
friends. And for fee living, we really know he 
has turned to ashes and bones. If yon do this 
with your chopsticks, it really farces you to feel 
what has happened to your beloved.” 

Many of these customs are changing as Japan 
changes, but many remain. Including the ornate 


tg°. recognizing 
burial spaces and *«r high 
emmert gave in to public pressure and began 
allowing ashes to be spread at sea or m ap- 
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temples, which cantakemtfaousa^srfdohan 

to holding funeral services and prodding 
posthumous names. The most ornate names, 
very long and formal ones, can cost tens os 
tho u san ds of dollars. 


China Scents Vast Plot 
In Support for Taiwan 

cmpMbj Our staff Fran orpacha vast majority of the people of Taiwan. I 

BEUING — China raised its Taiwan think whether it’s the people of Taiwan 
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BEUING — China raised its Taiwan 
problem to fee level of a global con- 
spiracy Thursday, saying that people 
around the world who backed the is- 
land's independence did so to oppose 
China’s emergence as an economic 
power. 

“Naturally there are a few people 
who don’t wish to see China’s economic 
development and don't wish to see 
China become big and strong, so they 
don't want China to accomplish its uni- 
fication,” fee Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man, Shea Guofeng, said at a briefing. 
He fed not identify these forces. 

Beijing regularly has lodged similar 
allegations against fee United States, 
fee European Union, Japan and others 
that have blocked China's entry to the 
World Trade Organization. 

Mr. Shea also said that it was up to 
Taiwan and its foreign backers to ease 
tensions wife the mainland. 

If Taiwan does not agree to reuni- 
fication wife China in principle, he said. 


'any negotiations will be impossible 
Jus comments indicated that Beijii 


His comments indicated that Beijing 
has little altered its conditions for end- 
ing the confrontation, despite President 
Lee Teng-hui’s triumph in Taiwan's 
elections Saturday and the evident fail- 
ure of Beijing's campaign of military 
pressure. 

Mr. Lee won an unexpectedly strong 
54 percent of the vote, while the op- 
position Democratic Progress Party 
candidate, Peng Ming-tnin. who openly 
advocates independence, was second, 
with 21 percent 

Mr. Siren raised fee idea of a Taiwan 


vast majority of fee people at laiwan. 1 
think whether it's the people of Taiwan 
or the people on fee mainland or fee 
people of other countries around the 
wood — they all should wish to the 
unification of fee motherland." 

After Mr. Lee’s victory, Taiwan of- 
ficials have offered to ease bans on direct 
trade and phone links wife the mainland, 
which Beijing has long sought 

But first Mr. Shen insisted, 
Taiwanese leaders must drop their at- 
tempt to join the United Nations and 
give up trying to establish political links 
wife other countries. 

That campaign to increase "inter- 
national living space," as Mr. Lee puts 
it has been highly popular in Taiwan 
but it is also Beijing's most galling 
evidence feat the island no longer seeks 
reunification. 

Beijing has regarded Taiwan as a 
rebel province since China’s Nationalist 
government defeated by the Commun- 
ists in their civil war, took refuge there 
in 1949. 

Both sides officially espouse reuni- 
fication, but under stnkingly different 
terms. 

There are slight signs feat even if its 
goals have not changed, Beijing is tac- 
tically trying to be more constructive: 
The military exercises it held in fee 
Taiwan Strait have ended. Officials on 
Taiwan said Thursday fear China had 
completed its live-fire drills and re- 
called its troops. (Reuters. AP. AFP) 



South Korea Insists Talks 
Be Held on the Peninsula 


KMnuMfan/Ilan 

COUNTING — Police in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square passing by a sign 
Thursday showing the days and seconds until the Hong Kong takeover. 
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SEOUL — South Korea said 
Thursday feat it had rejected a North 
Korean offer to resume talks in Beijing, 
as the United Nations secretary-general, 
Boutros Boutros Ghali, who has prom- 
ised to act as mediator, arrived inSeouL 

Kim KyungWoong, a spokesman to 
fee National Unification Board, said 
Seoul had replied to a written offer from 
North Korea by insisting feat talks must 
be held on fee divided peninsula itself. 

Negotiations in the Chinese capital on 
providing food aid to Pyongyang were . 
broken off after fee third round in 
September, when North Korea accused 
the South of using them as a forum to 
discuss broader political issues. 

“North Korea fixed us a message 
through Beijing feat they waited to re- 
sume fee Beijing talks,” Mr. Kim said 
tt The go vernment made it clear in the Qnnl 
round of Beijing contacts last September 
feat future talks be held by government 
officials cm fee Korean Peninsula-” 

That stand was reiterated after Py- 
ongyang’s offer to resume the dialogue. 

"We are awaiting positive response 
from No nh Korea about talks on Korean 
territory," he said, “bat fee North should 
also stop malicious propaganda against 
South Korea." 

Mr. Kim said the North Korean mes- 
sage did not specify content to fee talks. 

As a result of fee Berpng contacts,, 
arranged after a surprise request by Py- * 


International relief officials say hundreds 
of thousands of North Koreans face fam- 
ine as a result of flooding last year. 
South Korean officials had said they 


hoped fee Beijing talks and rice siq 
would lead to tfaente, but the Ni 


would lead to dftente, but the Norm 
wanted to limi t fee agenda strictly to fee 


subject of humanitarian aid. 

Seoul refused to disclose details about 

the kind of dialogue sought- But a Na- 
tional Unification Board official said fee 

North's proposal contained no indications 

feat Pyongyang would resume full-scale 
political dialogue. (Reuters, AFP. AP ) 


5 Americans Die 
In India Bus Crash 


; to relief aid, Seoul delivered 
tons of free rice toNorfe Korea. 


The Associated Pros 
NEW DELHI — A bus carrying 
Amwican college students rolled in- 
to aditch on the way to the Taj Mahal 
cm Thursday, killing five Americans, 
fee U.S. Embassy said. Four other 
students were hospitalized. 

- United News of India said fee 
bus overturned in the ditch as it was 
trying to pass another vehicle. The 
fryfia n bus driver and atour guide 
also were killed in the accident in 
. northern India. 

The - smdeuts were part of die 
University of Pittsburgh’s semester 
at sea program. 


conspiracy after a question about fee 75 
percent of voters in Taiwan’s landmark 


percent of voters in Taiwan’s landmark 
election who voted for candidates 
whom Beijing had disparaged as pro- 
independence. 

“Your method of calculation is 
wrong,” Mr. Shea replied, 

Avoiding the sensitive word "elec- 
tion," Mr. Shen said the method by 
which Taiwan produced its leader had 
shown that most of the island’s people 
wanted better relations wife Beijing and 
an “early peaceful reunification of fee 
motherland.” 

He continued: "That is the will of the 


Beijing Strikes Back at U.S. 

Now, ‘Doomsday Cults’ Are the Point of Contention 


BOOKS 


Reuters 

BEUING — China assailed fee 
United States on Thursday for criti- 
cizing fts human rights record and its 
policies toward Tibet and religion. 

Such criticism was illogical, hypo- 
critical and m -informed China’s State 
Council said in a commentary . It was the 
latest in a series of denunciations aimed 
at China’s critics in the West. 

Washington wanted to "vilify China, 


Clinton to ‘Fight’ for China Trade 


Reuters 

WASHINGTON — Winston Lord, 
assistant secretary of state to East Asi- 
an and Pacific affairs, says feat the 
Clinton administration will "fight" to 
renew favorable trade benefits for China 
and feat recent tensions over Taiwan 
strengthened support for fee U.S. role in 
the Pacific. 

Mr. Lord, addressing the Overseas 
Writers Association, also predicted 1 ‘an 
extremely positive outcome” from next 
month’s U.S. -Japan summit in Tokyo, 
wife agreement on a security declar- 
ation. 

Most- favored- nation trade status to 


China, and fee favorable tariffs it be- 
stows on a country's exports to Amer- 
ica, expires in June, and the admin- 
istration is pondering a one-year 
extension. 

Mr. Lord a former ambassador to 
China, conceded it would be difficult to 
get Congress to support the extension, 
given differences wife Beijing over 
Taiwan, arms sales, trade and human 
rights. 

But, he said the United States "re- 
mains committed to building fee most 
constructive relationship you can have 
wife China" and that "we will fight to 
extend" the trade benefits. 


damage its stability, hold back its de- 
velopment and then change the road for 
development," fee Xinhua news 
agency quoted the Council as saying. 

The commentary said a crackdown 
on fringe religious groups criticized by a 
U.S. report on human rights on March 5 
was in fact part of a battle against crim- 
inal '‘doomsday cults” fear were out to 
destroy the stare. 

“These sects are not religious or- 
ganizations but are, in fact, similar to 
‘doomsday cults' that have existed in 
the United States, Japan, and other 
countries," it said "The United States 
itself has cracked down on ‘doomsday 
cults' in an extreme way." 

The Council said the UB. report was 
based on the flawed logic that respect 
for human rights meant tolerating 
"those people opposed to China's legal 
government and Chinese Communist 
Party leadership." 

The commentary also dismissed 
Western allegations feat Chinese settlers 


REBEL HEARTS: 
Journeys Within the 
IRA’s Soul 

By Kevin Toolis. 384 pages. 
$2535. St. Martin’s Press. 

Reviewed by 
Richard Bernstein 


motivated by genuine histor- 
ical grievance, are both im- 
moral and destined to fail. 


pubticanism in Northern Ere- wife three policemen, an 
land "Rebel Hearts" is elo- American tourist and a young 


quern in places, supplemented mother, when an IRA bomb 


certainly with historical background 


Went off among Christmas 
shoppers outside Harrods de- 


plodding and on- partment store. 


Toolis 


O N Dec. 13, 1867, three . . 

Fenian militants, enga- his recognition of an uks 
ging in an action in what Kevin able feet: feat fee Frovisu 
Toolis calls "fee longest war commonly inflict lei 
the world has ever known," harm on innocent, bystai 
killed six people, including a — and keep oo doing so. 
7-year-old girt, when they set Toolis, a journalist bo 
off a bomb outside Glerken- Scotland but wife deep 1 
well Prison in London. Catholic roots, tells the st 


present in the mind of Toolis, Despite its virtues, there is sfaoppers outside Harrods de- 
who has written an intimate something plodding and on- partment store, 
and knowledgeable portrait of likable about “Rebel Toolis hears from 
the IRA. It is one in which the Hearts," which never finds Geddes’s father, an immig- 
aufecr’s identification wife the the literary tools needed to rant tailor from Poland who 
Republican cause mixes wife transcend the squalidness of fed not follow fee Irish 
his recognition of an inescap- its subject. Toolis describes in “Troubles" and had no con- 


Hearts,” which never finds Geddes’s father, an immig- 
fee literary tools needed to rant tailor firm Poland who 


"Troubles" and had no con- 


commonfy inflict terrible 
harm on innocent bystanders ures inbis book mostly tend to mean. "There was," Toolis 
— and keep on doing so. Wend together in a grim and writes, "no rest for ttis in- 
Toofis, a journalist bom in faceless kind of fanaticism, coosoIaMe grief, no answer to 
Scotland tut wife deep Irish- There is an ordinariness about the blind unfathomable why. 
Catholic roots, tells the stories them, a sameness. And the ho means to undo the death of 
of IRA foot soldiers and com- things they say are too or- their slaughtered son. - " 
manders alike. In some of his dinary in many instances to Toolis states infee begin- 
most interesting passages, he justify Toolis's dutiful use of xting of his book that his 
introduces us to some turn- very long quotations drawn “journey to fee IRA’s soul" 
coats, figures who to various from his interviews. stems -from a personal mo- 

reasons have become intom- The fact feat these men are tivation. 
ere to what the Republicans so unexceptional should be He wants to understand 
(and Toolis) see as the oc- interesting, in a Hannah what it all means for him. He 


intimate detail a dozen or so nection whatever wife them, 
IRA operatives, but fee fig- what losing an only son can 


mean. "There was," Toolis 
writes, “no rest for his in- 


Gafeotic roots, tells the stories 


Nearly 130 years later, die of IRA foot soldiers and cora- 
Fenians’ successor organize- menders alike. In some of his 


tion, fee Irish Republican most interesting passages, be 
Army, was still at it, placing introduces us to some turn- 
bombs in suburban trash cans, coats, figures who to various 


had been encouraged to move to Tibet to 
dilute the ethnic Tibetan population in 


dilute the ethnic Tibetan population in 
fee restive Himalayan region. 

Jt said only a few trained Chinese 
workers had gone to Tibet to help de- 
velop the economy. 


killing children and adults who 
just happened to be nearby. 
The struggle continues. 

Reading about it, and its 
dreadful repetitiveness, fills 
one with a sense of sadness 
and despair at fee way men 
persist in actions that, while 


reasons have become inform- The fact feat these men are 
ere to what the Republicans so unexceptional should be 
(and Toolis) see as the oc- interesting, in a Hannah 
cupying British forces. Arendt, banalify-of-evil kind 

His book represents a of way. But wife rare excep- 
strenuous and honest effort to tions, Toolis seems to hover 


stems from a personal mo- 
tivation. 

He wants to understand 
what it all means for him. He 


Arendt, banalify-of-evil kind wants, as he puts it, "to ex- 
of way. But wife rare excep- plore my own rebel heart" 
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strenuous and honest effort to tions, Toolis seems to hover In the end, -after 300 pages 
gam a deeper understanding of over fee surfaces of his sub- or so of IRA history and at- 
the IRA strain of Catholic re- jects, who remain, despite all rocity, Toolis returns to feat 

die fa cts we leant about them, theme. On the political issue, 
strangely lifeless. Ire offers little more than 

JCtR - At times, "Rebel Hearts” bromides about what needs to 


Japan Will Force Okinawans 
To Renew U.S. Base Leases 


The Chinese delegate to fee talks, Sha Zukang, said fee 
treafy should lay fee groundwork for the ultimate elim- 
ination of nuclear weapons. But he added: “China is willing 
to make compromises on some issues, but that cannot be 
dene on a unilateral basis. No country can impose its will on 
China under any circumstances." (Reuters) 


By Alan Truscott 


vious tricks. Wife little to 
guide them. West led a 
trump. 

South won and could not 


ne otters tittle more Him 
bromides about what needs to 


does fulfill itsprranise, as, for be done. 

example, in Toolis’s account On fee personal front, he 


of one Patrick Gerard Flood, a drifts in a kind of moral 


-Ifee Open Pair Champion- afford to draw trumps. In- 
ship at fee American Contract stead he led fee diamond 
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TOKYO — Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto signed China under any circumstances." (Reuters) 

documents Thursday to force the renewal of leases far U.S. D Ijr-C* IT ,• r 
military bases on Okinawa, overruling the island's governor jjQJl&ltUt&Snl JlfiTW tAPCtlOJl JuCLW 
and the wishes of many of its property owners. “ “ 

Demands to fee removal of all bases intensified last year DHAKA, Bangladesh — President Abdur Rahman 


Bndge League’s 1995 Spring 
Nationals in Phoenix, North 
and South were Lany Cohen 
and David Berkowitz. 


king, and West took the ace. 
West could not realize feat his 
partner was praying for a dia- 


master bomb maker executed 
fay fee IRA in 2990 after fee 
organization’s security service 
figured oat that he was an in- 
former. Toolis is at Ins re- 
poitorial best as he tracks 


wntes. i lacx the intensity 

to it, I would not kill for it" 


And yet, he goes on, despite it 
all, ‘I remain aRepublican/-’ 


and the wishes or many ot its property owners. 

Demands to fee removal of all bases intensified last year 
after the rape of an Okinawan giri by three U.S. servicemen. 

The private owners of small sections of the U.S. base 
property said they would not sign the leases. The governor 
of Okinawa, Masahide Ota. was expected to step in and sign 
fee papers despite fee owners’ objections. 

But because so many of his constituents want the bases 
off the island, Mr. Ota instead defied a court order issued 
Monday to sign the documents, meaning Mr. Hashimoto 
had to intervene to keep fee land in U.S. hands. (AP) 


DHAKA. Bangladesh — President Abdur Rahman 
Biswas agreed to a law on Thursday that all future elections 
be overseen by non-partisan caretaker governments. 

"All future elections mil now be held under caretaker 
governments, following dissolution of Parliament," the 
official BSS news agency said 
The law was passed by Parliament on March 26 as Prime 
Minister KhalidaZia responded to severe pressure from the 
opposition that site allow a caretaker government to take 
over and oversee elections. (Reuters) 


The bidding began wife a a second trump, to South's 
slightly eccentric one no- relief. He was now able to 


partner was praymg to adia- fcboration wife fee ewmy, de- 
mond return and a ruff. He led ominnir hnw ho 


down Flood's Ustazy of aid- and. be says, “I too remain 


China Wants Test Ban to Allow 
‘Peaceful’ Nuclear Explosions 


VOICES From Asia 


GENEVA — China urged Thursday that global ne- 
gotiations be concluded tins year on a treaty to ban nuclear 
weapons tests, but said fee pact should allow “peaceful 
nuclear explosions" to scientific research. 

The 38-member Conference on Disarmament, which 
ends its session Friday, hopes to wrap up negotiations on a 
comprehensive test ban treaty by June and said a consensus 
treaty to fee General Assembly by September. 

Jaap Raamaker, the Dutch ambassador who is running fee 


Prince Norodom Ranariddh, first prime minister of 
Cambodia, denying feat a crisis threatened the government: 
“What we are going to do, all together, is to try to improve 
fee conditions of power sharing to make our government 
more efficient." (Reuters) 


negotiations, on Thursday outlined a draft treaty that iden- 
tified obstacles to be overcome. 


Priscilla Bartonico of fee Philippines, after Asian wo- 
men forced by Japan into sexual slavery in World War n 
rejected a private offer of money and demanded feat Japan 
apologize and compensate them directly: "The perpetrator 
of fee crime on thousands of women all over Asia has 
evaded its moral and legal responsibility." (AP) 


trump opening, showing 14 to draw t 
16 points, and a natural raise videdc 
to two no-trump. As this sug- 1 1 trie 
gested length in fee minor when r 
suits and shortness in fee ma- produc 
jot suits. South had to worry score, 
about a heart weakness for 
no-oump purposes. 

The obvious way to solve 
feis problem was to bid three 
diamonds, leaving various 
doors open. But Berkowitz west 
chose to bid his four-card J* 4 * 
spade suit, implying heart ^aj 
weakness. His partner appre- + jss- 4 
dated fee danger of fee heart 
suit and raised to four spades, 
naturally believing that South 
held a five-card spade suit. 

Thus the partnership 
reached fee only game con- East am 
tract feat had a chance. KSS* 

The alternatives of five 52Sr 
diamonds and three no-trump a n.t. 
could succeed only if fee de- ** 
fense failed to take their ob- West led 


draw fee trumps, which di- 
vided conveniently, and make 


by fee British security forces 
into becoming "a tout," and 
describing an intelligence war 


possessed of a rebel heart.” 

, is not self-explora- 
tion; it is empty romantic ges- 
ture. WhaL after all hnv- 


mg a rebel heart mean after 




when no gamfc was raalable . ^ ^ pd™* mo- 

produeri a remaricabfe top meat in Toolirt 370 pages 
score. . 
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comes wbm be interviews fee 
parents of a young re po r t er 
named. Philip Geddes, fresh 
out of Oxford, killed, along 


son* or all fee many other 
deaths and mannings co ii fw) 
by fee IRA’s bombs? Toolis 


Richard Bernstein is on the 
staff cfThe New York Times. 
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bidding; 

North 

East 

Sooth 

West 

Pass 

Pass 

1 N.T. 

Pass 

2 N.T, 

Pass 

3* 

Pass 

4* 

Pass 

Pus 

Pass 

West led the spade three. 



• John M. Evans, the 
American consul general in 
St Betersbotg,'is reading “St. 
Petersburg: A Cultural His- 
tory” by Solomon Volkov 
and ‘ The Baltic World. 1772- 
1993" by David Kirby. 

“Both books are revealing 
of this city’s magnificenihij 
tory and former connections 

wife the neighboring Baltic 
countries and wife Europe 
WT) 
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AsBeef Pr ices Fall Across Europe , Calls for Action Get Louder 
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LOND0N — Ja. tha House of Commons 
dining room there was a sharp felloff in demand 
Thursday 'for British beef; the staff reported, 
although a ^as still very much on the menu. 

Elsewhere around London, McDonald’s res* 
taurants aQ got anew window decoration, a yaid- 
high poster proclaiming: "McDonald’s Uses 
Only 100% Non-British Beef/' 

Across die Channel, throughout Continental 
Europe, ; beef is also in-retreat, despite a ban to 
reassure, consumers that the tainted British 
product has been kept oul 
In Belgium, Prance, Germany and Spain, the 
European Fanners Union reports that beef prices 
have now faQeo from 20‘to 30 percent despite a 
sharp drop in beef supplies as Continental farm- 
ers have. held nearly a third of their cattle off the 
market in the last week. Some German stores 
reported a 40 percent falloff in beef sales. 

The Trench meat wholesalers* syndicate re- 


‘ ‘Prices and sales are falling , slaughterhouses 
are temporarily closing: this whole industry is 
shaken up by this crisis,” a syndicate spokesman 
told the Knight-Ridder news service. 

1 4 We desperately need some radical measures 
to be announced and taken to restore confidence 
in Britain, first, and then in Etaope and third 
countries,” said Costa Golfidis, head of the 
suimal products department at the European 
Fanners Union in Brussels. 

He noted that a number of Middle Eastern 
nations have now banned the importation of all 
European meats. 

By all accounts the cost of convincing the 
public that British beef poses no risks to health 
will be huge. Even the cheaper options before the 
government cany price ta gs running into die 
billions of pounds. With a reported 98 percent 
slump in the number of British cattle ente ring the 
market, with abattoirs already having idled 2^00 
workers, and with layoffs now expected to spread 
more deeply into the meat-processing industry, 
"«*««««» syndicate re- inaction has been ruled oul 

% ®ost accotmS tte%,emment has three 
at Pans s Rnngis wholesale food market. main options. It can consign the nation’s entire 


1 1.8 million -head cattle herd to the incinerator. It 
can follow die lead of countries such as France, 
which have destroyed all herds with recorded 
cases of bovine spongiform encephalopathy, the 
so-called mad cow disease. Or it could bar only 
older, largely dairy, animals, which have the 
highest risk of contracting the disease, from en- 
tering the food chain by either destroying them 
Immediately or waiting until the end of their 
productive lives to do so. 

The universal-slaughter option is viewed as 
least likely. Experts point out that it would 
include many herds that have never had any 
cases of mad cow disease, and that it would cost 
as much as £20 billion ($30 billion). That would 
be a high price to pay for an effort that the 
government insists is scientifically unsound in 
the first place. 

Destroying herds with one or more recorded 
cases of mad cow disease is also thought un- 
likely. British scientists point out that the disease 
is transmitted from one animal to another not by 
contact with infected ones, but by eating certain 
parts of them that had been processed into animal 
feed, a practice banned since 1 989. 


In addition, wiping out all tainted herds would 
wreak devastation on the dairy industry despite 
the fact that no links have ever been found 
between milk and the transmission of the disease 
to humans. “The key message at the moment is 
that dairy products are unaffected by this prob- 
lem.” said a dairy industry executive who re- 
quested anonymity. 44 We don’t want to draw any 
attention to our industry in these very irrational 
times. 4 ’ 

With half of British dairy herds having had 
some cases of mad cow disease, the destruction 
of tainted herds would wipe out 50 percent of 
Britain's 13 billion liters a year in milk pro- 
duction overnight The dairy processing in- 


dustry, which employs 60,000 people and gen- 
erates £6 billion a year in retail sales, would find 
it extremely difficult to make up that shortfall. 

Doing so would mean higher costs for British 
consumers and to a lesser extent for European 
consumers as more milk from the Continent 
would be pulled into foe British markeL 

The food industry giant Unilever PLC is a 
microcosm of the problems facing foe indusny. 
Its Birds Eye division suspended the production 


of hamburgers Tuesday. And its Oxo beef bul- 
lion arm is considering the continued use of 
bones from British cattle in its manufacturing 
process. But when it comes to a potential in- 
terruption in its supply of milk for its ice creams 
and other dairy products, said Steve Milton a 
company spokesman, that would be “a larger 
problem.*' 

Not surprisingly, virtually all sides embrace 
the option of simply rerouting older animals — 
dairy cows and breeding animals — from the 
abattoir to the incinerator. That would leave beef 
cattle, which typically go to the slaughterhouse 
aged 16 months to 2 years, to continue to be 
processed in the usual manner. 

Thai is foe plan currently being reluctantly 
pushed by the National Farmers Union. ”We 
muse go beyond whar science requires in order to 
restore consumer confidence,'* said the farm 
union's chief spokesman, Trevor Hayes. 

To do that, foe farm union wants the roughly 
800,000 dairy cattle that have reached the end of 
their milking lives to be destroyed instead of 
processed into lower-grade meat products such 
as meat pies and sausages, as is now the case. 


CATTLE: Major Mishandles the Crisis 


Continued from Page 1 

millions of consumers, who are asking 
why the g overn ment has foiled for a 
decade to control mad cow disease or to 
impose ad e qua t e safety standards in the 
food processing industry. 

The urgings of senior politicians that 
people should trust scientists backfired 
when if became obvious that the sci- 
entists too were divided and puzzled 
about possible links between the cow 
disease and the ' brain-destroying 
Creutzfeldt- Jakob Disease in humans. 

It did not help to leam that some of foe 
data about Cnsntzfeldt- Jakob comes from 
a tribe of cannibals in PfcpuaNew Guinea. 
It was even more unhelpful to suggest 
that the chances of catchmg Geutzfeldt- 
Jakob were less than winning the Na- 
tional Lottsay — since most adults spend 
good money cm the lottery every week in 
foe expectation of hitting the jackpot 
Perhaps worst of all, foe affair has 
alienated Britain from its allies in 


Ex-Coinminikt Leader 
Goes on Trial in Poland 

The Associated Press 

WARSAW — Poland's farmer Com- 
munist leader. General Wojdedh Jaruz- 
elski, and 11 other former officials went 
on trial Thursday for the bloody sup- 
pression of shipyard strikes in 1970. 

Forty-four workers were killed and 
more than 1,000 were wounded in four 
northern pot cities on Dec. 17, 1970, 
when police opened fire on workers 
after mass demonstrations against in- 
creases in food prices. 

General Jauzdski was defense min- 
ister m 1970 and is ifoarged with issoing- 
foe order to shoot at foe workers. 

He has denied foe charges, saying feat 
Wladyslaw Gomulka, font the leader of 
foe country and the Communist Party, 
disliked him and excluded him from all 
major decisions. 


Europe and isolated it on the eve of the 
EU's most far-reaching constitutional 
review since its inception. 

For years, the Conservative Party has 
had to dance to the tune of its powerful 
“Enroskeptic” wing. The answer has 
usually been to throw some anti-Euro- 
pean rhetoric in the direction of the 
skeptics. 

Typically, the health minister, Steph- 
en Dorrell, did not bother to warn of- 
ficials in Brussels that he would be 
making a statement in Parliament last 
week about recent scientific findings 
that mad cow disease might have caused 
10 cases of Creutzfeldt- Jakob in young 
adults, eight of whom have died. 

So, now that Britain needs help and 
money from the European Union to 
carry out a vast campaign to slaughter 
diseased herds, it finds scant sympathy 
in European capitals. The European 
Parliament has said it was the British 
government’s failure to destroy herds 
containing affected animals that had 
"played a major part in tins agricultural 
catastrophe.” 

Having long belittled thejpower of the 
bureaucrats in Brussels, Britain has dis- 
covered foe hard way that foe bureau- 
cracy has real teeth as it contemplates an 
indefinite ban on foe exportation of Brit- 
ish beef. 

TheEU Commission has imposed an 
unprecedented embargo on products de- 
rived from British beef ranging from 
steaks to cosmetics, a ban that applies 
not just to the other 14 Union countries 
but to the rest of foe world. 

The British government t*llre of ap- 
pealing the ban to the European Court in 
Luxembourg. But since Mr. Major has 
proclaimed that he win seek to reduce 
the influence of tbercouit, be has few 
friends there, either. 

. No decisions can be expected before 
Monday, when foe agriculture ministers 
wQl hold a special meeting in Brussels. 
Philippe Vasseur, the French agriculture 
minister, said foe meeting had been called 
"To resolve this issue in a Community 
framework” and seek to allay panic. 





Ccny Ranor-Picne 

WATCH OUT BELOW — A model maker checking the time on Big 
Ben as a < Lego(aiid' theme park opened Thursday in Windsor, England. 


Friends and Foes Assail Dini 


Meat From Older Cattle 
Banned for Sale in U.K. 


By Fred Barb ash 

Washington Post Service 


LONDON — Britain on Thursday 
banned the sale of cows older than 30 
months, and offered an aid package for 
the country's beleaguered agriculture 
industry. But it also acknowledged that 
stronger measures, including foe mass 
slaughter of livestock, might be nec- 
essary to restore confidence in British 
beef in the midst of a scare over “mad 
cow disease.” 

The ban was an attempt to assure 
consumers here and abroad that the only 
British beef on foe market comes from 
cattle raised in foe years since the gov- 
ernment and the indusny took steps to 
reduce the incidence of the disease 
among British herds. 

To some extent, the ban is a symbolic 
measure, since the sale of British cattle 
has virtually ceased in the past week. 

London wQl begin negotiations Fri- 
day with European Union officials to 
see what it must do to lift the global 
prohibition on beef exports. 

Those steps “may well involve meas- 
ures that go beyond" those already 
taken by the government. Agriculture 
Secretary Douglas Hogg told foe House 
of Commons on Thursday nigh L He was 
referring to a “selective slaughter” of 
older cows or cattle from herds that have 
encountered the disease, bovine spon- 
giform encephalopathy. 

*‘We may have to explore further 
measures,” he said. 

The government admitted last week 
that there might be a link between foe 
cattle disease and a fatal human disease. 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. 

Scientists assert no proof has 
emerged that humans can contract 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob from beef, but the 
reports were sufficient to prompt a large 


percentage of tire British public and the 
European Union to strike beef products 
from their menus. 

Since then, auction bouses and 
slaughterhouses in Britain have all but 
ceased operation as beef prices 
plummeted. 

Several thousand workers have been 
laid off. with more expected each day 
foe market remains in limbo. 

As a result, Mr. Hogg said Thursday 
that foe government would provide aid 
to slaughterhouses, rendering plants and 
farmers. The ban on the sale of older 
cows, he said, would be temporary — in 
force until new “deboning" plants can 
get up and running, which will better 
strip away the spinal cord and organs of 
cows, foe parts that are thought to carry 
foe disease. 

He also banned the use of cattle feed 
that contain animal parts. Some sci- 
entists believe foe disease is spread 
through the consumption of sheep parts 
contaminated with “scrapie,” a similar 
disease similar, that are mixed into 
cattle feed. 

Mr. Hogg heard stories of desper- 
ation among farmers from members of 
Parliament representing cattle raising 
districts and pleas for firm and speedy 
action to restore consumer confidence. 

The National Farmers Union has said 
that foe only way to reassure consumers 
is to slaughter from 1 million to 4 mil- 
lion of the country's cattle susceptible to 
foe disease. 

The government reportedly shares 
that view — but knows it will be ex- 
traortfinarily costly and is attempting to 
negotiate substantial financial assist- 
ance from the European Union. In ad- 
dition, the country has only nine in- 
cinerators capable of reaching the high 
temperatures required to safely destroy 
the cattle. 


Paris Offers 
For Pre-Election Maneuvering Tax Haven 

To Corsicans 


Pope Acts to Elevate Churchwomen 

Document, While Vague, Is Seen as Presaging Some Changes in Role 


Heuters 

ROME — Italy’s caretaker prime min- 
ister, Lamberto Dim, angered both 
friends and foes Thursday by rushing 
through legislation that could win him 
extra votes in foe general election. 

One of the critics was Mr. Dim’s 
main ally, Romano Prodi, leader of the 
center-left Olive Tree bloc to which Mr. 
Dim has linked his month-old centrist 
party for tins April 21 vote. 

“There’s nothing wrong with the 
government’s measures,” Mr. Prcxfi 
said, “but I think it would be better to 
avoid this accumulation of necessary 
legislation right before foe election.” 

With polls showing foe two main 
political blocs neck-and-neck, Mr. 
Prodi is anxious to avoid handing fresh 
ammunition to the leader of foe center- 
right Freedom Alliance, Silvio Ber- 
\ lusconL 

Mr. Prodi, a professor who is making 
his first foray into politics, criticized 
Mr. Dim’s political style and advised 
him: ‘‘Thefwerrneasures there are, foe 
better it is.” 

Mr. Prodi already has accused his 
rivals, who trumpeted proposed tax cuts 
in a blare of publicity, of hijacking his 
economic manifesto. 


Gianfranco Fini, leader of foe rightist 
National Alliance, accused Mr. Dtoi of 
using public money to buy votes 
through the measures passed in recent 
weeks, which include delaying the pay- 
ment of unpopular pension contribu- 
tions and a freeze in utility charges and 
highway tolls. 

“The government is showing a di- 
ligence in passing measures which it has 
not had in aB the previous months," he 
said. “The suspicion that they are meas- 
ures to find consensus is more than 
legitimate.” 

Economic issues are a major election 
focus. The Freedom Alliance has prom- 
ised to scrap a tax on yields on gov- 
ernment bonds, a favorite method of 
saving for Italian families. 

Mr. Dim ruled out swift tax cuts. He 
insists there will be opportunity for re- 
duction once the system is “cleaned 
up." 

“We must not think of cutting foe 
fiscal burden for this year and next year 
because it is fundamental to complete 
the cleanup of stale finances,” Mr. Dim 
said. “ As long as we don’t increase the 
fiscal burden and share it exit more 
equally, I don’t think people will have 
cause to complain.” 


By Daniel Williams 

Washtitgian Pea Service 


Agence Fnmce-Presse 

PARIS — France will convert its 
troubled Mediterranean island of Cor- 
sica into a tax haven in a bid to defuse 
pro- independence violence there. 

Prime Minister AJain Jupp£ said that 
Corsica would placed under a special, 
fevorahle fiscal regime to boost econom- 
ic activity on the island of 260.000 
people. Corsicans already receive 7 bil- 
lion francs ($1.4 bUlioo) a year in sub- 
sidies from the French government 
• The measure, which the government 
wants to put in place by June, will be 
accompanied by other benefits, including 
a debt moratorium for the ailing tourist 
industry and aid for agriculture, small 
businesses and education. It will need foe 
approval of the European Commission. 

The moves are intended to placate 
Corsican nationalists, with whom the 
government has been secretly negoti- 
ating for an end to violence is which 40 
people have died in the past year. 

' ‘This is a sign the government wants 
both peace and a healthy and prosperous 
economy,” Education Minister Fran- 
cois Bayrou said Thursday. 


VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul 
Q issued a new call Thursday to promote 
the institutional role of women in the 
Roman Catholic Church and said nuns 
must be permitted to take pan in Church 
deci si on-making. 

The call was embedded in a 20 1 -page 
document called Vita Consecrate, or 
“consecrated life," about service in the 
church. The section on women, a small 
part of an overall review of the role of 
priests, friars, nuns and lay believers, 
was the latest in a series of statements 
made by the pontiff aimed at elevating 
foe status of women. 

Such statements are in effect a means 
of deflecting demands from some con- 
gregations and clergy, particularly in 
the United States and Western Europe, 
that women admitted to foe all-male 
priesthood. Without women priests, 
women cannot hope to be regarded as 
equal, foe proponents argue. 

John Paul □ rejects ordination of wo- 
men on theological grounds, but has 
countered with insistence that women in 
the Church may play different roles that 
are nonetheless equal to those of men. 


The document said it was “urgently 
necessary to take certain concrete steps, 
beginning by providing room for wo- 
men to participate in different fields and 
at all levels, including decision-making 
processes, above all in matters which 
concern women themselves.” 

The Catholic Church must overcome 
“all discrimination” by placing men 
and women on an equal footing, it ad- 
ded. “Consecrated women therefore 
rightly aspire to have their identity, abil- 
ity, mission and responsibility more 
dearly recognized both in the aware- 
ness of foe Church and in everyday 
life.” 

It was left unclear just which de- 
cisions churchwomen will now take part 
in that they have not before. Still, the 
document was viewed by some as at 
least incremental change in the Vat- 
ican ’s attitude toward the role of nuns in 
the Church. 

“Die Pope is ratcheting up what be 
has been saying about the promotion of 
women in the process of decision mak- 
ing,” said Sister Mary Ann Walsh, a 
spokeswomen for the U.S. Catholic 
Conference. 

The document fell far short of de- 
mands of some nuns and allied bishops 


at a 1994 synod in which issues of a 
woman's place in the Church were 
heatedly debated. Some delegates asked 
that a kind of college of women car- 
dinals be established that would take 
part in the election of popes. 

Others demanded that nuns be given 
positions in the Curia, the central 
Church administrative body. Nuns from 
Third World countries pressed for an 
end to male domination in Catholicism 
and recognition for women's talents. 

Vita Consecrate urged a special place 
for women, although apparently in spe- 
cific, traditionally feminine areas, in- 
cluding the battle against abortion. 

“The Church depends a great deal on 
consecrated women for new efforts in 
fostering Christian doctrine and morals, 
family and social life, and especially in 
everything foal affects the dignity of 
women and respect for human lue, ’ ' the 
Pope wrote. 

“It depends on them to promote a 
new feminism which rejects the tempta- 
tion of imitating models of male dom- 
ination in order to acknowledge and 
affirm the true genius of women in 
every aspect of the life of society, and 
overcome all discrimination, violence 
and exploitation,” he said. 


B R I E F L Y c i J R 


Paris Softens on Dutch Drug Law 

PARIS " A French parliamentary report urged the 
Netherlands on Thursday to tighten drug laws but toned 
down Paris’s war of words with The Hague, saying Dutch 
narcotics policies had some positive consequences. 

The report by Michel Ghysel of President Jacques Chir- 
ac's Gaullist Rally for the Republic party called Dutch drug 
laws “excessively pe rmiss ive’ ’ and said that the availability 
of illegal drugs in the Netherlands had led to trafficking into 
nearby countries. ’ ’ . ... 

Bui it also said that criticisms of Dutch policies were 
“sometimes unjust and often clumsy,” and conceded that 
the liberal laws had some positive aspects for health and 
security in the Netherlands. ...(Reuters) 

Spam Delays Parliament Opemng 

MADRID — Jos6 Marfa Aznar, the leader of the Popular 
Party, on Thursday gave himself five weeks tofind allies and 
form a government before. Kmg Juan .Carlos I formally 
opens a conservative- led Parliament after 13 years of So- 
cialist governance- ' 

Federico Trillo of foe Papular .-Party „ who was appointed 
speaker of Parliament with, the support of Spain's Catalan 
deputies, met foe king Thursday and conveyed a request by 


the chamber for the session to be put off to May 6. The new 
Parliament convened Wednesday, and the royal ceremony 
was supposed to take place the third week of April. 

If Mr. Aznar, who won a general election March 3, cannot 
form a coalition in time, he risks seeing the opening take 
place with die outgoing Socialists still seated on the gov- 
ernment benches. 

Italy Presents Case Against Nazi 

ROME — An Italian military prosecutor presented his 
arguments Thursday for bringing a former German SS 
captain to trial for the 1944 Nazi massacre in Rome of 33S 
Italian men and boys. 

Prosecutor Antonino Intel isano presented his case to a 
military court judge who must decide whether there is 
enough evidence to try Erich Priebke, 82, for war crimes. 

Mr. Priebke, a German, citizen, was extradited to Italy from 
Argentina si November. Die massacre was carried out in 
retaliation for the killings of 33 Nazi officers by Italian 
partisans. i Reuters) 

New Turn inPcdme Murder Case ? 

. STOCKHOLM — A Swedish prosecutor said Thursday 
that a man cleared of the murder 10 years ago of Prime 
Minister Olof Palme could be called in for new questioning. 


Asked in a television interview if there was any reason to 
interrogate Christer Petterson again, foe state prosecutor, 
Jan Danielssoo. said, “Yes, there might be.” Mr. Petterson 
was cleared in 1989 by a Stockholm appeals court. A 
Swedish news program said it had interviewed two people 
who alleged that Mr. Petterson had told them he was Mr. 
Palme's killer. Mr. Petterson said in a radio interview, *T 
have never confessed foe murder to anyone. ’ ’ (Reuters) 


Calendar 

mumir 

*** 

EU events scheduled for Friday: 

TURIN: Intergovernmental Conference on the future of 
EU institutions opens. 

BRUSSELS: Social affairs ministers meet. 

OMAN: Visit by Manual Marin, commissioner in charge 
of relations with Asia, the Mediterranean and Latin Amer- 
ica. 

NANTES, Prance: Research Commissioner Edith 
Cresson visits European University Continuing Education 
Network. 

Sources: Agence Europe. AFP 



WEEKENDS 


Berlin from just DM 195 per nisilit 

Explore Europe with a “Heart of the City 'Keelcend" from 
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Carnage in Chechnya 


. Russia has launched a spring of- 
fensive against the towns and villages 
of Chechnya that is taking a terrible toll 
on innocent civ ilians Indiscriminate 
fire from artillery, multiple- rocket 
launchers and helicopter gunships has 
killed or wounded thousands of non- 
combatants in recent weeks and forced 
tens of thousands to Dee their homes. 

Few question Russia's right to take 
action to preserve its territorial integ- 
rity and keep from breaking apart. The 
insurrection by Chechen militia in a 
mountainous region 1,600 kilometers 
south of Moscow poses a real chal- 
lenge to the Russian Federation. But 
there is no way to defend the scorched- 
earth tactics that Boris Yeltsin's troops 
have adopted, seemingly in desper- 
ation at their inability to squelch the 
guerrillas after IS months of war. 

An estimated 30.000 to 40.000 
people have died in this war, including 
some 3,000 Russian servicemen. At 
least half of Chechnya 's population of 1 
million has been displaced. It is difficult 
to understand why Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher did not reiterate 
U.S. objections to Russian tactics in his 
meetings last week with Mr. Yeltsin 
and his foreign minister in Moscow. 

Beyond the moral considerations, the 
Russian offensive is perplexing from a 


practical standpoint. Mr. Yeltsin, a can- 
didate for re-election on June 16, has 
acknowledged that he cannot win if he 
does not offer some solution to this civil 
war. His generals’ response, thus far, 
seems to be a more ferocious effort to 
achieve a military victory. But the set- 
tlements that Russian troops are bom- 
barding this spring are the same places 
they bombarded and “captured" last 
spring. The prospects for outright vic- 
tory against a well-supported guerrilla 
force are bleak. 

The danger of the war spreading 
grows with die intensity of the cam- 
paign. More than 100,000 Chechen 
refugees have fled to neighboring In- 
gushetia, where conflict could follow. 
The nurturing of hatreds will make 
peace more difficult for a generation or 
more. The president of Georgia, Eduard 
Shevardnadze, has urged talks leading 
to a comprehensive settlement of con- 
flicts that have tom the Caucasus region 
since the breakup of die Soviet Union. 

Mr. Yeltsin has said that he has a 
plan to end the war. which he promises 
to announce on Sunday. The United 
States should more forcefully encour- 
age any overtures that move the situ- 
ation from indiscriminate butchery to- 
ward negotiation. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST, 


How to Reprove Beijing 


President Bill Clinton faces a dif- 
ficult and important decision about 
China's secret sale of nuclear weapons 
technology to Pakistan . The outline of 
a firm but fair response is now visible. 
Washington should sharply register its 
disapproval with the Chinese govern- 
ment and penalize the Chinese organ- 
ization responsible for the sale, while 
sparing unrelated American commerce 
with China from damaging sanctions. 

This proportionate response is not 
necessarily where the Clinton admin- 
istration is beaded, but officials can 


satinet there if they look closely at the 


overlapping remedies discussed at a 
life Ho 


White House meeting on Tuesday. 

Washington must first determine 
whether die sale of 500 special mag- 
nets to Pakistan, detected by the CIA, 
violated an American law designed to 
limit the spread of nuclear weapons 
technology. The magnets can be used 
to refine bomb-grade uranium. If the 
sale was a violation, which seems 
clear, Washington is obliged to impose 
economic penalties. Thar could mean 
cutting off nearly S10 billion in pro- 
posed loans and loan guarantees for 
American corporations doing business 
in China selling everything from air- 
planes to cellular phone systems. 

That seems excessively harsh on 
American business. The law permits a 
more graduated approach that would 
also be unsatisfactory in this case. The 
administration can find China guilty, but 
waive the penalty by citing “national 
interests. ’ ’ That is a polite way of saying 


that the punishment would hurt America 
more titan China, which is true. 

Some Clinton advisers would like to 
dodge the law altogether. This bit of 
prestidigitation would be accomplished 
by saying that the Chinese government 
did not know about the sale. But the 
company involved in the sale, the China 
National Nuclear Corporation, is a state- 
owned business that not long ago was 
pan of a government ministry and is still 
closely monitored by Chinese officials. 

Bypassing the law would also be bad 
foreign policy. Nuclear proliferation 
issues are too important to shove aside 
when they become diplomatically in- 
convenient Hie law at issue in this 
case, the 1994 Nuclear Proliferation 
Prevention Act becomes meaningless 
if the Clinton administration fails to 
cite China's clear violation. 

The appropriate response is to find 
China in violation, waive the sledge- 
hammer penalties and instead with- 
hold some $700 million in pending 
Export-Import Bank loan guarantees 
for American business deals with the 
China National Nuclear Corporation 
and related companies. 

Mr. Clinton's handling of China as 
tensions mounted over Taiwan was a 
skillful mix of diplomacy and strength, 
including the judicious use of the Sev- 
enth Fleet to signal America’s com- 
mitment to maintaining the peace in the 
region. It would be a shame to kick away 
those gains now by winking at China's 
nuclear dealings with Pakistan. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


A New Stage for Dole 


Bob Dole was easily the best qual- 
ified of this year's active Republican 
presidential candidates, and in that 
sense the party has done the right thing 
in choosing him as its apparent nom- 
inee. He and it are a comfortable fit, 
and he seems likely to represent its 
basic instincts pretty well. 

The trick for him now will be to shift 
gears. He moves onto a different stage. 
It may not be as hard for him as it fas 
sometimes been for others. He has 
spent a third of a century in national 
public life and continued even in the 
primaries to present himself as a main- 
stream Republican, not a hard-liner. 

The tasks now are familiar, as are the 
pitfalls. He has to appeal to the center of 
the electorate while neither neglecting 
nor alienating the highly energized right 
wing of his party. All kinds of straddles 
are involved in that; Bill Clinton on his 
side is having to do the same. 

There exists as well the great tempta- 
tion to have it both ways on other 
issues, not those that threaten to split 
the party but those on which the brood- 
er electorate is of mixed mind. A pres- 
idential candidate will want to appear 
generous and frugal at the same time, 
well-disposed toward both minorities 
and the majority, determined to be 
strong abroad yet keep the peace and so 
on. The problem, again, is how to do the 
thing and not appear to be a wobbler. 

For Mr. Dole, as for Mr. Clinton, the 
additional complication is that they 
have to govern. They are for now the 
leaders of the two political branches of 
government as well as their parties, and 


their campaigns will be played out in 
part in terms of legislation. There was a 
whiff of that this week when Senate 
Democrats tried, on a parks bill, to 
force a vote on increasing the min- 
imum wage. It is a step that the pres- 
ident is for and about which Mr. Dole 
has reservations. You might rather it be 
argued on other than the parks bill, but 
that’s how it’s going to be this year. 

Mr. Dole is bound to run in part on his 
long record. He can hardly avoid it, nor 
does he want to. It is who tie is, and in the 
aggregate a pretty good reflection of 
where his instincts would likely take 
him as president But the record is not 
enough. On the new stage he will have 
to project something more, a sense of 
where he would want to take the coun- 
try. That too, is part of his new task. 

Pat Buchanan, who was the last of 
Mr. Dole's rivals, has conceded but 
says nonetheless thai “we are going on 
to San Diego” and the Republican 
convention in August Presumably he 
will fight there to have the party adopt 
certain of his positions, as he is entitled 
to do. Even as Mr. Buchanan continues 
io recede as a candidate, Ross Perot 
reappears. He. too, is entitled, as only a 
billionaire can be. but it isn't clear 
quite what he represents any longer. He 
continues to complain that others 
won’t grapple with issues that he him- 
self has become the world’s living ex- 
pert at avoiding. Mr. Perot doesn't 
wear well. Our sense is that he may not 
have nor deserve to have the impact 
this time around that he had the lak. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 
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Milosevic Could Yet Meet the Fate He Deserves 


P ARIS — Peace has provided Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic with 
means and motive for strengthening his 
control over Serbia. This is one result of 
the Dayton agreements on Bosnian 
peace. Mr. Milosevic was the man the 
Western powers had to deal with if they 
expected to end, or suspend, the war. 


By William Pfaff 


They might otherwise have sought 
hisintfic 


ictmem by the international war 
crimes tribunal in The Hague. He is the 
man who started the war. 

The man who starts a war is too often 
indispensable to ending it. but not many 
do so on terms so profitable to them- 
selves, and so unprofitable to those they 
have ruled, as Mr. Milosevic. 

However, it may be hard for him to 
cash In that profit. Washington and the 
other Western governments dealt with 
him because he controlled Serbia, but 
also because he was willing to betray 
the Serbs of Croatia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, whom he led into tins 
r. He could, and did, deliver the 


war. 


Bosnian and Krajina Serbs at Dayton. 

As a result, he is hated not only by 
their leaders but by the million and a 
half Serbian refugees from Krajina, 
Slavonia and Bosnia now in Serbia. He 
has mined their lives. 

His propaganda originally whipped 
them into frenzied demands for a 
“Greater Serbia” that would incor- 


porate their communities, expelling 
their Muslim Of Croatian neighbors. 
They lent themselves to the atrocities 
committed by Yugoslav army forces 
and by the terrorist bands dispatched 
from Belgrade. They rejoiced in their 
new identity as members of the Greater 
Serbia — until last year, when suddenly 
the tables were turned. 

When they arrived in Serbia as 
refugees, expelled from ancestral lands. 
President Milosevic tried to ship them to 
Kosovo, overwhelmingly Albanian in 
population, seething with ethic resent- 
ments; or he resettled them in the Hun- 
garian-majority Vojvodina. In neither 
place could they be secure. In neither 
place could they reconstruct the kind of 
lives they once had enjoyed as citizens of 
a multiethnic and unified Yugoslavia. 

Mention of the refugees has all but 
vanished from the controlled media of 
Mr. Milosevic’s Serbia. The refugees 
and what happened to them threaten the 
president. His Yugoslav successor- 
state retains important democratic 
structures. Elections are conducted. 
There is a Parliament There is also 
much economic unrest. Ending UN 
sanctions has yet to improve living 
conditions, which have been very bad. 


Mr. Milosevic and his followed 
dominated this electorate in past 
with promises of a Greater Serbia and 
with lurid propaganda about interna- 
tional conspiracies against Serbia. He 
must now attempt to dominate it in his 
new role as indispensable interlocutor 
between Serbs ana the Western powers 
— and Russia. He hints to Serbian 
voters that a new Cold War between 
Russia and the West is brewing, where 
Serbia can become Russia's ally and 
have Russia’s unqualified support. 

He has clamped down more even than 
before on Serbia’s independent media, 
which have slender resources and lim- 
ited circulation. The Western govern- 
ments have done little to support die 
expression of political pluralism in the 
country. The Soros Foundation, which 
has been doing moa of the things that the 
European Union and Washington should 
have been doing to support free ex- 
pression and a civil society in the coun- 
try, was closed down by the Yugoslav 
authorities at the end of February. 

Mr. Milosevic is helped by the fact 
that a significant part of die young, 
politically conscious, professional 
class chose to flee Serbia during the 
war. There has been a huge brain drain. 
He may find himself threatened, 
however, by the coming to maturity of a 
younger generation that grew up with 


she -war. has seen the lies 
propaganda, and is not bound by the 
paranoid nationalism of its 
*He is strengthened by the fact th®** 
international community must oem 
Sith him, and by the willingness of 
some to go beyond that necessity . 
Washington needs his continued co- 
operation so that US. troops canleaye 
Bosnia by the end of tins year. France, 
under President Jacques Chirac, seems 
io have resumed the pro- Serbian policy 
of the Mitterrand government, andte 
been the first major state to re-esta Misn 

its embassy in Belgrade. 

Serbia needs to have those political 
forces strengthened which are ‘-^con- 
taminated by the crimes (and failure*) of 
the last five years. This is not somemmg 
in which outside influences can be. de- 
cisive, but outside forces can certainly 
abstract Serbia’s democratic recovery 
by affording Mr. Milosevic more than 
the expedient minimum of respect- 

Because Serbia remans in essentia 
structures a democracy, iis voters bear a 
responsibility for what Mr. Milosevic 
has in the past done in their name. 
However, this also means that they have 
an influence upon what will come next. 
Mr. Milosevic might yet. if only even- 
tually. meet the fate be deserves. 

International Herald Tribune. 

0 Los Angeles Times Syndicate 


Help a Fragile Bright Spot in West Africa to Remain Alight 


J OHANNESBURG — Two 
years ago. in an article in The 
Atlantic that made an impact on 
American attitudes toward 
Africa, Robot Kaplan por- 
trayed Sierra Leone as the epi- 
center of a spreading blight of 
political anarchy, scarcity, 
crime, overpopulation, tribal- 
ism and disease, which be be- 
lieved was destroying the social 
fabric of the planet. 

This noxious degeneration, 
Mr. Kaplan contended, had 
already engulfed all of West 
Africa and was now advancing 
across the rest of the world to 
pose what he predicted would 
be die critical national security 
issue of the early 21st century. 

He did not intend his thesis to 
cause a turning away from 
Africa (“We ignore this dying 
region at our own risk,” he 
wrote), but that is what 
happened. The reaction of many 
to his doomsday scenario was to 
shrink from the source of the 
plague. Diplomatic interest in 
Africa nosedived. Sierra Leone 


By Allister Sparks 


slid to the bottom rung of U.S. 
foreign aid recipients. 

But in recent weeks I have 
watched Sierra Leoneans Light a 
glimmer of hope in West Africa 
as they defied rebel bullets and 
the unpredictable violence of a 
rabble army to participate in 
their first truly democratic elec- 
tions in nearly 30 years. It may 
— just may — set them on the 
road to recovery. 

If it does, the ripple effect on 
Sierra Leooe’s neighbors in 
Africa's most populous and 
troubled region, where military 
regimes proliferate and the in- 
fluence of delinquent Nigeria 
dominates, could be significant 

lit was the most unlikely elec- 
tion imaginable. The military 
junta was clearly unenthusiastic, 
but, like South Africa’s Frederik 
W. de Klerk two years before, 
had initiated a process that then 
developed a momentum of its 
own. A revolutionary movement 
that had been trying to topple the 


military government and take 
power had vowed to stop the 
elections by force. 

The poorly trained and un- 
disciplined Sierra Leone army 
was itself more of a threat than a 
stabilizing force, with many 
conscripts being labeled “so- 
bels” — soldiers by day, rebels 
by night — as they, too, harassed 
and looted die population. 

The situation on the ground 
was hopelessly unstable. The 
five-year rebel war has dis- 
placed half die 4,275,000 pop- 
ulation, driving people into 
refugee camps inside Sierra Le- 
one and in neighboring Guinea 
and Liberia. Large parts of the 
country were no-go areas. 

Yet the elections took place, 
with a 60 percent turnout. Five 
international observer teams 
pronounced them fair and a le- 
gitimate expression of the will 
of die people of Sierra Leone. 

What they showed above all 
was a spirit of determination on 


the part of the ordinary people 
of Mr. Kaplan’s no-hope coun- 
try to end die series of one-party 
and military dictatorships that 
have oppressed them and looted 
the resources of their country 
for more than a generation, 
leaving the youth in particular 
without hope for the future. 

It reminded me of the re- 
action of black Sooth Africans, 
who, after decades of relative 
passivity in the face of apart- 
heid, suddenly rose up in the 
1980s to cry “Enough” and 
assert their demand for change. 

I watched these elections as a 
member of an observer group in 
the southeastern town of Ken- 
etna. On election day the cit- 
izens swarmed into me streets 
in defiance of a firelight that 
had been raging in the town for 
two and a half hours. The rebels 
had launched a predawn attack 
to scare voters away from the 
polls, but the people of Kenema 
were determined. “We want 
vote!'* they chanted. 

And vote they did. In the face 


of this display of public cour- 
age, the rebel attackers began to 
withdraw. Although the polling 
stations opened late, by evening 
nearly every registered adult in 
Kenema had voted. 

The elections took place in an 
atmosphere of intense enthusi- 
asm. Fiveof the 1 3 participating 
parties won sears in the new 80- 
member Parliament, with none 
gaining an outright majority. 

There was no outright winner 
of the presidency', either, but in a 
second, run-off election on 
March 25 between the two 
strongest party leaders, Tejan 
Kabbah, a 62-year-old former 
United Nations official, emerged 
die winner. He is scheduled to 
take office soon. 

Now the task is to make Si- 
erra Leone's tenuous hold on 
democracy sustainable. For that 
to happen it needs help. 


The writer, a journalist who 
lives in South Africa, contrib- 
uted this comment to The Wash- 
ington Post. 


Look Again, Not All Vietnamese Refugees Can Safely Return 


N EW YORK — This is the 
season on the South China 
Sea when the risk of storms is 
low and the prevailing winds 
drive east, away from Vietnam. 
It was at this time of year, be- 
tween mid-March and the end of 
June, that Vietnamese, fleeing 
Hanoi's brutal Stalinist regime, 
used to pack into small boats 
and set sail for the shores of a 
place they called * ‘freedom.” 

More than a million made it 
to Thailand, Malaysia, Indone- 
sia, the Philippines, Hong 
Kong, even as far as Japan, 
where they were put in camps, 
then resettled, mostly in Amer- 
ica. Hundreds of thousands 
were lost at sea. 

And then there are the 36,000 
who got lost in the bureaucracy 
of international refugee man- 
agement — on dry land, in 
refugee camps, but drowning in 
failed hopes, their applications 
for asylum rejected. After six, 
seven, even 10 years, they are 
still behind barbed wire. 

But this year the winds have 
changed. At a meeting this 
month in Geneva, the United 


By Philip Gourevitch 


Nations refugee agency de- 
clared that it will close the 
camps by the end of June, and 
those Vietnamese who refuse to 
go gently back to their home- 
land will be sent there by force. 

The United States once op- 
posed the forced repatriation of 
boat people. The images of 
fanner allies being beaten and 
dragged onto planes for direct 
shipment to a police state that 
despised them turned the na- 
tional stomach. 

No longer. Shortly after the 
new plan for camp closures was 
previewed in Bangkok in Janu- 
ary. Vietnamese at a Malaysian 
camp who resisted forcible re- 
patriation were greeted with 
gunfire. One was killed, and 
several more were wounded. In 
the Philippines, a similar op- 
eration also resulted in violence. 
Families were split up, with 
some members shoved onto a 
plane and others lefi behind. 
Never mind; the program went 
forward with U.S. approval. 

Yet among the 36,000 who 


remain in the camps are people 
who served with the Americans 
in Vietnam. At the camp on the 
island of Palawan, in the Phil- 
ippines, die Veterans of the Vi- 
etnam War post boasts more 
than 100 members. 

One of them is a woman 
named Le Thi Khoe. In 1968 
she went to work as a clerk 
typist for the Americans — 59th 
Signal Company. First Signal 
Brigade, Twenty-First Signal 
Group — at the Nba Trang Air 
Base in South Vietnam. When I 
met her in Palawan this past 
December, she answered all my 
questions with a “Yes, sir.” or 
“No, sir,” that had all the soap 
and crackle of military drill. 

She showed me her old per- 
sonnel records, which she had 
obtained from the American 
Embassy in Manila. The papers 
explained that she was dis- 
missed when the base closed in 
1974, and that she was “au- 
thorized for a prorated Tet Bo- 
nus,” and “eligible for a sep- 
aration allowance.” But despite 


Soldiers Still Need Land Mines 


C AMBRIDGE. Massachu- 
setts — Forty-four years 
ago this month. I was making 
my way down Hill 59 in 
Korea, not far from the on- 
going peace negotiations ai 
Panmunjom. But there was no 
peace on the hill. 

After a brisk firefight the 
previous night, my platoon 
had taken the hill from 
Chinese Communist forces. 

Despite my caution. I 
tripped on a wire. 1 heard a 
*Mhip” as it activated a mine, 
and I steeled myself for the 
explosion that would rip off 
my legs. Nothing happened- 
Tbe mine had malfunctioned. 

Two nights later the Chi- 
nese tried to recapture Hill 59. 
Anticipating this, my platoon 
had installed mines to protect 
our position. As mortar shells 
rained down and automatic 
weapons fire swept the lull. I 
could hear mines detonating 
and shrieks of agony. The 
mines saved us from being 
overrun. 

To this day I cannot walk 
across an open field without 
an eerie feeling that death 
lurks in the tranquillity. 

Yet I feel ambivalent about 
mines. 1 know they have both 
threatened and saved my life. 


By Bernard E. Trainor 


Senator Patrick J. Leahy, 
Democrat ofVermont, is spon- 
soring legislation that would 
forbid the U.S. military to use 
land mines. Supporters say 
such a bon could help lead to an 
international agreement to out- 
law mines. The senator is right 
to condemn the civilian deaths 
caused by leftover mines. And 
putting restrictions on interna- 
tional sales is a worthy goal 
dial could save lives. 

But we cannot wave a ma- 
gic wand and do away with 
mines entirely. U.S. troops of- 
ten depend on them, and an 
international ban would not 
prevent other forces from us- 
ing them. They will always be 
a trump card for troops who 
find themselves disadvant- 
aged on the battlefield. 

Unlike chemical weapons, 
to which Mr. Leahy often 
compares them, mines are 
easy to make. In die early days 
of the Vietnam War the Viet- 
cong used trip wires to convert 
unexploded bombs and artil- 
lery shells into mines. 

Soldiers can fashion them 
from hand grenades or evert 
pieces of pipe. For the most 


pan they do this not out of 
indifference to civilian lives 
but in the belief drat it will 
save their own lives. 

The world's modem armies 
have strict regulations, inten- 
ded to protect civilians, gov- 
erning the use of mines. Most 
have sophisticated mines that 
automatically deactivate in a 
few weeks or months. 

The teal problem is irregular 
troops, such those in the former 
Yugoslavia, who use the de- 
vices indiscriminately as a 
principal weapon. Such forces 
would not be deterred by a ban 
but could find themselves with 
an advantage in a conflict. 

Wars are terrible, and in- 
nocent people suffer from 
them even after they end- Ar- 
tillery shells from World War 
I stiU take lives in Flanders. 
We may deplore the carnage, 
but it is a sad reality. Ttying to 
outlaw mines is much like try- 
ing to outlaw war itself, an 
exercise in futility. 


The writer, a retired Marine 
Corps lieutenant general, dir- 
ects the national security pro- 
gram at Harvard's John F. 
Kennedy School of Govern- 
ment. He contributed this com- 
ment to The New York Times. 


rules favoring boat people with 
ties to the American forces in 
Vietnam, she had been denied 
refugee status. 

So had Nguyen Thu Huong, 
whose husband, a Sooth Viet- 
namese soldier, had fought with 
the US. forces and was later 
killed escaping the concentra- 
tion camp where the Commun- 
ists had sent him for re-edu- 
cation. She. too. had spent years 
in a forced labor camp, before 
escaping Vietnam. During her 
flight she was separated from 
her two sons. They wound up in 
Malaysia, were granted asylum 
and now live in California. 

The UN refugee agency now 
calls die two women “econom- 
ic migrants” and “illegal ali- 
ens.” If they haven't yet been 
sent home, they soon will be, 
even if they have to be clubbed 
first — even, it seems, if they 
have to be shot. 

The White House knows that 
people with strong American 
ties are still in the camps, and 
administration officials are 
quietly negotiating .with Viet- 
nam for the right to screen the 
boai people one last time. That 
should be a top priority in U.S. 
relations with Hanoi today. 

When Bill Clinton restored 
diplomatic ties with Vietnam last 
year, he promised to keep the 
pressure on about human rights. 
But the prospects for political 
freedom in Vietnam have only 
gone from bad to worse since 
“normalisation.” Advocates of 
democratic reforms and 


The writer, a New York- 
based journalist, contributed 
this comment to The Washing- 
ton Post. s 
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1896: Balkan Entente 


byMr. Wilson, but revived by 
President Harding this year. 


PffiUPPOPOLIS — Austria 
will oppose the aims of Bulgaria lo ,.r 
in the Balkans. The visit of the Wru ng Room 

King of Senna to Athens is in — - ^ 

order to obtain a knowledge of 
the pretensions and intentions of 
Groce in Macedonia before try- 
ing to establish an entente with 
Bulgaria. Here it is believed that 
an entente can be established 
between Bulgaria, Servia and 
Montenegro against Austria, 
under the auspices of Russia. 
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1921: Eggs Roll Again 


610,“ which be' didT— room 

gL* T Waldorf ^ 

teLi woman cordially 
E *!!* 1 - “• As he stood in 
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The Wau a moment 

anofcer 


WASHINGTON — Big crowds 
attended the first egg-rolling 
which has been- held on the 

White House lawn since the be- WCQl 10 another 

ginning of the Mrar. Hundreds of ^ a P^ 1 

children from Washington were Hon “t Mada m,”^aid 
ti» guests of President and Mrs. 1 afraid thm» w 

Harding at the Easter party, and 
they were given eggs colored by 
Mis. Harding herself. The egg- 
rafting tradition was abolished 
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Buddhist leaders are regularly 
jailed; independently minded 
writers are harassed and stifled. 

By forcing the boat people to 
return to Vietnam, the interna- 
tional community is offering its 
stamp of approval to an un- 
abashed police state. 

UN refugee managers say 
that nearly 100,000 boat people 
have already returned to Viet- 
nam, and none has been polit- 
ically persecuted. But interna- 
tional field monitors privately 
admit that returnees live in fear 
and might not dare to describe 
the harassment they now must 
learn to live with. 

The Vietnamese who remain 
in the camps have promised to 
riot and fight against repatri- 
ation this spring. 

The law of the sea requires 
sailors to rescue those in danger 
on the waters. On June 9, 1988, 
in the waters north of Palawan, 
the amphibious landing ship 
Dubuque, under the command of 
Captain Alexander Balian, a 
much decorated veteran of the 
Vietnam War, refused to help 
more than 80 Vietnamese re- 
nigees in a derelict fishing boat. I 
Some of those people survived ! 

by resorting to cannibalism. The 

story got out, and Captain Balian * 
was court-martialed. He re- 
ceived a reprimand. Would be 
now receive a medal? 
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OPINION/LETTERS 


Change the Primaries 


■By William Safi 


W ASH3CN GTON — Tlose of 
us present at the creation of 
the modafl politica? primary in 
1 952 remember the thrills of New 
Hampstixo campaigning: 

Governor Sherman .Adams 
drove tfaelead car in the motorcade 
himself, careemng^ down the icy 
road fitwi Concord, the stale cap- 
ital, teirifjiiig *e scheduler (me). 
In the bos behind was Fred War- 
ing’s gfeeeJub, which would swell 
patriotic* hearts witii “Where oh 
where bit in America can you sing 
true Frcttfcsn’a sot|?” 

But how thethiifi is gone. The 
1996 Hdw . Hampshire primary 
was a parody erf partiematory 
democracy, the last hturah of a 
tradition corrupted by local hubris 
and overwhelmed by hype. 

Not . because Pat Buchanan 
won. The Granite Stale’s bell- 
wether status had long ago been 
lost What- ended New Hamp- 
shire's stranglehold on Opening 
Day was the transparent phonj- 
ness erf it all — of candidates 
unable to climb over cameramen 
to touch a voter. 

The last straw was the way 
Republican state parly officials 
took umbrage at the temerity of 
Delaware to schedule its primary 
only four days after the New 
Hampshire kickoff. Delaware 
Republicans were chided for this 
encroachment; New Hampshire’s 
governor; Steve Merrill, asked all 
candidates to boycott the Del- 
aware primary. 

AD top contendere obeyed save 
Steve Forbes, who had little New 
Hampshire support to lose and so 
picked. up Delaware's Hel^gat^ 
That uncontested victory gave him 
a boost a few days later m Arizona 
and nearly derailed Mr. Dole — all 
thanks to the overreaching of me- 
firstNew Hampshire. 

No state party should be ahte to 
jerk around candidates that way. 
Haley Barbour, the Republican na- 


ire 

chairman, has appointed an 
ragnt-member committee to study 
bwv to make the primary system 
roore ranooal and representative, 
us recommendations win be made 
at me party's national convention 
m August. 

i *Pr?, **“■ w as so froat- 
loaded, argues the committee’s 
Jun Nicholson of Color- 
aflo, that you had have a 
tremendous organization or a big 
war cbest in order to have a shot at 
the nomination.’* 

The purpose of a new primary 
system should be to enable party 
members in all states to examine 
aD the candidates, and give can- 
didates opportunity to learn what 
concerns local voters. 

To achieve this in a way that’s 
fair to rach state’s voters and least 
expensive for candidates, both 
major parties need to organize the 
space and string out the rime. 
..nm would mean 8 or 10 re- 
gional primaries held during a 
span of about three months, 
preferably April through June. 
Clustering the stales makes far 
travel schedules that are cheaper 
and less exhausting; letting the 
campaign run a few months lets 
voters and the news media teach 
candidates how to be president. 

But what states wul be first? 
Answer: Rotate the timing of the 
regional primaries. In opening 
deference to the New Hampshire 
“tradition,” in MOO let the New 
England region be first; when 
Senator John S. McCain of Ari- 
zona runs in 2004. let the South- 
western region open. 

This imposes a national party 
discipline on the current state 
scramble. How un-Republican. 
But in my min d’s ear, I mb hear 
the strains of authentic primary 
campaigning again: “Wnere oh 
where but in America can you 
smg true Freedom's song?” 

The New York Times. 



"They say the tobacco boys boost the nicotine in these to make them more 
addictive . Bail can’t imagine anyone doing anything that disgusting/ 


What’s the Matter, Baby? 


By Maureen Dowd 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Command to Kill? 

Regarding “A Fatwa Against 
Suicide Killings ” (Opinion, 
March 12) by Abraham Cooper : 

Contrasting Jewish to Islamic 
scholars in their responses to acts 
of terrorism. Rabbi Cooper as- 
serts that the Jewish religious 
scholars have openly condemned 
Yigal Amir's attempt to invoke 
Jewish law to justify his murder of 
Yitzhak Rabin. But apparently 
that discussion was concerned 
only whh the killing of a Jew by 
another Jew. They never ques- 
tioned the killing of non-Jews. On 
the contrary, there are religious 


nationalists, among them prom- 
inent rabbis, who frequently 
identify the Arabs with Amalek. 
whom the Jews are commanded to 
annihilate (DeuL 25: 17-19). 

Rabbi Cooper should ask his 
colleagues about their position on 
this commandment and the de- 
struction of the Arabs before mak- 
ing demands on Muslim clerics. 

WISS AM ZAHA WIE. 

Rome. 

Montreal Malaise 

Regarding ‘‘Montreal's Deep 
Malaise" ( March 25): 

I object to this gloomy picture 


of my native city as moribund 
after the vote on Quebec separ- 
ation. The writer could just as 
easily have taken an opposite 
slant, that Montreal is in renais- 
sance, mentioning the new hockey 
arena in the city ’s heart, the tourist 
industry, the abundance of artists, 
and the large number of Montreal- 
ers who slide easily between 
French and English, enjoy the 
city's bilingual character, and 
have no wish to leave. It's also one 
of the few cities in North America 
where you can walk downtown at 
2 A.M. and feel safe. 

DON BELL. 

Paris. 


W ASHINGTON — It took 
27 years of unwanted poun- 
cing. yanking and smooching be- 
fore Senator Bob Packwood of 
Oregon was bounced out of his 
job in Congress. 

It took a few minutes and one 

MEAA T WHILE 

unwanted endearment before 
Bernice Harris was bounced out 
of her job in Congress. 

Is this progress? 

All die trauma that has shaken 
this capital over sexual harass- 
menu and it comes down to this: 
Mrs. Hams, a 58-year-old cashier 
in a Senate coffee shop, was the 
target of a sexual-harassment com- 
plaint from a young Senate staff 
member who took offense when 
Mrs. Harris called him by the 
name she uses for everyone from 
senators to janitors: “baby.” 

"I call all my customers baby, 
honey, sweetheart — senators 
and all,” she says. “I treat people 
like 1 want my kids and grandkids 
and myself to be treated. I don’t 
know his problem.” 

The staff member, Christopher 
Held, who works for Senator 
Mitch McConnell, Republican of 
Kentucky, complained to his of- 
fice manager and sent a letter to 
Mrs. Harris, saying. "The term 
that you quoted does make me 
real bothersome.” 

His superiors say Mr. Held 
may be particularly sensitive to 
such comments because he is 
hearing- impaired. 

Mrs. Harris has worked ar the 
Capitol for 30 years. She said she 
"fakes” being upbeat, even when 
she has trouble with her asthma, 
heart and high blood pressure, 
because “there’s no need forme 
to take it out on other people.” 

Her supervisors decided to 
transfer her from the basement 
coffee shop where she had worked 


to a large cafeteria because, as she 
told the Capitol Hill publication 
Roll Cab, they were afraid she 
"might make the same slip and 
call him ’baby' again and tills guy 
could sue.” 

Mrs. Harris clearly did not 
learn much from all her decades 
spent mingling with members of 
Congress. She did not compro- 
mise or weasel. She quit, just 
weeks short of the May 6 re- 
tirement date that would give her 
full benefits, saying that the trans- 
fer “wasn't right.” 

She was barely gone before her 
fans rallied. Workers from Sen- 
ator Charles Robb's office signed 
a letter of support. Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan sent flowers. 
This week, Mrs. Harris was back 
at work, a profile in coffee-shop 
courage, nursing the flu, wearing 
a red sweatsuit and a gold cross 
and a halo of short braids. 

"They told me to stop using 
'baby’ in case that young man 
comes back, and I’m trying to 
hold my tongue, but I forget 
sometimes,” She said. “I’m go- 
ing back to work, do my 28 days 
and God willing, get out." 

Mr. Held came by, she said, 
and she apologized to him. Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell, the Col- 
orado senator, assured Mrs. Har- 
ris that he sti U wanted ro be called 
“baby” and “honey." 

“We are so P.C. around here, it 
makes you want to vomit.” be 
says. “It’s gotten so doggone bad 
you can't even tell someone they 
have on a pretty dress or that their 
necktie looks good.” 

Representative Sonny Bono, 
who built his career on a song with 
the word “Babe” in it, says 
everyone has become so sensitive, 
he's afraid to make eye contact 

Is it possible to have both sens- 
itivity and perspective? 

Maybe, baby. 

The New York Times. 
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rooms. 130m hgh aAagv 2 reads 
rooms. F<5P0l0Qg Teh fll 4<W 004Z 
1st, PLACE VB4DOME (reor). Lwun- 
ous 1 bedroore aparnnenl on rue St. 
Hknore, entohr redone, elegant 
l feted kitchen. fiO sqm 
Tel D3-11 4623 WW. 

16 A: sompiuolb 'RFner. 270 

sqm oy mm eH, price FF7J»)OflOO. 
3rd MARAIS: tremendous 
terra - 73 

GH (1U5I 

16*, IOOps elf an FOCH 100m from 
forte *Wof, 50 to, 4th floor. 
TrodreonoJ 1BW bnktno rereMted. 

kteof pnre: FF1 S naEon NOWSHiS 

Ffl w.toPWSl»4ni Tel 84112 
HEAT ST GSMAIN DB PB5 35 


PAUUS ROYAL-MUSH DU LOUVRE 

17* cent buikfeig, dose to axderE. 4 

rooms, IK sqm mi Wi cefcwv. 
hreptoce. Owner PZ.6MTdUa0tJ60 

LES HAUS - 4 ROOMS - 95 tqm. 
btrghi/quial, renovated - Boa pre 

vttelft- perfect DOreSwn. Nb broker. 
T1JB5Jiaflcl 4236400 Fc *621300 

ST GBUUUN W LAYE, Cfc» to Pais. 
Townhouse .ISO qn, 4 bedrooms. 
Ctafe Lvoee lni\ trorewort, town 
aster. F36M. Tefc 33-1 3087 0B1Z 
20* M° Jourdon, lovely 4-roor* Hot. 
115 sq.m Hontereom style bukfarg. 


sunny, ferfi 

maaaifli 


crefogs, y«i criar. 

TrtniCwr” 




16*, PRESOBW KEMNB7Y bang 
Setae, sotak 5flr Poor, 55 sqm. + 


AV 

aus 

roam. ’ 
«hei ‘ 


MONTAIGNE ha* Baza, bmcv 
i Dot, I5D sqm padum moists 
rm. 24 hr sewnty. Tet.l-lH4 40M 


Pta/NeuRy. 


2nd, M0NT0RGU8L 

3 rooms, 50-iqm + 




PAJUS 16*. in eariy century heestone 

housa 3/^room to, owl 6 bright. 
TOKM. Owner HI 469*01 04. evk 


4*. NICE VSW 


Good 

strew 

SWtfl 


ETORE - VICTOR HUGO 65sgjn. Rot. 

i fooi, na 


IfeW 


L coin. *th 
PI *7 39 89 65 


TBOCADERO, Bat avdUsfe 95 sqm 
weh mod’s room. Surety. For ol n 
to motion Tel: owner (M 423617.46 


RENTALS 


PARIS AREA FURNISHED 


CAPfTAlE • PAXTNBB 
Hrrahadd tawfey Jtaqrhwnh. o# ues. 

font and suburtn. 

Tel 1-4614 821 1 . Pax 1-4614 8213 

Wb hefp you best ! 


7-ROOM H0ME& GARDEN 

20 min from CHAMPS-ETSBES 

Cfojhie frvtag with veranda 


garden 150 sqm Very great noghber- 
hooO, easy perking, 5 mm. ro stfrway; 
M de Issy. One yessr lease otay. 
Coma Mi DUftjr. owner 
Til 1-4529 0121 /fax 1-4414 7700 


Embassy Service 

YOUR REAL STATE 
AGENT IN PARIS 
Tel: (1) 47.20.30.05 

FURttiSHED APARTMENTS 
M PARIS ? 

Call BA Ml 

Tol: (33-11 40 84 92 51 
Fax: 1 33-1 ) 40 84 04 88 

De Circourt 

ASSOCIATE 


■ fores for Bmcunvet - 
Idede xm rnniodanjnrMurto- 5 bedroore 
Qucjt i and sarwoe assured 
READY TO MOVE W „ 
Tell -47 53 8013 Fra 45 51 75 77 

8tfa4UXl»V DUPLEX, oft Avenue 
M un t o gne: Now, becunfuly hunched 
hung loom, dning area 1 bedroom. 
IV? marble beta modem custom 
nrfeft hnersJddies. guard*® 3 
worths to 1 vr. USA let. flWSSSB 

PARK 16* NEAR HBBB MMfflN, 

superb duplex, 90 tqjn + 2 terroes, 
hung, 2 b ertoana. >6ew BfW T ower 
Inna or short term. F13MDL MASTFC 
GMUPTetl -42 22 78 70 

7fc EXCEPTIONAL 
Luxurious *<0 sore., 76r floor. Ht 
BARBARA FRBMG Teh MO 20 96 00 

SEVRES - DSECT OWNSt, tags i 

beckoom foam mth garden, Uy 
fonrehed A rsupfied. J borte for 1 
Jdy STctose wl sdwols. 


year as rf JJv 
pat, font. Tet 


fit <5 3< 32 10 


15 th, PONT MBABEAU, 2 tooth to 

SUMV, mwrt. rrs.lioo + FF500 

thrun Tet- owner fl| fee -to 3* 7? 
PARIS 10 HUNS studio. 

townhguK. Delate fin (331 

tv Pl>. 47 Crennee, F- 
<6*. NEAR FOOL beounW 780 ta» 

Sroom to, lor OB reccpfon. FF19p00 

r chregw Trtowner ft) 45 PI 605 6 
AVB4UE POOL deami 60 tq.rn. ito 

(to web meed & ton. Short semi 
FrijOOO’weel W HHS 04 49 59 
7th, EXCSTIONAI VIEW, near Bortn 

Munrr 130 sqm femhrdto.tvreg, 

7 her* Mini Ten ace. Td 1 4326 1841 


TUSCANY-OflANII (ITALY), dree to 
Harence. wonderful sriBa wuh 170 
hectares of laid. 13 of whch are 
Chant’ Oasnro wneyarct Other 
properties m and om Onreh Orosco 
area avaktofe. TurcfeP^za Giamc 
19. 1-UlOO Sena Td. P9)577<47192 
to 289241, 

MONACO 


MONTE CARLO 

’LE GRAND LARGE', Arti active studio 
npartmem 37 sqm. *> modem buUn(k 
sea view, cellm and parting space 
|7*>) 

aagedi 

9, Bd desM.'uto MC98000 Monaco. 
Td 3392 16 ,W 59 fm 3393 50 1942 


IRELAND 

I8EAND, DUNOUN, CO KERRY, for 

sale Siedrcum home. If* batfe. 7-25 
rates of lend, wren d wean Fdfy 
fernshedl 4 ps old For info laS USA 
6177836340 or Fax- 617-2546841 
hsh Pounds LI2QJ00 00 

PORTUGAL 

ALGARVE 4 650 MJn. pin* «4> 
proved far bsdd™ by the Camara 
Mrevapaf de AlbuferaL located south 
at N125 Teai wfcge .jt Gina Area 
cteveiaped by wefJncwvn mfoxj t mi ot 
revdenh or> smitelj saeri lafe treur 
res to MM Fra. Esq.. USA. fra 602 
59&9G8Z facta agrest avaUte to 
^show^poperl^ttdJffi^O^S^^ 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 

IN MINI-ARCHIPELAGO, NEAR 
SNGAPOftE, AN EXauSWE CLUB 
WITH WIL BE HUR.T IN VR1AS ffi- 

TWEEN MANGROVES FOR HOLIDAY 

ON SEA. PBVATE LIVING. CONR. 

DBfflAL SLW«5 OR SCENWYC 

rkearch wacow tfchmcal 

OR FUNDING MEMBBES n S» Par- 
adee.Fra 4 44 101 83 2340 

SPAIN 

DISCO PUB re bsormg Sa'di where 
forr AdwMiorn a smasfeng success. 
Fuly equeped and fvmehed Ifoque 
mreament fa 34-1-521 37 43. 
BEMSA. SEA VIEW, 17fr ecu. stone 
house + guesi house & 2 oaes. pod. 
matt Tet Pi 4547 0131. 


BBQ. FF2' 


Tet (I| 4549 OB 


SWITZERLAND 


□ 


LAKE GENEVAS ALPS 

Sals to tonstaners aMhoriad 1 

our GpwUfty 8feH» 1975- 


Attrocthro prapartSec in MONTREUX 
VEVEY.YlltARS, DLABLBETS, 
OLMB-MOWANA. tec 1 toifod- 
roo ta SFr. 200,000 to 3-5 na 
REVACSJL 

52, MantbrSiint CH-T2U Georero 2 
Tel 41 22-734 1 5 40 l Pox 734 1 2 20 


SWITZERLAM) 

Vffkret S/OCotr mountain resort 
75 mins from Geneva 
2 bedrooms, 75 srjjn. rreartmert with 
botonv m hrxncnd 5 wbs Oriel. 
400 HI nDfll cer me. be oudnl 
iirert. qrner, poof, sawn, tenms. garage 
Furiwhed 8 equr 1 ' “ 


Td: 


Excelert lor 

f.SF3B5W. 

2833-SOQT 

13-5002 


VfllARS, new. knury cae-btd'cxxn 
rg*irtmeta Fanvenc mew, very near 
to ihe certer; goraon One haw from 
Geneva. USsT/OjWO. Cafl She owner 
-l Geneva. Tet +41-22 733 2530. 
Fro + 41 27-733 1469. M. Mncte 
GRAM} CHALET, rmrientri. 25 km 

from tVSTAAD ?4CChr abuuch. TO 

5Hl or RENT. Qwet and with a 
mnomim d tumhite Please caR +41 
29 318 16. Mr. feeds. 

USA GENERAL 

NEVADA HOT SPRINGS, 120 rales 

north at Ice Vrgas. Crystal ittorta 
beta Pure A* 90 Acres. Bar, Resou- 
.aii. Rv pork. Ideal lor develop m e n t 
te Heater Spa 599B OR Tet {7021 
H3-2395, Fra P<B| 553-2173 USA. 

USA RESIDENTIAL 


New Jwwy 15 Mbs. to NYC 

Creme Dteedfy to The GALAXY 

7000 Nvd. E. Guitsiteergr Lower MaU 
Terns, In 8 Cridoer for*, dub 
1-2 b 3 Bedrooms 3 Pe.-'t «ses 
RENTALS 51300-540)0 

win . mmssssxoo 


CGRPOSAH fiEliTTAft.'rei 



TT 351 6777 

OPEN 7 DAfk FAX 301 06U&7 

“TW HAMPTONS,” iwg lirisd, NT. 
5^ aoe I. Estate Area Sag H»b» 
Aicans house, sepoiotr hetwd sswfct. 


DEAL VKMTY, NJ. 

OCEANFSONf PROKRTY! 

E>quisite 4j acre Estatel 300‘ 
Oceoriiont Beach. IB museum qwAty 
l name 


I0ums ihruow this magtafiixta 
ongenlv designed by noted sdtted 
Stanford WMs. Mwah huge pool A 
penthouse. Can be suafendrefi Shan 
totranute ro New Yort Oty. Pnce on 
leques. 

MA RY UN K 

ROFBUE 

Eeatora 201-5691100 


N»C BOjoHMi 


Oi foams 


NEW EXCLUSIVE COMX) 

Lin uncus kvmg. ftoa Kvag A rtrtrtg 
ertf-rn lifchen. panelled library, 
huge Master Bertoam with room seed 
f« hen raraUe beta 2nd bedroom A 
besth. Purchase ferreshed or not. 
? tricornes. Over T OO ri. 

Mvro ffrsch 

212891 -7W1 'Res 212472-8810 

DOUGLAS HUMAN 


WC 50 s Wesi fodtown Condo 

Spectacular New Exclusive 

Mnnrevaing p re wronra vieire horn cr 
350 condo with a 45* Living Room 
overkrikmg Centtol Part. A magnfam, 
2800 ri apratmeni re more conwsue m 
toenuon m center of rt alL One of 0 
hmd on rondo maker. E*d usne 
Mcree Banco 

212-891 -7083/ fies 718627-2980 

DOUGLAS HUMAN 


FLORIDA HOMES FOR SALE 
Miami's Fisher bland S800.000- 
56.000 000 & the aoK dub oammrev- 
tes ol tom Beads. Boca Eaton & 
v«0 Beach S500.OD0-J2.fflW.0M. 
Drxnnga Ima, Sonfeipe' fotaiy. let 
r [17 4837573 fra 4C7-B52OT10 


CAMHN MAINE NEXT TO 63 Af3tE 
natore reserve, weft to harbor, 7500 
si compfcs. house. 2 capon, office, 
stubo. apartment, wabhop USA 
_ U56517. 


7-236651? 

BOCA RATON. A Gofl-wunv i bed- 
rooms. 4 5 baths, fefe, pool polo 
club, S375K. Maroa Eero. T407-479. 
3224 F4D747P-3M1. Wbrertroy & 
country dub WcriisL AX prices. 
NYC-MANHATTAN large 3 » room 
apartmera. forte locancn. to service 
buldrea I198X Phm [212} 427-7408 

fo». 21241<1-5P5. fetalC riteportjtet 
NYC Mmhathre oft 5th Ave 
2 bed 2 both re Mdtown Bw 
landnak taAhng MX* Td 212 982- 
9870 fan 712 6744614 Mr . Hernberg 


DELUXE NYC MAS 2 BEDROOM 
condo an Fifth, hgh oty & pork wews 
con Fra Bear pfcn USA 

USA FARMS A RANCHES* 

MAKGAMTA BUND, Veneweto 

New 280 sqjn, rifa, 4 bedoons. 3 
beta 3 toiQ rooms, well equipped 
Indian, few potto <n ttopcol greaen. 

REAL ESTATE 
TO RENT/SHARE 

AUSTRIA 

VEM4A HOME AWAY FROM HOME 

Apu liner its with btdien, weekty or 
^iortWy. Sturfei. Pent home Maaonene, 
Family Sure from $399.' week. $1520' 
month ndtring mend service. Hate' 
K greet Proru Jareph, +<3 1 32 73 50. 
VlBftlA-HOUSMG-AGBCY. Hotkey. 
Resdmee Apartmertv'ITtaL'VifaL, 

Tel. 533 50 63 Fi» 535 53 36 Vienna. 


GREAT BRITAIN 


LONDON, HOLLAND PARK, 2/3 
btrioom spit level flat. Fuly furmshed 
69 monta C550 per week. TeL Lc ta 
44171-937-7759 or 171 338 6370 
BELGRAVIA PENTHOUSE. Smgfe 
eneartrire shore, fuly staffed, anhque 
iurn £300 / 400 pe< -net. td- 
44 171 M9 2576 everaw only. 


FRENCH RIVIERA 


SEA VEW APARTMH 4 T FOR RENT 
ST-RAULOEYBICE 

laO Sqytv., mdependeta, furnished, new 

r aired floor flat, 3 double bedrooms, 
bathroom. Wing with retegrated 
Lichen, brectadong sea wew. 

Lai^e garden weh terms/ svnaineng 

Ffigh Mcaaa 2 wee* SFr. *500 
4 wwefe Sfr. 11,000 
Low uKtron 2 weeks SFr. 4,000 

4 weeks SFr. 7^00 

Phone office +4122 839 3040 
FAX +4122 8393050 

HOLLAND 

RBUHOUSEMlERNADONAL 
No 1. in Hcftred 
far firetd funrehod hou»es/8ars 
TeF. 31 -206448751 Frw 31 -2W465909 
N haven 19-21, 1083 AM Amsterdam 

SPAIN 

CAPITAL MADRD 

CORPORATE' I* 34 ] S! JS li 

Fuly Serviced ExacuKvn Afarahnentt 


REAL ESTATE 
WANTED/EXCHANGE 

EAST HAMPTON FLY, Gtomorous 
contemporary has everytbnp ■ with to 
eichonge far stat* m Northern at 
seaside holy. TEL 7 IB- 258-0390 
frnywnef r FAX 7T8-2583510 USA 
Martha's Vineyrad Sea Coptarii 
Honse C J83& 14 toons. 415 baths, 
bglond. Pent, IrHcred. T*l B47-256- 


SWITZBHJUID 


We seM on the Gflte d'Azur 
in Theoule'Mircmxr 

Condos h a hotel with style on 
a peaceful southern location 
with a fantastic panorama. 
Beautiful garden with pool, 
260 meters to the beach with 
private access. AO rooms with 
toilet&hower and plumbing for 
kitchen instaftation. Building of 
the twenties, recertify com- 
pletely renovated. Surfaces 
from 25 sqjn. to 230 sq.m. 

• Duplex in new residence, 
3 rooms 55 sq.m. covered log- 
ga 8 sq.m., Sort-roof 29 sqm, 
modem kitchen with granite 
surface, in very good shape, 
lastefufy furnished. Wonderful 
view of the sea, harbor and 
Esterei mountain. Big gartten 
with pool, 200 meters to 
the beach. Price including 
furniture FFl ,550,000. 

■i Vifleneove-loijbeMlage 
between Nice and Antibes. 

•2 bedroom apartement with 
2 bathrooms in residence 
efirectfy at the sea-stde, 10 
minutes from Nice. airport. 
Modem lay-out m arctirtechtu- 
raBy attra-ctive 3 story buflefing 
in beautiful park with pool and 
private, weJI-cared4or beach. 
Box in underground parking. 
Price including furniture 
FF2£00,000. 

Ask for our documentations or 
an on spot visit 

Prohaus AG, Tateeker 42, 
CH-80O1 Zurich, 

TeL +41-1-211 15 71 
Fax +41-1-211 SO S7 


FRANCE 


rt 


n 


“LE TRIANGLE DO CAP* 

Residence of GREAT OUAL1TY 
located in a PRIVILEGED SITE 
On the edge, of the Juan-Ies-Pins 
_ pine grow^ 

Luxurious fittings, overflowing pool 
VISIT THE MODEL APARTMENT 

TUmtgle du Cap • -f. rue Sanmuirfei 
Ob 160 ft 'AXJJ&PINS 
. TttOfiWlltS -/rexrtW/ii’W*.’ , 

L — iFrwrtxumfHlrrtrii upon rr^u^lt I 



Member oi the Compc^nte Fonddre &A. 
goupolCarponies 

DSvtent 

jnsw raamum 

MASmnC KHT THHM1SHE D HOUSE 
BETWEEN L&USBXSE &ND GENEVA. 



dose to the loke. neci Roue, set Ri 25 acres C I WOOD sqm) of park witti 
vvoocftsicfs. sfretms. groffo ond touifoh. BeoufflUy decxrared oriel 
furtshscJ inducing drowir^room, mcmlng room, cSnlnqrioom. jarcfti cTWver. 
3 Dedrooms 8 txrttroorrs eft sJteijxmge. gaknixise wffrr ccretalccr. 

SpAencSd lt*e and mocnldn views. 2D minutes to Geneva Airport and 
5 mtartes from renowrod WBmotkyxS scfxxl 

For further irtiormation, please cafl Bertrand COIGNY 
at *41 <0)22 36? 9141 or tax tO+ 41 (0)223622012 


USA 


France, 15 iivl from 

Gbew, Swireslaw 

Owner seflng kzge 1966 house bolt 
wilh the latest technologies Induct- 
ing electronicdy cor^led gate 
andgaage. 367sam.ivtngiaeaon 

2339 sqm wooded site bordering 

stream. Golf, saflng. tennis, sling, rla- 

ir> 0 ,thefmdLxJftB. fcmousccwio at 

" Shopping neatsy. Master 
ngendi 


. with cfcWBiig end bath en 
srJTe. 3 other Oedrocms. 2 showers. 

large drawing room with fireplace. 

sepaote dring. 2 tiiy eqtADped 
ktlchens. study. Private lane and 
spoaous paWng area 
6J*a a way prira BF 3.3 M 
Ihsanii vdw BF 5JS M) 

Owner retiring and rskxxrting 

Tet (33) 50 41 10 25 
or wwe Bcw P-JoO IHT. 

1 — 92521 NeuRy Cwto, France _J 


SAVOIE 


EXCEPTIONAL 120 SQJL 
FLAT IN CHALET 

rt^hl an Hlapes Lsfxilh & west eqmsuxl. 
TtoubteMiK. rqulpprtJ Wrrfra 
4 bedraortte. 3 bains t ntiowcr room. 

4 rooms. luDv pandtal «lih clear ptnc, 

2 spacious kwas* 15 m. kmc bakonv- 
SpfendbJvtew. Prtvaic hraird ftis & shoes 
torfcere. Sairttee 11’. ja muriy roam crfl gf. 
parUnn pora2*, CARBTASB&. 
PERFECT CONDITION 

ftinuvi ivnrT si Pans farfik: & pfwos 
Tel; <33-1)45 53 99 13 
_ Free (32-1) 47 55 44 59 _ 


MANHATTAN DELUXE™ 
HOMEEUYER X GUIDES 
PREMIER CONDOMINIUMS 
WORLD CUSS CO-OPS 
1NVESTMENTSJRE5IDENCES 
PARK and FIFTH AVENUES 
CENTRAL PARK SOUTHWEST 
PHOTOS qnd ESSENTIAL INFO 


For your JPrr guides contact: 

LAWRENCE DA1TCH 
TeL21Z5&9Zl8 Fas 212-75107# 
Ambrose MarElia Co., Inc. 
NEW YORK. N.Y. 


The Castle - Garrison, NY 

SwHKtetq mews ol Hudson Ffrvet creaie 
dramatic baridrop tor tore spectacular 
Moonah castle. On 33 act 35.000 si ol 
kte-MM space w.'jjcaded counyard. iur- 
rets, and gargoyles I hr. to NYC SEJM 
HOUUHANAjwmencE 
(914)265-0678 


f’.T. c., ^ . ll0 


-a 1 -! ■ - i t %n 


ITALY 

FARMHOUSE IN TUSCAN 

ffiDside near Cortom 
Like Ttrastmeao 

VS sq.m. Fuflj furnish 
2 Bedrooms, magnificent vi ( 

S Sou sq.m ground with ol 
tittre-Tcldone / ekertvirv / n -au 
DM2TOOOO. 

LTd=5Stt,ga\ T ££;s, 
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Theresa Randle and Isaiah Washington in Spike Lee’s 4 4 Girl 6.” and the lead chimp at the plate in “Ed.’ ' 


Le Cri de Tarzan 

Directed by Thomas Bar- 
diner. France , 


A couple kiss and cry out 
in the night It's Fr£d£ric 
playing Tarzan to Saliha's 
Jane. But this is not a 
match that wins raves from 
their families. Frederic 
(J alien Hnurant) is a tall 
blond boy from vintage 
Bordeaux stock; Saliha 
(Hamida Bedjaoui) is a 
small dark foreign girl 
whose father runs the Bar 
des Supporters, a cafe for 
soccer fans. Military ser- 
vice is a cincb for Frederic, 
who returns to home com- 
forts every night — a 
mother who cooks up sur- 
prises. a docile and suit- 
able girlfriend, a perfect 
tennis partner. Saliha turns 
out to be more Tarzan than 
Jane: she marches into Fre- 
deric’s bed, disrupts his 
tennis game, drags him off 
to the lie des Oiseaux, a 
reserve in wild marshes 
and quicksand. But idylls 
doa't thrive in quicksand 
or stormy weather. Freder- 
ic goes back to his base, 
where punishment is light 
— the commanding officer 
gives him tickets for the 
soccer match, family and 
friends forgive the prod- 
igal son and throw him a 
birthday party. Saliha. of 
course, is not invited, but 


she finds her way back to 
him. For nothing resists 
her, nor is Frederic's borne 
the fortress it seems to be: 
his father is feckless, his 
cool mother erupts with 
delirious aggressivity. 
Bardinet's first film is a sly 
and funny study of pro- 
vincial society and love 
that upsets — and con- 
quers — all. 

(Joan Dupont, IHT) 


Girl 6 


Directed bv Spike Lee. 
US. 


Spike Lee has often lamen- 
ted that there's too much 
pressure on him to perform 
as a black filmmaker, that 
he always has to be better 
than everyone else just to 

S et grudging respect Well, 
is worries are over. “Girl 
6" is such a mundane, flat 
comedy, it’s enough to re- 
duce expectations forever. 
This movie has flashes of 
the Old Spike, but they're 
nothing but flinty sparks. 
A sorta girl-power comedy 
written by playwright Su- 
zan-Lori Fades, “Girl 6” 
never really develops. 
When we meet Judy 
(Theresa Randle), she’s 
auditioning for a Quentin 
Tarantino film. Tarantino, 
playing himself, tells her 
to take off her blouse. Sbe 
refuses at first then slips it 


off reluctantly. But then 
she leaves in disgust. 
(Make up your mind, girl!) 
She isn't going to make it 
big this way, she vows. But 
her desperate need for 
money and acting exper- 
ience drive ber to take a job 
as a phone-sex operator. 
She takes to it like a duck 
to water. At the end of her 
first phone call, when she 
makes the caller moan 
with pleasure, her jaded 
colleagues congregate at 
her desk, applaud vocifer- 
ously and give her a bou- 
quet Judy's madam-like 
boss (Jenifer Lewis) con- 


gratulates her on losing her 
' v. Judy 


phone-sex virginity, 
becot 


jmes Girl 6. capable of 
entertaining any dirty old 
man’s fantasy, whether it’s 
as “Lovely Brown,’’ the 
girl next door, or “April" 
the dominatrix, or “Es- 
meralda" the cross-dress- 
er. While Judy’s getting 
lost in her fantasy world 
her neighbor and friend 
Jimmy (Lee) and her still- 
smitten ex-husband (Isai- 
ah Washington) wait for 
her to come to her senses. 
Why does Judy get so lost 
in this world? After all, 
she's a wholesome person 
when she’s around Jimmy. 
Apparently, she was just 
bora to play characters, in- 
cluding a naughty “house- 
wife" who breathes “I’m 


making slow, soapy circles 
on the linoleum" into the 
telephone. Judy is never 
“explained" or even 
fleshed out. She sells out, 
sbe continues to sell out, 
the movie ends; that’s it 
There are a bunch of un- 
inspired cameos (includ- 
ing Madonna, Halle Berry 
and John Turturro) and 
pointless side stories. 

(Desson Howe, WP) 


Ed 

Directed by BUI Couturie. 
US. 


"Ed" the story of a base- 
ball-playing chimpanzee, 
is a double-play cfichd It 
joins de weary dugout of 
such kid-baseball movies 
as "Angels in the Out- 
field" and “Rookie of de 
Year"; and. with its 
hero (that's Ed), it 
tedious knuckles next to 
the likes of “Dunston 
Checks In" and “Hany 
and de Hendersons." 
Even by the lax standards 
of bod genres, the movie 
is breathtakingly unadven- 
turous, with its cheesy 
story line, hackneyed ball- 
park-fable sentiments, 
"adorable" animal and 
collection of one-dimen- 
sional human nincom- 
poops, headed by Matt 
LeBlanc from “Friends." 

(Desson Howe, Wp J 
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SPERONE GOLF CLUB 
SOOTH CORSICA 


Throughout the year you can rent prestigious new 
apartments and villas which are situated on the sea. 
You shall then discover the amazing Robert Trent 
Jones designed golf course which is rated as one of 
the best continental golf courses (source GolfWorld) 

SPERONE GOLF CLUB 

Domaine de Sperone - 20 169 Bonifacio 
Tel: (33) 95 73 17 13 - Fax: (33) 95 73 17 85 


RIVIERA RENTALS 


J* 3 KMS FROM MONACO 
A DREAM ON THE 
FRENCH RIVIERA 


Access to your 

(SUPERB secluded villa 


6CTqaragB,6b0hwra.5tehrooras. 
di EDO syr. Seawater poodpool ham 
beauSui gran, dfcd pmSa sea anas. 

flyaiaao ramcfaif & n\xnjny tar ttonxo 

Grand ffix FI, Cores fttfafamj Sum*. 
Contact owner direcOy 
Tefc USA (1) 602-274-1755. 
w. Fax: USA (1)602-264-5566. « 

xte: Also Available tor sale, "sdr 


CHARMING PARIS HOTELS 
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HOTEL 

Relais Christine 


* ★ ★ * HOTEL 

Pavilion de la Reine 


3, iM Christine • 75006 HUBS 
T6L 0033/ 1 /43J26.7 \ .80 
I me 0033/1/434649.33 

in flie center of St.- Genroinifes- 
Pres, can a calm street near Noire 
Dame and ihe quays of de Seine, die 
HOTEL RELAIS CHRISTINE, a 1 6th 

century cloister, offers you the 
tranquility of its 50 air-conditioned 
rooms and duplexes giving onto □ 
len or a flowered courtyard. 
hotel parting. 


M, 


-75006 


ttL 0033/1/42.77.9640 
fax 9033/1/42.77.63.06 

Place des Vosges, in fie heat of lie 
Marais, near the Picasso and 
CcmavaleJ & Museums, the NOTE 
PAVRiON DE LA RBNE proposes the 
tranquility of its 50 air-conditioned 
rooms and duplexes giving onto a 
garden or a flowered courtyard. 
Private hold padunq. 


The 


THE SAINT JAMES PARIS 


, known « the SAINT JAMES CLUB is 

the same management as the Relais Christine 


|NT JAMES PARIS, 
now a hJl chateau hotel ufl 
and the Pavilion de la Reme. 

The Saint James is in lie heart of the exclusive 16th area of Pans, near Are. 
Fbdi. Surrounded by a beautiful private garden, it has 48 lady bedrooms 
and suites and is air-conditioned. Other amenities indude bar/library, 


restaurant, gym, sauna, jocuzzi and private oar park- Nearly aS our guesb 
stay anywhere eke. Rooms from 1 500 ft. 


try usance and never: 

HMrmrr 43 Ave. Bvgeavd 
75? 10 PARK 

TeL: 0033/1/44.05.81.81 
V Fax: 0033/1/44.05.81.83 


Hotel Regent's Garden 

THk* 


39 spacious roams in a 
townhousa once belonging 
to Nqpalean urs physician 
Courtyard parting, garden, 
outdoor breakfast bi summer. 


Located close Arc de Tnomphe. 

% mint-bar. 


All comforts- elevator, 
cable TV., eto 
Warm welcome - reasonable rotes 
6, n» Pierre Demurs. 75017 Ports 
1 Tel: QJ 45 74 07 30 
I For ( 1) 40 55 01 42 


RENTALS 


bi Hie heart of Provence 

m re rtmJmn] historic 


VAISON LA ROMAN! 

IQrange SJfcn - Awjn&rt <5Frrj 
tkp hew* CMenwgne -Jett m a 
itawnd yean ago a smtabr 
fv iff uimm* ■ i«nid 

> 'arge double oedoonn piui 1 unjle 
J wxfern bcftooOTS Spnan 
b.wj vn. S letrum. TV mom 


= FRENCH RIVIERA: 
12 min, from Canne s 
Splendid Estate 

8 bedrooms (deep ISlTbahrooms 
* acre park, rains. ZO M. long swtotmlap 
pool, potf ptaciiat- Servant zvjibhic 
.tunc or September. IBS 12.000 
Julr.lSS laOOOForoipWf possfcic 
Oiraa- Tefc (33.1 <9 M 70 U 
Fax (33) 01 

ss Rrocinav and photos mnliabir : 


FRENCH RIVIERA 

MOST EXCLUSIVE AREA: 
SAINT JEAN CAP FEBRAT 
Between Monte Carlo and Nice. 
Rentals of 2 exceptional viflas: 

6 bedrooms each, with stunning 
| swimming pool ovartoaldng tite sea. 

| Tel: London (44-171) 489 8061 or 
, Fax: London (44-171) 409 0091 . 


"COTE D'AZUR, VAIBONNE 5 


LUXURY HOUSE, 3 double bedrooms. 
3 battwooms.i shower room. 


sea & mountain views, shared 
tennis courts, 15 mins Nice airport, 
Cannes & gotl courses. 
Available Juv & August 
Tel: (33) 92 94 03 24 
Fax: (33) 33 77 40 23 
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A Touch of Eden on a Pacific Isle 



By Debbie Seaman 


L ord howe island, au$- 

cralia — We had just 
to the summit of 
lookout at the north end of Lord 
Howe Island, 435 mfles off the east ooast 
of Australia. As a breeze off the South 
Pacific pushed lightly at our backs, we 
looked Coward the two volcanic peaks at 
the opposite end of to: scythe-shaped isle 
presiding over the turquoise waters of the 
lagoon. The coral reef was visible as a 
tortuous, foamy line between the 
sheltered basin and darker, rougher seas. 

Having hiked through plant life that 
was as exotic as It was profuse — from 
thick thatches of Kentia palms to ban- 
yan trees with ostensibly as many trunks 
as branches — we felt as if we had been 
frolicking in an outsize, untended 
botanic garden. 

Suddenly startled by a jubilant cry 
behind us — Lord Howe is a place 
where it's possible to hike for hours 
without meeting a soul — we turned to 
see a lean, athletic-looking man poised 
precariously at the edge of the nearby 
precipice. “Here are some red-tailed 
tropic birds nesting!" he said. 

My husband, Warren, drew nearer to 
examine the aerie nestled in the sheer 
cliff, nearly 215 meters (700 feet) above 
the ocean. Just offshore, the Admiralty 
Islets, craggy and coveted with scrub, 
rose from a sparkling sea, arid silhouetted 
in the pale, shallow waters at the base of 
the cliff we could see a huge manta ray. 

We had been drawn to Lord Howe 
Island by the accolades of friends. Nev- 
ertheless, we were unprepared for the 
impact of the island’s uncommon 
beauty, which along with its rare col- 
lection of flora and fauna, its many 
ecosystems and its volcanic geology, 
earned it a place on the United Nations 
World Heritage List in 1982. 

This status ensures that die guest beds 
on Lord Howe, which is less than 10 
kilometers (7 miles) long and not even 3 
kilometers wide at its broadest point, 
remain limited to 400 and the resident 
population to about 300. 

We had taken a long weekend in 
February during the Australian summer 
to make our first visit to Lord Howe and 
wanted to take in as much of the island 
as possible. Our days were spent hiking 
and snorkeling, and our nights eating 
fresh fish at restaurants before we col- 
lapsed in our bed at the simple Inn 
comfortable Blue Lagoon Lodge. 

Barry Thompson, one of the hosts at 
the Blue Lagoon Lodge and a descend- 
ant of one of the earliest families to 
settle Lord Howe in die 1800s, greeted 
us at die airport As is common for 
guests of Lord Howe hostelries, he gave 
a quick orientation of the island by van. 



P. VsriEufcKr 


This is a place where it’s possible to hike for hours without seeing anyone 


Driving along a road canopied by Ken- 

i ubiquit- 


tia palms, we marveled at the 
ous, extensive webs of die large hut 
harmless golden orb spiders that 
stretched between the minks. 

At Lagoon Beach, we saw the spiky, 
stately Norfolk Island pines standing 
above the white sands of die island's 
most protected strand. At Ned’s Beach 
on the ocean side, we were told about 
two Lewd Howe rituals. The most pop- 
ular entails feeding the silver drummers, 
sand mullets and other fish that throng 
to shore when bread is produced. The 
second is catching a glimpse of the 
muttonbirds that return to shore in 
droves at dusk to seek their holes in the 
earth among the palms. 

On the main road near the island’s 
school, hospital and traditional Aussie 
lawn bowling club is the Lord Howe 
Island museum, where memorabilia 
such as photos, family trees and heir- 


looms and official records that chronicle 

the island's history are displayed. 

The island was discovered in 1788 by 
Lieutenant Henry Lidgbird Ball, com- 
mander of a British ship headed from 
Sydney to the penal colony of Norfolk 
Island. lieutenant Ball named the island 
Lend Howe after the first admiral of the 
British Fleet, but his own namesakes 
include Mount Lidgbud, which, with 
Mourn Gower, dominate Lord Howe, 
and Ball’s Pyramid, die startling rock 
stack that rises about 600 meters out of 
the sea to the southeast of Lead Howe. 

The first settlers arrived in 1833 at the 
uninhabited island. For many years. Lord 
Howe was a pot of call for whalers and 
other sailors seeking water and supplies 
as well as naturalists eager to write about 
its bird life. The brown, flightless wood 
hen, for example, is unique to Lord 
Howe. 

In 1906, enterprising inhabitants 
formalized the island’s first industry by 
setting up the Kentia Palm Seed and 
Plant Cooperative. The graceful, hardy 
Kentia are sought by nurseries world- 
wide to sell as indoor plants, and die 
business still flourishes. 

A much-touted trip on Lord Howe is 
the ascent of Mount Gower, with a rain 
forest and abundant bird life being among 
the rewards at its 870-mezer summit The 
climb requires a full day and a guide. 

We got as far as the base of the climb, 
by Little Island, not so much an island as 
a volcanic outcropping near where the 
coral reef meets the shore, which had 
been recommended as. a snorkeling 
spot Climbing carefully ova the ig- 
neous rocks, we plunged into the dear 
waters and swam toward the reef. 

Ned’s Beach didn't have as dramatic 
a setting, but it offered the most flam- 
boyantly colored fish: wrasses, an- 
gelfish, down fish and others splashed 
with iridescent pinks, greens, blues, yel- 
lows and oranges. 

We missed the twilight procession of 
the brownish black muttonbirds, and 
they remained elusive during our stay, 
but we could smell the pungent, am- 
moniac scent of their lairs up in the hills 


as we followed the route to the Valley of 
the S hado ws. This magnificent ravine, 
da pp led with sunfighl and haphazardly 
crisscrossed with the myriad trunks of 
banyans and palms, is on the northeast 
side of Lord Howe, between the Clear 
Place and Middle Beach, each about a 
10-adnate walk oat of the valley. 

At the Clear Place, the path brought 
us out of the forest up to an emerald 
diffidde knoll that afforded sweeping 
views out to the ocean, to Btinky Beach 
and the mountains and even beyond to 
Ball’s Pyramid. 

The valley stroll was easy compared 
with the hflfg we undertook our last fhfi 
day. The path to Malabar started over a 
stile tn tt> a cow pasture near Ned’s. 
Once we started to the top, we enjoyed 
the stiff sea breezes but had to duck the 
webs of the golden orbs in tire branches 
as we walked through the juniper, hop- 
wood, bullybush and other shrubs and 
treesh along tire rocky path. 



'ITH the stop to see tire red- 
tailed tropic birds congreg- 
ating at; Malabar during 
their summer mating sea- 
sekt, it took us nearly two hours to reach 
tire even loftier Kim’s Lookout. 

We descended to North Bay to eat ora 
sandwiches on (be beach and snorkel, 
although we got only three-quarters of 
tire way om to the protoafii^ remnants of 
the Favourite, arinp grounded on tire reef 
in 1965. We had wanted to see tire huge 


■ Upsetting tire stereotypes, a 
Nottingham University survey says 
women are better than men at 
betting on horses, and take mare ' 

starting odds of horses backed try 
men was 8.85-1 but 12.54-1 for 
women. Les jeux sont fails. 


raid forests of diverse specks of coral, 
but turned back at tire si ght of the ap- 
proaching mists that threatened to en- 
velope Mount Gower across tire lagoon. 

The rainstorm never arrived and we 
found the path through a jungle of palms 
and banyans and made the climb to 
Mount Eliza. The mountain is known as 
a veritable aviary, especully because it 
is a rookery for sooty terns, and we had 
been warned that these birds are ter- 
ritorial and prone to dive-bombing hap- 
less climbers. We suffered no avian 
assaults. Instead, we were reluctant to 
leave tins wild, windy pinnacle. 

Three days bad allowed us to sample 
many of the island’s most popular walks 
and dips, but we had only begun to 
unwind. We felt tire need to return for a 
longer, more leisurely stay. This, it ap- 
pears, is not an uncommon reaction. 
When an Australian on her third visit to 
Lord Howe was asked about her favorite 
activity, she replied, “Nothing." 


Debbie Seaman, who Jives in Sydney, 
wrote this for The New York Tones. 


HOLIDAYS & TRAVEL 



UNIQUE - ENJOY THE ATLANTA 
OLYMPICS IN SERENE LUXURY 


Exquisite Frank Lloyd Writfu design estate spamlns petvatt take in North 
Carolina mountains wTc/iin 3 hours of all Olympic events. 450 sq. meter 
main house sleeps 4 and has: A/C gyrn.hiHy equipped office, rock garden 


IW- OJIIIl lailllg, Ili 

vrtih fountains and barbecue, all custom furniture Atfiacent 250 sq. mem 

~~ . ....... . mald _ 


guest house steeps h. Total 8 1/2 acres, includes professional' cook, mam. 
and driver with Mercedes. Worfd dass golf, tennis, water sports, and hiking 
nearby. 

Minimum one month rental atS^-DOO/month firm (flexible entry/exft dates 
to accommodate full Olympics schedule}. Also atwable other months. 

Pbowe/Fax Florida: (704) 743-9283 / (704) 743-9988 


RESIDENCE HOTELS] 


CIiZLRIDGE 
CHAMPS ELYSEES 


High Class rooms and suites 
Daily, weekly ana monthly rates. 
Special discounts fer 
Herald Tribune readers 


Tel: Paris (1) 44.13.33.33 
Fax: Paris (1) 43.25.04.88 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 
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TICKET AGENTS 


OS TICKETS 


US theater, all tennis & golf 

majors. Championship fights. 
World Gup, tody 500, Super 
Bowl, NBA. Tel: 30.V781-2220 
Fax:303-781-0934 
E= SpedaloTkdad»6toisi.coin s 
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GO - GOA / XZKAIA ham 099. 
likowi Ihetieam beaches of IMXA. 
J>*_44.I7M39 4646. Aom fa Ari 


FLORIDA HOLIDAYS 


Call for your FREE 84 page, frill color Florida beach 
resort catalogue featuring 1,800 condos, & cottages on 
Destin, Ft. Walton, South Walton Beaches. Voted one 
of the Best beaches in America! Sparkling Surf, Suj 
Sands, Golf, Tennis, & Fimess. Call anytime for 24 
Information & Reservations. 

Call 1-904-837-4353 

Fax 1-904-267-9267 
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Moorea’s Aerobics and Beaches 


By Biyan Miller 


M OO REA, French Polynesia 
— When it comes to travel, 
Z have always had a knack 
for being in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. The evening before 
the 1989 San Francisco earthquake I was 
dining in an Italian restaurant down- 
town; my first trip to Paris coincided 
with acdtywide transportation strike; on 
a visit to South Boston in 1979 I was 
bopped on the head with a 2-by-4 when 
the St Patrick’s Day parade turned ugly. 
And I stall cringe on recalling that I had 


spare tropical wardrobe; there was a hair 
chyer and a mini-refrigerator. The bath- 
room was small, with a sink and a 
shower. All cottages had little front 
porches. 

One minute after our bags hit the 
floor we hit the water. In front of our 
bungalow the sea was knee deep far 
about 100 yards. The chalky-colored 
sand was as soft and luxurious as corn- 
meal. The 20-acre property has 78 wa- 
terfront wooden bungalows, and 72 
more with views of the ocean. Palm 
trees, more than 700, provide shade 


planned a nostalgic trip to Oklahoma 
City before the tragic bombing last fall 
— where my old apartment was two 
blocks from the Federal Building. 

So it was no surprise last September, 
shortly before 1 left fora vacation cat the 
island of Moorea off the coast of Tahiti 
in French Polynesia, when (he French 
government sec off nuclear tests in the 
South Pacific. The response was riots, 
fires and looting at the Papeete-Faaa 
International Airport in Tahiti — where I 
was to make a connection for Moorea. 

When you are a magnet to misfortune, 
however, yon do not panic. You cany on. 
“Well get there, don't worry, "IsaM to 
my very worried travel companion, 
Olivia. “Tahiti can’t survive without 
that airport functioning. They’ll fix it” 

Sure enough, the airport was oper- 
ating by the day of our departure. We 
were going to Club Med on Moorea, 
which faadbeen described to us as every 
bit as spectacular as the more distant and 
expensive club on Bora Bora. (The price 
for a week in Club Med Moorea, in- 
cluding air fare from Los Angeles is 
SI, 635 a person; Bora Bora is $2^85.) 
We had been touring Australia for a 
month, so we arrived in Tahiti on our 
own and joined up with a Chib Med 
group from the States. 

Traveling in the South Pacific can be 
trying under the best of cfrcumstances, 
so try to avoid protracted layovers. We 
didn’t quite manage this; on our way to 
Moorea we arrived at die Tahiti airport 
at about 3 AM. and had to sit in an 
outdoor cafe until the first air shuttle to 
Moorea left at 7 AM. 

The morning broke hazy and moist 
Our group of eight eagerly boarded our 
tiny plane at 7 AM. ($30 one way) and 
soared over the pellucid green-blue water 
as the sun rose behind us. Brtses awaited 
us on Moorea. Our elation soured as the 
bus drivers left us standing around for an 
hour in the Moorea airport while they 
scurried about with our luggage. 

Finally, we were off. After a 40- 
minute trip over surapy roads, we ar- 
rived at Chib Med Moorea. Those who 
were still conscious could see through 
the arched palms a silver beach and an 
ocean that was so sparkling and clear 
that you wanted to dnnk it We checked 
in and were escorted to our bungalow 
just a few feet from the water. 

The wood-paneled bedroom with a 
king-sized bed had a high ceiling with a 
ceiling fan, a sliding glass door and slat- 
ted wooden windows that let in the de- 
lighcfel seabreeze at night- A small closet 
and two bureaus were adequate for our 


Traveling in the South 
Pacific can be trying 
at the best of times 


during the hottest time of the day. In 
front of the main building was the best 
swimming. About 20 yards offshore die 
bottom drops off quickly and a strong 
(but benign) current floats you away 
like a leaf on a river. 

Club Med is known for its colossal 
buffet-style (tinners. The selection here 
was no disappointment, though quality 
varied. On a given evening the gantlet 
could include roast pork and chicken, 
shrimp in garlic sauce, sweet-coated ribs, 
turkey, copious salads and fruits, sauteed 
mahi-mahl, half adozeo vegetables, even 
more desserts, and an indifferent jug 
wine in carafes. There was even a Jap- 
anese table serving sushi and sashimi. 

Like most Club Meds. Moorea is a 
polyglot resort, mingling Europeans, 
Asians and North Americans. It attracts 
mostly couples of all ages and for some 
reason very few children — it must be 
the plane ride. Some of the visitors had 
come from as for away as Scandinavia 
for just a week’s visit 

Club Med Moorea, true to the club 
image, offers nonstop activities from 
morning to sunset water skiing, 
snorkeJmg, volleyball, tennis, aerobics, 
water aerobics, glass-bottomed-boat 
rides, scuba expeditions, toon of the 
island. Invariably the instructors were 
excellent and enthusiastic. Some of the 
classes, however, are scheduled at in- 
convenient times. The morning aerobics 
class, for example, is at 9 AM., right 
after breakfast 

We spent a lot of time sncxkriing off 
die man beach, where little translucent 
fish followed us around the pastel coral 
o ut cr op pings. For those who wanted to 
go out into the wide lagoon dotted wife 
islands there were paddle boats. (We 
were surprised, however, to be charged 
about $23 for two boors, since most 
activities are included in the package). If 
you are fascinated by tropical fish, the 
glass-bottomed boat is best (short of 


A FTERWARD we headed over 
to die outdoor bar for a night- 
cap. It may just be my ima- 
gination, but the drinks ar 
Moorea seemed comically small for the 


price (you pay in beads, and drinks run 
from about $3 to $6). For night owls 


scuba diving). At one point we spied a 
Made stingray the size of a guitar case out 
on a lunch foray. 

Back on the beach a group of he-men 
were engaged in a push-up challenge, 
while a few yards away a volley fell 


from about $3 to $6). For night owls 
there is a discotheque dial opens at 1 1 
PM, a sizable and dark, ear-shatter- 
ingly loud room with a bar and a balcony 
over the ocean. 

After unwinding for a few days at the 
club you might want to explore the 
mountainous island of Moorea, which is 
38 miles in circumference. Four-wheel- 
drive tours (extra fee) into the moun- 
tainous countryside will shake up your 
lunch. Less jolting are the bus tours, 
which navigate curving, narrow roads 
and pass through hamlets that appear to 
be tittle more than a general store and a 
few fishing huts. At one point passen- 
gers are treated to an enthralling view of 
Moorea’ s two large bays, Opunobu and 
Cook’s. 

One afternoon, after a double dose of 
Club Med chocolate cake rolls, we de- 
cided to walk along the main road, past 
several other splendid resorts and hilly, 
untended fields stippled with red hi- 
biscus, purple orchids, golden angels 
and fragrant, multi-colored frangipani. 

Each week there is a Tahitian night. 
Island residents bring arts and crafts for 
sale, the bar whips up some special 
drinks, and a feverish show of dancing, 
singing and fire-eating takes place on 
the moonlit beach. After that extravag- 
anza. we took a slow walk along the 
beach and then fell asleep in our bun- 
galow, dreaming of pina coladas and 
exorbitant dolphins. 


efforts to participate in the grueling 
daily 5 PM aerobics class, led by an 


Bryan Miller, a former restaurant 
critic for The New York Times, wrote 
this for The Times. 
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Fighting for Frequent- Flier Miles 


By Roger Collis 

Jmrrvaihtwl Krrjlii Tribune 


S HOULD frequent-flier awards 
belong to the company or the 
traveler? This is a question of 
mounting hostility in many cor- 
porations between a new breed of 
“travel procurement" managers (people 
who often don't travel themselves), who 
seek to cut travel costs and claw back 
FFP miles for company travel, and road 
warriors beset by the need to make busi- 
ness trips more productive, who see FFP 
awards as “combai pay*’ — one of the 


The Freauent Traveler 
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Keiaxmg in the pellucid waters of the lagoon: Moorea also offers snorkeling, scuba expeditions and island tours. 


irrepressible young Italian who had the 
unsettling habit of singling out those 
who needed help, tike me, and working 
with them individually. One of the ap- 
peals of Gub Med is its team of en- 
thusiastic. well-trained teachers of vari- 
ous sports. Guests are not cajoled to join 
in. but if you do it can be rewarding. 

Gub Med Moorea does not have a 
swimming pool. Considering its setting, 
though, carping about that would be like 
complaining that Lutfece does not serve 
pizza. The club does have five tennis 
courts. One day we had heard that you 
could swim and frolic with dolphins in a 
salt-water pool at a nearby resort Olivia 
thought feat would be nifty, so she went 
to the front desk to inquire. “We can go 
any time,” she said with a smirk on her 
return. “It’s $100 an hour per person.” 
So much for the dolphins. 

Every evening at 9 the G.O.’s (gentils 
organisateurs) present a show on a large 
stage in the main building. Most were 
loopy lip-sync acts mimicking Broad- 
way musicals and movies. Some were 
so corny as to make one cringe. We 
hunched forward in our seats, trying to 
hide from the host, who was seeking 
participants from tire audience. Over all 
though, the costumes were extravagant 
arid the dancing exuberant, and every- 
one appeared to have a good time. 


few perks left in a meaner, leaner cor- 
porate climate. Companies say that 
FFPs inflate fares and encourage em- 
ployees to make unnecessary or cir- 
cuitous trips in order to earn bonus 
points. 

There is also conflict between airlines 
seeking to build a direct relationship 
with the traveler and corporations seek- 
ing to negotiate “net fares'* direct with 
airlines, stripping out distribution costs 
— and FFPs. Plus intermittent attempts 
by tax authorities to brand FFP perks as 
“benefits in kind.” 

Predictably. 64 percent of “travel de- 
cision makers" in the 1996 poll carried 
out by MORI for Carlson Wagonlit 
Travel believe that frequent-flier bene- 
fits should go to the company — a 
sentiment that is gaining ground. The 
reality is different: according to a recent 
American Express survey , onl y 9 per- 
cent of companies require FFP miles to 
be handed over to the corporation. This 
reflects the difficulty of collecting miles 
and the risk of alienating travelers — 9 
out of 10 of whom are members of at 
least one program (U.S. business trav- 
elers belong to an average of 4.6 pro- 
grams). More than 60 percent of trav- 
elers admit that FFP membership 
inf! uences their choice of airline — often 
in defiance of company travel policy. 

Enter the tax man in the form of a 
landmark case in Canada in which an 


auditor from Revenue Canada re-as- 
sessed the incomes of two Hiram Walk- 
er employees to take account of free 
airline tickets they had received. The 
court ruled that the value of free tickets 
was their market value on that particular 
flight rather than the incremental cost to 
the airline of filling whai would oth- 
erwise have been an empty seat. 

The Canadian ruling reflects recent 
mov es in Australia and Sweden to brand 
FFP awards "illegal inducements" when 
offered to business travelers. There are 
also noises fr om th e £U Commission in 
Brussels that FFPs are “ami-competit- 
ive." “We’ve t aken a fairly relaxed at- 
titude towards FFPs,’ says' John Cash, 
manager fleet travel at Rank Xerox in 
England. “But the tax man could kill 
them if he took a hard-nosed approach. 
The logic is simple: If, say, 500 air miles 
will fly you London- Paris, we’re going to 
tax that benefit at the business class fare: 
so that you, Mr. Middle Manager, will 
have to pay 40 percent of £350 [about 
$525]. But you can get a ticket for £100. 
so why p ay £1 50 benefit charge? That 
would kill FFPs overnight. 

’We can manage our travel policy 
despite FFPs. If I say to you that United 
has 70 percent of our trans- Atlantic busi- 
ness whereas two years ago they had 
nothing, that shows a lot about our com- 
pany culture. But we have no intention of 
taking air miles away from the traveler 
we see it as compensation for traveling 
out of office hours coming out of the pot 
of airlines, and we don’t think that pot is 
transferable to the corporate." 


K EVIN WATTS, travel man- 
ager for the British Council 
and secretary of the Business 
Travel Liaison Group in Lon- 
don — an informal grouping of 25 large 
corporations spending about £500 mil- 
lion a year on air tickets alone — says: 
"Ou r employees are forbidden to redeem 
FFP miles fa - personal travel; if they get 
caught it’s a disciplinary matter." 

Some companies encourage travelers 
to fly preferred airlines by arranging for 
perks — such as gold cards and lounge 


access — when negotiating route or glob- 
al deals with carriers. "If you want to be 
a preferred supplier to us on the North 
Atlantic, where our policy is to fly eco- 
nomy. we do want lounge access for our 
travelers, and we get it. simple as that," 
Cash says. 

“Beyond rewards. FFPs are all about 
building a data base and establishing a 
direct relationship with travelers," says 
Tony Clarke, managing director of In- 
ternational Customer Lo yalty Programs 
in London. “Typically. FFPs increase 
airline sales by about 6 percent net. 

* ‘I think the point that travel managers 
probably miss is that the cost of seats 
actually given away in these programs is 
a very small pan of the actual cost be- 
cause airlines are using distressed mer- 
chandise, spare capacity, for awards. I 
suspect you're only talking about 1 or 2 
percent of the total air travel spending 
that companies could claw feck. Sure, 
the programs cost a lot of money, but that 
is a marketing cost not an award cost - — 
it’s more to do with communicating with 
the traveler, recognizing important cus- 
tomers, not giving things away." 

Most airlines refuse to give FFP be- 
nefits to corporations. Exceptions are 
JAL and Virgin Atlantic which have 
parallel corporate programs. Virgin, for 
example, gives one mile to the company 
for every two to the traveler on ail but 
economy fares. 

“If corporations started using 
awards, quite honestly we'd have to 
withdraw our card program because the 
economics wouldn't work," says Bar- 
bara Barsa, vice president for loyalty 
programs at American Express. “When 
a corporation is given the chance to 
redeem, they will redeem at much high- 
er rates, more quickly, than an indi- 
vidual. Therefore our costs would go up. 
Another aspect is that if the corporation 
is collecting, ihe individual no longer 
has an incentive to see that he's using his 
FFP number or changing his travel pat- 
terns. If we're not gening loyalty from 
the indvidual. then the economics break 
down; we're just adding cost, not in- 
cremental revenue." 
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BRITAIN 


London 

Royal Academy of Arts, tel: (1 71 ) 
439-4998, open daily. To June 23: 
"Gustave Caittebotte, 1848-1894: 
The Unknown Impressionist” 60 
paintings by the lesser-known 
French Impressionist painter, who 
donated his private collection to 
the French state. 

Tate Gallery, let: (171) 887-8000, 
open daily. To July 1 4: “Still But Not 
Silent. " SHI files and sculptures by 
British and foreign artists. Works 


of a Continent.'’ 

Staatsoper Urrter den Linden, 
tel: (30) 20-354-483. The 1996 
Festival focuses an a new produc- 
tion of “Der Ring des Nibetungen,” 
staged by Harry Kupfer and con- 
ducted by Daniel Barenboim. The 
cast includes John Tomlinson, 
Siegfried Jerusalem, Waftraud 
Meier and Deborah Polaski. March 
31 to April 8. 


(May 8, 10, 12); orchestral con- 
certs and recitals. Soloists include 
Leo Nucci, Katia and Marielte 
Labeque, Andreas Scholl. June 
Anderson and James Galway. 


THE NETHERLANDS 


305-27-00. On March 30. the new 
Gallery at Modem Art opens in a 
refurbished Georgian building. Ex- 
hibits by Glaswegian and foreign 
artists are selected to reflect the 
tour natural elements ol Earth. Air, 
Fire and Water. 


Munich 

Kunsthaile der Hypo-Kulturstif- 


dating back to the 17th century 
help explain the fascination with 


lung, tel: (89) 22-44-12, open 
daily, lb June 16: “Christian Rohlfs 
— tine Retn 


help explain the fascination with 
making immovable things appear 
alive. Includes works by Cezanne, 
Morandi and Julian Opie. 


— the Retrospektive.’' 120 oil 
paintings and 30 works on paper by 
the German Expressionist painter 
and graphic artist (1849-1938). 


FRANCE 


ITALY 


Amsterdam 

Van Gogh Museum, tel: (20) 570- 
52-00. open daily. To June 23: 
“Philipp Otto Runge en Caspar 
David Friedrich: The Passage of 
Time." An exhibition devoted to 
paintings, drawings, waiemolors 
and papercut-outs by the (wo lead- 
ing figures of German Romantic 
painting who made nature, con- 
sidered as a divinely-inspired har- 
mony, the main theme of their 
work. 


SPAIN 


Madrid 


Museo del Prado, tel: (91) 420- 
28-36. dosed Mondays. To June 2: 


Paris 

Centre Georges Pompidou, tel: 
(1)44-78-12-33. closed Tuesdays. 
To May 27; “American Photo- 
graphy." 1 75 photographs from the 
New York Museum of Modem Art 
where photography first became 
recognized as an art farm in its own 
right Includes works by Stieglitz. 
Strand, Weston and Evans. 

Grand Palais, tel: fl) 44-13-17- 
17. dosed Tuesdays. Continuing/ 
To May 27: “Corot, 1706-1875." 
Musee-Galerie de la Seita, tel: (1) 
48-56-60-17, dosed Sundays. To 
May 25: “Em# Nolde: Aquarelles et 
Gravures.” BO watercoiois and en- 
gravings illustrate the German Ex- 
pressonist palmer's sources of in- 
spiration: marine landscapes, 
fakes, flowers and Biblical figures. 


Florence 

Galleria tT Arte Modema, 
Palazzo Pitti, tel: (55) 287-096, 
closed Mondays. To June 29: 
“Hans-Joachim Staude. 1904- 
1973.” Oils, pastels, acryfics and 
drawings created between 1917 
and 1973 by the German painter. 
Includes landscapes, portraits and 
stflilites. 


The Hague 

Maurftshuis, tel: (70) 346-9244, 
dosed Mondays. Continuing//To 
June 2: "Vermeer.” 


28-36. dosed Mondays. To June 2: 
“Goya: Obras Maestras." A cel- 
ebration of Goya's birthday, 250 
years ago. The exhibition includes 
his early conventional paintings, 
depictions of Spanish daily 
scenes, and portraits as lamousas 
the Majas. After chromding the 
cruelty of Napoleonic occupation, 
Goya decorated his own house 
with 14 paintings depicting Satanic 
scenes. 


SWITZERLAND 


PORTUGAL 


Venice 

Palazzo Grass), tel: (41) 522- 
1375. To Dec. 8: “Magna Gratia: f 


Greci in Ocddente." A survey of 
Greek culture in the West, from 
medicine fa religion, from daily life 
to arts and philosophy. 


Lisbon 

Centro de Exposigoes, tel: . Con- 
tinuing/ To May 5: "Miro 
Gravador.” A selection ol 
aqua (inis, slenciis. pochoirs and 
drypoints by the Catalan artist 
(1893-1983). 


Zurich 

Kunsthaus. lei: (1) 251-6765. 
dosed Mondays. To May 1 9: "Eral- 
ika." Brings together drawings and 
prints refecting the paradox be- 
tween conservatism and exhibi- 
tionism in erotic themes. Artists 
dating back to Ihe 16th century 
include Primaticoo. Hogarth. Pi- 
casso and Kirchner. 


RUSSIA 


UNITED STATES 


MONACO 


GERMANY 


Berlin 

Martin-Grapius-Bau, tel: (30) 
324-50-78, dosed Mondays. Con- 
tinuing/To May 1: “Africa: The Art 


Monte-Carlo 

Prfntemps des Arts de Monte- 
Carlo, tel: (33) 93-15-83-03, fax: 
93-50-66-94. April B to May 12: A 
world creation of Lower Lieber- 
mann's “The Picture of Dorian 
Gray" directed by John Cox and 
conducted by Steuan Bedford 


Moscow 

Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts, 
tel: (095) 201-3256. Continuing/ 
To July l: “Berfin-Moscow." Doc- 
uments the influence the two cap- 
itals had on each other. 


SCOTLAND 


Glasgow 

Gallery of Modem Art, tel: (141) 


New York 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, tel: 
(212) 570-3791, dosed Mondays. 
Continuing/To April 28: “Faberge 
in America." More lhan 400 pre- 
cious objects — inducting 15 im- 
perial Easter eggs — created by 
the jeweler and goldsmith Peter 
Carl Faberge (1B46-1920) for his 
Imperial patrons. The objects 
come from American collections. 
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Probe of Rabin Killing 
Faults Security Service 

Shin Bet Exposed the Prime Minister 
To * Serious Risks, ’ Commission Finds 


The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israel’s security 
service exposed Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin to “serious risks" and ignored 
warnings about plots to kill him. a gov- 
ernment inquiry into his assassination 
concluded Thursday - 

The findings came a day after Mr. 
Rabin's assassin, a Jewish extremist, 
was convicted of murder and sentenced 
to life in prison. 

A government commission of inquiry 
blamed a lax “management culture" in 
government agencies and called for na- 
tional soul-searching to remedy the cli- 
mate of violence that encouraged the 
attack. 

The report included the sharpest cri- 
ticism ever directed against the security 
service. Shin Bet, finding its chief. Car- 
mi Gilon, directly responsible for al- 
lowing the Nov. 4 assassination. 

The report said it agreed with Mr. 
Gilon 's decision to resign. He was re- 
placed by Ami Ayalon, a former navy 
commander. 

Mr. Gilon said Thursday that he ac- 
cepted responsibility, but added that the 
commission had not adequately dealt 
with the difficulties of preventing at- 
tacks by Jewish extremists. 

The commission, he said, had failed to 
consider “the special problems in car- 
rying out our missions, especially when 
facing a Jewish murderer and terrorist 
who came from among us." 

Shin Bet. which usually focused on 
the threat of Palestinian violence, was 
slow to respond to warnings that a Jew- 
ish extremist could attack Mr. Rabin. 

Mr. Rabin was killed as he left a Tel 
Aviv peace rally and walked down a 
flight of stairs to his waiting car. His 
assassin, Yigai Amir. 25, loitered in the 
parking area without being questioned 
by police or Shin Bet agents. He walked 
up behind Mr. Rabin, passing by two 
bodyguards, and fired three bullets into 
the prime minister's back. 

■ Israelis Seize 370 in West Bank 


on Thursday in the biggest raid to date in 
an area under joint control with the 
Palestinian Authority, Reuters reported 
from Ramallah. 

The sweep against students from Bir 
Zeit University sparked stone-throwing 
demonstrations by Palestinians against 
Israeli soldiers in joint patrols with 
Palestinian police on the outskirts of 
Ramallah. 

The Israeli Army said that 376 people 
had been arrested in an operation con- 
ducted by the army and border police. 

Deputy Defense Minister On Orr said 
the troops were looking for suspects 
from the militant Islamic movement 
Hamas, which killed 58 people in four 
suicide bombings this month. They were 
also searching for students from Gaza, 
who are banned from the area. 

The raid was the largest sweep against 
Palestinians in the West Bank since Is- 
rael handed over slx West Bank cities to 
Palestinian self-rule and established 
joint control over hundreds of villages 
such as Bir Zeit last year. 





ROYAL WAVE — Queen Elizabeth II of Britain and President Vadav Havel of the Czech Republic greeting 
people Thursday in Brno from a City Hall balcony. The queen was on a three-day visit to the country. 


U.S. Accused 
Of Silence on 
Serb Suspect 

Bosnian Says ‘ Arkan 


Linked to Milosevic 


By Barbara Crossette 

York Times Service 


HONG KONG: A Week of Threats Casts Doubts on Beijing’s Promises for the Future 


Continued from Page 1 


Israeli security forces arrested more 
than 370 Palestinians in the West Bank 


teriy criticized by Beijing. “But 
it's not a threat any more," die 
diplomat said. The decision “ups 
the ante in what die United King- 
dom has to do in response/’ 

On Monday, senior Chinese 
officials said that the existing 
Legislative Council would have 
no power to approve the last 
government budget formulated 
under British rule. Therefore, 
Beijing may now plan its own 
version of the budget, threat- 
ening chaos in a vital area of 
continuity, fiscal management 
The same day, other Chinese 
government figures ruled out the 
appointment to the replacement 
legislature of any members of the 
local Democratic Party, which 


now controls 19 of 60 seats in the 
legislature and is the most pop- 
ular party In Hong Kong. 

“For the first time I’ve been 
here. I am worried that the 
Chinese are missing the pic- 
ture," said an executive with a 
large European bank. “They 
could really screw things up 
here if they don’t watch out" 

But on Tuesday another seni- 
or Chinese official involved in 
Hong Kong affairs shocked the 
community even more when be 
indicated that Beijing will re- 
quire proof of loyalty from seni- 
or civil servants and a pledge 
dial they will accept the author- 
ity of the appointed legislature. 

Until now, China has been at 
great pains to reassure the civil 
service, widely acknowledged as 


one of keys to Hong Kong's eco- 
nomic success, that it would be 
largely unaffected by political is- 
sues surrounding die transition. 

But the comments indicated 
that senior civil servants who do 
not make clear their loyalty will 
lose their jobs. 

At the same time, top offi- 
cials who do offer their loyalties 
to Beijing will be expected to 
quit their jobs with the Hong 
Kong government and begin 
working to assist China in its 
preparations for rule. 

Both scenarios, apparently 
contravening the Chinese-Brit- 
ish declaration, threaten to 
destabilize the civil service, 
analysts said. 

“It's still unofficial," said 
another high-ranking diplomat. 


“There may still be some sober, 
sensible dunking on this issue, 
but you have to be optimistic to 
believe they don’t mean it. A 
wholesale turnover of civil ser- 
vants is not the smooth trans- 
ition we all had in mind." 

Until a few months ago, few 
people in Hong Kong would 
have anticipated that Beijing 
would deliberately take steps 
that clearly have the potential to 
rattle local confidence. 


said. “But China has shown it 
will rarely defect from a matter it 
considers one of principle unless 
die cost is very high indeed.” 

* Talks Are Going Badly 

Britain signaled Thursday 
that its ties with Beijing were so 
bad that a joint ceremony for 
Hong Kong’s mid- 1997 transfer 
to China was in doubt, Reuters 
reported from Hong Kong. 

Britain’s chief negotiator on 


But its sustained use of harsh die handover, Hugh Davies, re- 


rhetoric and military force 
against Taiwan in the days lead- 
ing to presidential elections 
there has prompted many ana- 
lysts in Hong Kong to recast 
their thinking about the future. 

“Certainly Beijing wants a 
smooth transition,” a diplomat 


ported “difficulties" after the 
latest round of talks to hammer 
out its details. 

“All I can say is that this is no>t 
an easy discussion, and we are 
having diffi culties," Mr. Davies 
said after talks with a Chinese 
team led by Zhao Jihua. 


Turbulent Seas 


Gulf of Thailand 
East China Sea 
Sea of Japan 
Yellow Sea 
Sea of Okhotsk 


ASIA: Sea Treaty Foments Rival Claims EUROPE: On Eve of Talks, Ministers Are Dubious on Reforms 
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Arafura Sea 
Timor Sea 
Java Sea 
Celebes Sea 
Sufu Sea 
South China Sea 


Tokyo and Seoul over the rocky out- 
crops in the Japan sea — called Take- 
shima by the Japanese and Tokdo by the 
Koreans — flared after both countries 
declared their intent to include the dis- 
puted territory within their economic 
zones. 

The islets, occupied by the Korean 
military, are about halfway between Ja- 
pan and South Korea in the middle of 
fishing grounds and prospective off- 
shore oil and gas basins that each coun- 
try wants to control. 

South Korea has ratified the Law of 
the Sea treaty. Japan is expected to do so 
later this year. 

Under the United Nations convention, 
islands, with the exception of “rocks 
which cannot sustain human habitation or 
economic life of their own," are con- 
sidered to have continental shelves and 
economic zones in the same way as land 
territories. 

As a result of the treaty, much of 
offshore East Asia has become the sub- 
ject of overlapping claims to resources 
and intensified territorial disputes be- 
cause its seas are all enclosed or semi- 
enclosed and studded with so many is- 
lands that nowhere does the distance 
from one headland or island to another 
approach 400 nautical miles. 

From north to south, these seas in- 
clude the Sea of Okhotsk, Sea of Japan, 
Yellow Sea, East China Sea, Gulf of 
Tonkin, Gulf of Thailand and the South 
China Sea. 

“A large portion of the ocean en- 
vironment of East Asia consists of ter- 
ritorial waters, resource-rich economic 
zones with conflicting claims, and vital 
shipping straits and choke points." Mr. 
Bateman said. 

The convention also allowed Indone- 
sia. the Philippines and other "ar- 
chipelagic states'* to extend their mari- 


time jurisdiction by drawing baselines 
connecting their outermost islands. 

Since the UN convention took effect, 
military commanders in many East Asi- 
an countries have used it to justify ad- 
ditional naval and air power to patrol the 
new offshore zones and protect national 
sovereignty. 

Indonesia wants to restrict free move- 
ment of foreign ships in its waters to 
three designated sea lanes. 

The United States, which has not rat- 
ified die pact, opposes die plan because it 
would limit its ability to send warships, 
submarines and military aircraft from the 
Pacific Ocean to the Indian Ocean and 
Gulf region in a crisis that threatened its 
vital oil imports, analysts said. 

The negotiations in Jakarta are due to 
end Friday. They are the fourth round 
since Indonesia announced it was pre- 
paring the new regulations after the UN 
sea convention took effect. 


Continued from Page 1 


Trial Is Set in Crash 
Of French Airbus in ? 88 


Reuters 

STRASBOURG — Two Air France 
airline executives and two former pilots 
will stand trial on manslaughter charges 
in connection with the I9SS crash of an 
Airbus airliner, relatives of the victims 
said Thursday. 

Three people died and several dozen 
were injured when the plane, which had 
been flying only a few dozen meters 
above the ground on a demonstration 
flight, hit treetops and crashed in a forest 
in eastern France. 

Two former pilots, Michel Asseline 
and Pierre Mazifcres: an air operations 
chief, Henri Petit, and a security man- 
ager, Jacques Gauthier, all will stand 
trial for alleged manslaughter and in- 
voluntarily causing injuries. 


ican logistics and intelligence 
assets. 

But ministers concede that 
they must produce results that 
will enable Europe to deal 
with any similar crisis in the 
future. And crucially — un- 
like monetary and social 
policy areas where Britain 
has marginalized itself 
through isolated opposition 
— London must play a central 
role alongside Paris and Bonn 
if a European foreign policy is 
to be effective. 

Herv6 de Charette, the 
French foreign minister, said 
the existence of a foreign 
policy czar could have been a 
catalyst for a common Euro- 
pean strategy toward the 
breakup of the former 
Yugoslavia instead of the 
chaos that saw Germany split 
with its partners and recog- 
nize Croatia. 

“It would have given us a 
chance," he said. 


Most EU partners, includ- 
ing Britain, are inclined to 
agree, even though Bonn and 
London want the czar to be a 
bureaucrat rather than a 
statesman, to prevent a major 
turf battle between EU power 
centers. 

The prospect of bypassing 
national vetoes remains dis- 
tant, however. 

Although France and Ger- 
many have urged a policy of 
constructive abstention, 
whereby countries could drop 
out of common EU action but 
not block it they are hard- 
pressed to say how it would 
work in practice. 

After Greece blocked EU 
aid to Turkey this week over 
their tern tonal dispute and 
Britain blocked an overall aid 
package for the Mediter- 
ranean over a human rights 
issues. Mr. Hoyer could not 
say whether constructive ab- 
stention would have made 
any difference. 

Most important, die EU 


consensus quickly frays on 
defense questions. 

It does not augur well that 
.the presence of four neutral 
* countries— ^Irelarfd, Swdffiai; 
Finland and Austria — rales 
out any prospect of turning 
the Western European Union, 
the EU’s fledgling defense or- 
ganization, into a real army- 

“You must have a credible 
threat of projecting power to 
have genuine common for- 
eign and security policy,’’ 
said Stuart E. Eizenstat, U.S. 
ambassador to the EU. 

Mr. deCbarecbe said the aim 
of Fiance's recent sweeping 
defense changes, including its 
virtual re-entry in NATO’s 
milit ary c ommand and its ab- 
olition of conscription, was to 
“find a way to give substance 
to a European defense." 

But the draft move and 
French calls for a 200,000- to 
300,000-strong mobile force 
capable of intervening out- 
side the Union have made 
Bonn anxious. Moreover, 


The EU Intergovernmental Conference 


A yearlong negotiation among the 15 EU members to revise the Union's governing treaties. Negotiators to meet weekly startim 
April 1; foreign ministers will review progress monthly. Conference expected to conclude in June 1997 at EU summit in Amstentam. 


• Agenda Prepare EU institutions for 
the entry of 1 2 members from 
eastern and southern Europe. 


•Europe Improve cooperation in 
foreign policy, justice and immigration. 
Bring EU closer to citizens 


• Key Issues Majority voting. 
Germany wants to reduce the 
paralyzing effect of national vetoes. 
Britain against. 


TEAM: In Rugby’s Racial Scrum, the Springboks Face Defeat 
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Afrika” ("God Save 
Africa"), has been conjoined 
to the old national anthem 
“Die Stem" (“The Call"), 
although that has produced a 
problem that a parliamentary 
committee is grappling with: 
it cakes about five minutes to 
stumble through the bilingual 
anthem. 

South Africans have not 
toppled any statues yet. Nor 
have they, like neighboring 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique, 
changed all the street names. 

But they are very close to 
spearing the springbok. It is 
considered a lingering sym- 
bol of Afrikaner domination. 

How that happened is not 
entirely clear. The springbok 
was bounding over the veld 
with its cousins the impala 
and the kudu eons before 
white faces saw these shores, 
and all races have long con- 
sidered the little gazelle 
lovely to watch and tasty to 
barbecue. 

And as a symbol, it is Eng- 
lish. According to Albert 
Grundlingh. a rugby historian 


at the University of South 
Africa, it was first adopted by 
the Springbok Legion, the 
South African soldiers who 
served with the British Army 
in World War L For thai mat- 
ter, rugby itself was imported 
by English public school 
toffs. But Afrikaners took to 
the sport like a crocodile to 
water, and “Afrikaner na- 
tionalists hijacked the symbol 
in the 1930s/’ Mr. 
Grundlingh said 
As a national icon, the bok 


afuss, but hardly uses it. 

Anti -bok sentiment, ac- 
cording to Willie Basson, 
chairman of the Notional 
Sports Council’s "emblems 
commission," solidified after 
Nelson Mandela was freed 
from prison in 1990 and 
South Africa was invited 
back into world competition. 

In 1993, the old white, 
black and mixed-race sports 
leagues merged on die con- 
dition dial all teams were 
opened to all races and that 


the team “Amabokoboko!” 

— "OurBoks!" 

Feeling they had united the 
country, the rugby players 
asked to keep their name. In a 
surprise move. President 
Mandela backed them. 

“That split the council 


• Big vs. Small Germany, France, 
Britain, Italy and Spain want to increase 
their voting power, to prevent being 
overrun by the bloc's burgeoning 
membership. Small states fight to keep 
their seat on the Commission, the EU 
executive agency. 


• Parliament Wants to extend its 
power to most areas of EU's economic 
policies. Germany for, Britain and France 
against 


right before your eyes, and 
ial lines’’ 



• Foreign Policy Growing support for a policy czar and 
planning unit to give EU a dearer voice in world affairs. 

No prospect of eliminating veto power for Issues of vital 

national Interest 


•Defense Four neufraJ members limit prospects but 
France and Gemiany want dear goals for cooperation. 


•Justice, crime A European FBI remains far-fetched 
but con ferenc e mayset ground for common EU policies 
on immigration, pofiticaJ asylum and visas 


•Differentiation The most crucial issue for the future, 

without hindrance from bloc's laggards. Britain feara 
^issq^wK, but its dropout from a single cumarcy set 


South Africans are close to spearing the 
springbok, seen as an Afrikaner symbol. 


was once ubiquitous. A 
winged blue one is on the 
orange tail of every South 
African Airways jeL Technic- 
ally, all the national sports 
teams were once Springboks. 

Now that has changed. The 
national soccer team is known 
by its street nickname, Bafana 
Bafana (the Boys, the Boys). 
The national cricket team ac- 
cepted the flower without 


the protea, formerly used by 
university teams, be the na- 
tional symbol. 

The rugby league asked for 
a delay because it was playing 
host to the 1995 World Cup 
and had already ordered tons 
of paraphernalia with a spring- 
bok motif. When it won the 
world championship, thou- 
sands of black South Africans 
celebrated too. rechristening 


visibly along racij 
Mr. Basson said. 

“One group has fond 
memories of the Springboks 
and fails to see how tt could be 
offensive." he added. “The 
other remembers that white 
politicians once said no black 
would ever be a Springbok, 
and some even remember the 
doors of their houses being 
kicked in by infantrymen who 
had a springbok on their 
badges. That is a part of their 
lives they'd rather forget." 

The full sports council is to 
vote on Saturday and Mr. 
Basson 's panel has recom- 
mended against the spring- 
bok, Feeling it is divisive. Mr. 
Mandela. Minister of Sport 
Steve Tshwete and the Afric- 
an National Congress all en- 
dorse keeping it as a concili- 
atory gesture to Afrikaners. 
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ALCATEL: Largest Loss in French History, but Stock Price Rises 


Continued from Page 1 


right track toward maintaining its stand- 
ing in world markets by carrying out a 
major restructuring despite the loss. 

Mr. Tchuruk predicted a! a press con- 
ference that the company would break 
even in 1996 and would achieve a profit 
margin of 4 percept of sales in 1998. 

The company cited 23.9 billion francs 
in exceptional charges as the major 
factor behind the 1 995 loss. Revenue fell 
to 160.4 billion francs, from 167.6 bil- 
lion . 

“We hope that 1996 will be char- 


acterized by a very significant improve- 


ment in the results." Mr. Tchuruk said. 

He also said that Alcatel could be 
interested m acquiring the French state- 
owned defense and electronics company 


Thomson SA. That company is sched- 
uled for privatization later tins year. 

Analysts said that the market had been 
particularly impressed by Mr. Tchuruk’s 
announcement that the company had 
trimmed its workforce of 195,000 by 
12.000 jobs since July as part of the 
restructuring program, which wifi in- 
volve tbe elimination of ujj to 30,000 
jobs over the next three years. 

Of the job cuts carried out since July, 
Mr. Tchuruk said 7,500 were in tele- 
communications and 4.500 in its cable 
business, with 10.000 in Europe and 
1,400 in North America. 

When Mr. Tchuruk took over as chair- 
man last year, he promised to streamline 
the company and dean up its balance 
sheet through a restructuring program 
that is intended to trim costs by 7 billion 
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UNITED NATIONS, MoA- 
Bosnia’s representative at *e 
Nations has accused the Umted Smtgof 
failing to mm over mfonnanon oE a 
notorious Serbian 

known as Aikan, who has been h^ to 
killings of Bosnian Muslims as late as 

last autumn. . . . 

The representative. Mohammed 
Sacirbey, said at a news conferenwmat 
Washington had ‘ ‘conclusive evidence 
of ties between Arkan, whose real name 
is Zeliko Raznatovic, and the govern- 
ment of President Slobodan Milosevic 
of Serbia. 

While U.S. officials say they cannot 
comment on what evidence they have, 
the spokesman for the U.S. Mission to 
the UN, James P. Rubin, said: We 
provide more information and financial 
support than any other government, and 

we do, in fact, favor an investigation nuo 

Arican’s activities.” . 

Mr. Raznatovic has not been indicted 
by die UN International Court of Justice 

Sacirbey essentially charged that 
tbe United States, needing the coopt- 
ation of Mr. Milosevic to enforce the 
Dayton peace accords, was holding back 
information that might lead to questions 
about Serbian involvement in the mas- 
sacres. Serbian officials apparently con- 
tinue to have easy access to areas of 
Bosnia along die Serbian border. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Sacirbey said Mr. 
Milosevic tetd been handed an account ctf 
the activities of Mr. Raznatovic by 
Richard C. Holbrooke, the fanner as- 
sistant secretary of state brought the 

B alkan parties together at the Dayton, 
Ohio, conference. 

“If Mr. Milosevic is entitled to that 
written information, then I’m not sure 
why we, the Bosnians, the international 
community, or The Hague war crimes 
tribunal is not," Mr. Sacirbey said. 
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Bonn does not want any Euro- 
pean fefeosemHar, inside or 
outside NATO, to undercut 
security links with the United 
'States." “YOU must never 
faring Germany .Into die po- 
sition of having to choose be- 
tween Paris and Washing- 
ton,!’ Mr. Hoyer said. 

Britain, which also insists 
on the centrality of NATO, has 
drawn comfort from ihe limits 
of French-German agree- 
ments anddie signs that Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac wants to 
keep key policy decisions 

firmly in nafinmal rapi tafr 

Jonathan Eyal, director of 
the Royal United Services In- 
stitute in London, said France 
continued to have more for- 
eign-policy symmetry with 
Britain, a fellow nuclear 
power with global intere s t s, 
than with Germany. 

“Fiance will be closest to 
Germany on monetary mat- 
ters and very close to Britain 
on security matters,” he pre- 
dicted. 


0 




J 


ill STRUT 


shins 1 


i. 


UJh 

■/r% 


t*r4 

•Ar 

ft 4 


e- 


- •-r a-.il 

• • i-i ;• 

• •..-s r «fv 

-i.T * 

i fcrffe 

“a*. 

h r.ft 

r - 


--iMA 


* i 


• SwWf 

• -- fa 


"•\iw 

Lory 

: 



% 


© 


i* f 

■•a w 


.:** v 
" " a 
'■** w y? 


; < ' 

1 yr« 


■ 




S., ' 'M , sa»n 


■A* :• 


-t £»■» 


8-*. 














! US. 

;«siQ 

:S"bS„5 


fi t jj.^i 



t >•;:.' 

■■ .V*fv- - -. . 


£ .•’ k ' 
- ./ 1 f i ■ ? 

t ■: . 

■+.*•»■• 

: -e*^_ ~ 

r 

i s - 7. 

f- •■rf-.-n ;- rt ■ 


l»a£0Efc*:4 


: : -.v v - : - 

fflaWtr*. •■ rr-- . 


pft'j-Tmw 1 ’ -t. 
*fcisw» 
v^teeij: *• 


‘ : f --\V S-^ 
^ ■» 

. 11 : ■ V ■■< . l * 

*-y- rvj.Jj.. 

'.V - 

si 

-• ‘ 

i . " 1 ' **» 

_ -Ct % 
•£?=£ 

"• -..•. 4" 

•-. * “Sea 


v 

.-. “ 1: ~-J: 

' • - • 7 r». 


•t. :v^ 


wgwsf tris** w . jc - 

o ww i tf x ■ ** ••• a •.. . . 

i-iiSS* kta*i-9’- .'-'• «•;• • .-• 

tea#*, is'iff* ■ i •■ * ■ - 

#H .v.-: -. t 

■»* :> f --. • - 

£fr.*fc*..ft.-K :jr :r. > 

jmi',' bV >* ■'■*■ ••■• -• 

Efr. V-; - ' rriivA;-*'.' * » •• 
r ' '• ' •' .T . „ •: ■•— 

5r.*jj’»Hin * r-+-.t ■ . \ ' 

m.- m*. **■’ ***; 

*J*f* 4! *.'Vftto«l • \ • • . 


tor*//-*- f/u/ 


tflWwiri- . ji»*'\»» '• 

•HW» ■ftr-v:--.-'-. 

!f ■■&•*«• •-;» iV-r ‘ * * 

!•• jliiiVv ? •>*' :• *.:«_••••• 
gpbflKS- ■• a -. 

■r. - 

■■■"■' 

fir •> : 

. •• 

jeji-l ' : '• 

'fpl. 

'•^ ■■ '’ "■ 

F- -.' 

- tS. ;-W • 

{. ■***»• ' ■***"/ • - 

— -•'■ 

WM0T-' >•• ' 

- • '*:•■'■ 

T**I'<|WM¥ -»* 4 : -* r ••■• 

9 :■•■*■ 

: ' 

••■»• •-’■-••• 

4b? 

'■ 


*!#*-! fWl 

ii ■■ 'itftnr'** 

: • - 


■4*^ ■ ’i ■* 


**nr* 


Vi ••■:•' 



v 

•># r v - u 
vp*-^ '■■■* "■ 

-,P 

■*V| •"-• •- ' ■• 

^ #4*+*'* '■ 

, ’■ -• 

* j-'’ 






BUSINESS / FINANCE 


FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 1996 


PAGE 11 


4C~e-~*** • 



THETRIB INDEX135 

International Herald Tribune World Shv* k.' 


International Herald Tribune World Stock irxtov a ^ 
of 28 a Internationally investable stack* 5: imposed 
T gmy^Btaomb^ Bu^^l^^^^rnnes, 


Deutsche Bank Goes Modem 

Pay and Titles Will Be Linked to Performance 



Appnfc Mating: 32% 
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By John Schmid 

International Herald Tribune 

FRANKFURT — Deutsche 
Bank AG, reporting a 24 percent 
rise in 1995 net profit, announced 
Thursday it would inaugurate a 
program to overhaul its tradition- 
bound corporate culture by linking 
pay to performance — a common 
practice in New York and London 
hut still foreign to Frankfurt. 

Ia publishing its 1995 balances 
Thursday, it became the first Ger- 
man bank to apply International 
Accounting Standards, which are 
more transparent and widely re- 
cognized than Germany's opaque 
disclosure rules. 

The new accounts forced the 
bank to reveal 4.6 billion Deutsche 
marks in so-called hidden cash re- 
serves, a figure that previously had 
been kept secret from the public 
and from investors. 

41 “Ibe decision to internationalize 
our reporting lies in the logic of our 
global strategy,” the management 
board chairman, Hilmar Kopper, 
said in presenting die earnings. 

German regulations allow banks 
and companies to accumulate hid- 
den reserves, which are commonly 


used to massage earnings by re- 
leasing reserves in lean years and 
stockpiling them in better times. 

To further bring its strategy ”in 
line with international practice/* 
Europe's largest bank will create a 
performance incentive this year 
for its 200 top managers, Mr. Kop- 

Volkswagen’s first-quarter 
deliveries rose; Nestid’s net 
1995 profit declined. Page 13. 

per said. The bank will seek per- 
mission at its next shareholder 
convention for a 40 million DM 
issue of stock options, intended for 
the senior ranks of its executives. 

The move is meant to give those 
m a na gers a vested interest in the 
stock. They could exercise the op- 
tions and cash in if the shares ap- 
preciated. 

It marks the first step toward a 
broader switch over to perfor- 
mance-linked bonuses that even- 
tually could affect the bank's 9,000 
German-based staff not covered by 
collective bargaining agreements. 

Currently, a Deutsche Bank em- 
ployee can count on an egalitarian 
animal bonus that at least matched 


last year's and roughly equaled 
everyone else’s. That bonus is 
pegged to the dividend, which has 
not been cut in the bank's postwar 
history. 

Now, tbe bank wants to junk the 
old system and replace ir with Coat- 
ing premiums that reward individu- 
al work. For German bank workers, 
that means future compensation 
could fall as well as rise. Perfor- 
mance-linked income surprises few 
outside Germany, least of all the 
bank's own traders and investment 
professionals in Singapore, Tokyo 
or New York. In Germany, only one 
other rival, Bayerische Vereins- 
bank AG, has variable pay scales. 

On Monday,- the bank will ab- 
olish its old-fhshioned system of 
titles — no small move in a nation 
where titles and bonorifics often 
determine social status, salary and 
benefits — replacing empty tides 
with ones that reflect responsibil- 
ities. 

International Accounting Stan- 
dards, used by 230 international 
companies around the globe, was a 
logical step for a bank fond of 
publicizing that half of its earnings 
and 40 percent of its shareholders 
come from outside Germany. 
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WALL STREET WATCH 


Cenpfccf bj Our SofiFnm Dvgakha 

JOHANNESBURG — Chris 
liehenberg resigned as South Africa’s 
finance minister on Thursday, and 
President Nelson Mandela named the 
trade minister, Trevor Manuel to the 
post. Mr. Manuel would be the first 
member of the African National Con- 
gress to bold die position. 

Mr. Liebenbeig, a former chief 
executive of the banking giant Neb- 
cor Ltd-, was die only nonpartisan 
member of the cabinet 

South African markets tumbled 
amid speculation that Mr. Manuel 
might not be as aggressive as Mr. 
Liebenberg in controlling spending. 

The benchmark Johannesburg 
All-Market Index finished down 
49.53 points, at 6,721.50, while the 


dollar rose to 4.0080 rand following 
tire announcement from 3.9875 rand 
Wednesday. 

“It’s a shock to tbe system,” said 
Carole Mason, an economist at In- 
vestec Bank. “Nobody anticipated 
Liebenberg would step down so 
soon after the presentation of the 
budget. It’s almost a replay of Derek 
Keys," Mr. Iiebenberg's prede- 
cessor, who resigned unexpectedly, 
citing personal reasons, in 1 994, 

Mr. Manuel's appointment sur- 
prised some economists, who said 
they had expected Deputy Finance 
Minister Alec Erwin to succeed Mr. 
Liebenberg after serving under him 
for almost two years. Instead, Mr. 
Erwin will replace Mr. Manuel at 
the Trade and Industry Ministry, 


while Gill Marcus, head of Parlia- 
ment’s joint standing committee on 
finance, will become deputy finance 
minister. 

"Financial markets judge politi- 
cians more harshly than anyone, and 
our interest rates and currency sug- 
gest the government lost the ball, ' 
said Gordon Smith, chief economist 
at Ivor Jones, Roy & Co. "It needed 
to appoint people who can drive 
politically risky programs like 
privatization, exchange controls and 
job creation.” 

Mr. Liebenberg said no policy 
differences with colleagues had led 
him to resign Instead, he said, he 
had been discussing his departure 
with Mr. Mandela for months. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters, AFP) 


By Erik Ipsen 

International Herald Tribune 

LONDON — Cable & Wireless 
PLC. Britain's second-largest tele- 
communications company, said 
Thursday that ir was in “explor- 
atory" merger talks with the marker 
leader, British Telecommunications 
PLC. 

Tbe announcement comes less 
than one month after the companies 
revealed that earlier efforts at a com- 
bination of the pair had broken off 
over the issue of price. 

[A spokesman at Cable and Wire- 
less, Peter Eustace, said he could add 
nothing to the company's statement, 
which was released after the close of 
trading in London, Bloomberg Busi- 
ness News reported.] 

A merger would create one of the 
largest phone companies in tbe 
world, combining tbe companies' 
domestic strengths plus Cable & 
Wireless’s Asian presence and Brit- 
ish Telecoraraunications's ties 
across Europe and in North Amer- 
ica. 

It would jump-start BT's efforts 
to establish a strong presence in 
Asia, which its chief executive, Six 
Peter L. Bonfield. recently identi- 
fied as a key target for expansion. 

Cable & Wireless would benefit 
from BT's series of fledgling na- 
tional alliances in Europe, as well as 
its linkup with the American com- 
pany MCI Communications Corp. 

C&W’s crown jewel is its 57.5 
percent stake in Hongkong Tele- 
com. 

In the six months through last 
September, Hongkong Telecom ac- 
counted for the bulk of its parent’s 
operating profit, contributing £405 
million ($615.0 million} out of tbe 
company's total of £616 million. 

But one problem complicating a 
merger is that under Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange rules, any buyer of 
Cable & Wireless’s block of stock 
must automatically seek to buy the 
remaining shares on the market The 
current market value of those shares 
is around £6 billion. Along with 


Cable & Wireless's £1 0 billion mar- 
ket capitalization, (he cost of ac- 
quiring the rival might be too much 
of a mouthful even for a company 
the size of British Telecommunic- 
ations. 

The earlier merger talks between 
the two companies sought to sidestep 

that impediment by having Cable & 
Wireless buy British Telecommu- 
nications, despite the relative size of 
the companies. Analysts speculated 
Thursday that the rekindled talks 
were following a similar line. 

Another prickly issue far the two 
companies is their competing al- 
liances in the German market. Brit- 
ish Telecommunications has allied 
with VIAG AG, while Cable & 
Wireless has ties with VEB A AG — 
which holds 1 0.5 percent of C&W's 
shares. 

With operations scattered in 50 
countries around the world. Cable & 
Wireless has long been considered 
an attractive buyout target for any 
large telecommunications company 
interested in leapfrogging into in- 
ternational markets. 

Heightening bid speculation has 
been a series of setbacks for the 
company that culminated last 
November in the ouster of both its 
chief executive, James Ross, and its 
executive chairman. Lord Young, 
following their two-day struggle to 
dominate the board. The two men 
have yet to be replaced. 

In contrast British Telecommu- 
nications has posted sparkling res- 
ults in recent years. 

Last month, for instance, the 
former state-owned concern repor- 
ted net profit of £2.44 billion for the 
final nine months of 1995, a 13 
percent increase over the like period 
in 1994. 

In January, BT named its new 
chief executive, Sir Peter, the 
former head of the British computer 
maker ICL PLC. 

Cable and Wireless's shares 
closed up 36 pence, at 512 pence in 
London. 

BT shares finished up 15 pence, at 
349 pence. 


Cashing In on PC Services 


Microsoft Invites Itself to Digitized Household 


N 


JL R throat business. All the profit, it 
seems, goes to Intel Carp, and Microsoft 
Corp., which own the industry’s crucial 
nucrochip and software technologies. 

So the market gives low price-efunings 
multiples to the shares of companies that 
make and sell personal computers, even in 
good times, and quickly head for tbe exit at 
the first sign of weakness. 

Bat ihfi business of providing PC ser- 


By Steve Lohr help-desk and network-integration busi- 

Nrw York Times Service DC 5?'j xr - , 

— Today Vanstar, analysts say, is the lead- 

EW YORK —For manufacturers mg independent assembler, or integrator, of 
and retailers, the personal-corn- PC networks in offices. The company, in 
pater industry is a precarious, cut- which Microsoft has a 4 percent stake, is 
throat business. AH tbe profit, it growing at a rate oftnore man 30 percent a 
res to Intel Carp, and Microsoft year. Earlier this month, Vanstar went pob- 
bich own the industry's crucial lie at $10 a share. Since then its share price 
) and software technologies. has gone nowhere; Vanstar closed un- 
market gives low price- e arni n gs changed at $10,125 Thursday, 
to the shares of companies that “It’s a tough story to seU." said William 

. sell personal computers, even in Tauscher, Vanstar ’s chairman. “Investors 
s, and quickly head for the exit at have valued us like distributors instead of as 
ign of weakness. a services company.” 

i business of providing PC ser- They dosomairdybecaiKe only aboutlO 


By John Markoff 

New York Times Service 


computer and electronics companies, 
including Toshiba Corp. and Gateway 


the database specialist Oracle Corp. 
and Sun Microsystems Inc., which 


SAN FRANCISCO — Microsoft far new devices that co 
Corp. on Monday plans to unveil its when the grow* rate of the home 
vision of an inexpensive appliance that computer market has begun to slow, 
would link consumers to the Internet People familiar with the plans said the 


2000 Inc. It is a series of specifications makes computer hardware, have said 
far new devices that comes at a time $500 devices would supplant personal 


and merge the functions of today’s devices could appear in mid- 1 997. 


computers, many of which now use 
Microsoft programs and Intel chips. 

Microsoft’s vision will encompass 
a variety of technologies designed to 


televisions, stereos and computers. The announcement would be a re- make a system is markedly simpler to 
The initiative, to be known as tbe sponse to attempts by competitors to use than today's personal com- 
Simply Interactive Personal Computer, challenge Microsoft and tbe chipmaker putersJFor example, Microsoft is 
will have the backing of a number of Intel Corp. These companies, notably planning to announce an "instant-on” 


specification that will allow the com- 
puter to start immediately, unlike 
today's computers which can take as 
long as two minutes to start 
The future standard will also in- 
clude a modem that will permit sim- 
ultaneous voice and data calls and will 
have the ability to play high-quality 


make a system is markedly simpler to digital audio. It will allow the transfer 


today's personal com- 


of data at speeds of up to 400 million 
bits per second, allowing many kinds 
of information to be sent to homes. 


vi ce s, f forn maintenanc e to consulting. a P~ percent of Vanstar’ s $1.4 billion in revenue 
pears far more promising, and companies, last year came from tbe high profit-marg i n- 


unlike home PC users, are willing to pay for 
technology help and band-holding. Last 
year, the market for desktop computer ser- 
vices was $28 billion, according to 
Dataquesr Inc., which estimates that this 
market will expand nearly 14 percent ayear 
through 1999. 

With profit and growth looking scarce 
elsewhere in the PC industry, some analysts 
see the services business as a real oppor- 


services business. Tbe rest is the low-mar- 
gin business of reselling hardware, software 
and. network equipment to corporate cus- 
tomers, who typically want one company to 
assemble and maintain their networks. 

Vanstar is being joined by a handful of 
other companies that are assembling busi- 
nesses in PC services. They include 
AmeriData Technologies Inc. of Stamford, 
Connecticut, lnacom Corp. of Omaha, Neb- 


tunby. “It’s growing faster and foe margins r a s ka . Compucom Systems Inc. of Dallas, 
are higher,” said Eric Rocco, an analyst at DecisionOne Corp. of Frazer, 
Dataquest. “The services business is die last Pennsylvania, and Entex Information Ser- 
bieffontier." vices Inc. of Rye Brook, New York. 


big frontier.” 

Perhaps, but Wall Street seems skeptical 
so far. Ask Vanstar Carp, of Pleasanton, 
California. Vanstar used to be Computer- 


Tbese companies are independent and are 
PC specialists, unlike the Electronic Data 
Systems Inc. unit of General Motors Corp. 


Land Corp., a chain ofretail PC stores. Over or International Business Machines Corp„ 
the last five years, the company has been which are “top down” systems integrators, 
overhauled, jettisoning retail and wholesale 

sales while building a customer-service. See PC, Page 15 


Grundig Announces 
Radical Cost-Cutting 

Reuters 

FURTH, Germany, — The 1 
troubled German audio and , 
video equipment maker { 
Grundig AG on Thursday re- ! 
ported a record loss of 597.8 
million Deutsche marks 1 
($403 million) for 1995, and | 
said it plans to slash costs to , 
get back on its feeL 

The cuts will include 3,000 
layoffs, adding to the 1,800 
made last year. The company 
employed 11,459 workers at 
offoe end of 1995. 

The company’s chairman, 
Pieter van oer WaL said the 
end was near unless the com- 
pany returned to profit soon. 
The parent company. Philips 
NV of the Netherlands, said m 
February that it would no 
longer underwrite Grundig’s 
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Very briefly: 


Boeing Plans to Sell Subsidiary 


SEATTLE (AP) — Boeing Co. said Thursday it plans to 
sell its subsidiary in Macon, Georgia, that makes cargo- 
handling equipment for airplanes. 

Boeing said it has focused on one potential buyer among a 
number of companies that have expressed interest in the 
operation but did not disclose the name of the potential buyer 
or a potential purchase price. 

The subsidiary employs about 700 people. 


Roar Is Unique, Harley Says 


By John O’Dell 

bos Angdes Times Service 


To America's only major mo- 
torcycle maker, the deep-throated 
rumbling of a big V-twin engine is 
as vital as a heartbeat 

Hariey-Davidson lac. installed 
its first V-twin in 1909 and has 
stuck with the rough-idling engine 
ever since. Now the Wisconsin 
company wants the government to 
protect its investment with a trade- 
mark. Harley says the competition 
is copying its sound. 

The major Japanese bike 
makers — all with rumbling cruis- 
er-style bikes in their lineups — 
are preparing to slug it out with 
Harley in classic American style: 
they're going to court. Harley's 
competitors says the sound simply 
comes with the engine and should 
not be protected by law. 

Sometime in late June or early 
July, the U.S. Patent and Trade- 
mark Office in Washington will 
begin hearing the first of nine chal- 
lenges to Harley -Davidson's bid to 
trademark the sound of its V-twin 


engines. 

To avoid becoming the next 
nylon — an early DuPont product 
whose name was not protected and 
fast became a generic term — the 
Wisconsin motorcycle maker 
wants a trademark to block other 
manufacturers from turning out 
cruisers that sound like Harleys. 


“The sound we like to use, the 
verbal description, is very fast, 
‘potato- potato- potato. said 
Joseph Bonk, Harley-Davidson's 
trademark attorney. 

It is a precedent-setting case, 
trademark specialists say. Of 
nearly 730.000 enforceable trade* 
marks on the books in the United 
States, only 23 cover sounds and 
most are for distinctive, man-made 
arrangements like NBC’s three- 
toned chime, the MGM lion's roar 
and Beneficial Corp.’s jingle: “At 
Beneficial, toot-toot, you're good 
for more.” Harley, however, 
wants to protect the sound made by 
a specific type of engine. 

Should Harley win, other man- 
ufacturers could attempt to trade- 
mark their product sounds, said a 
Los Angeles trademark law spe- 
cialist, Stan Sokoloff. 

Hoover Co. could try to trade- 
mark die sound of its vacuum 
cleaner, suggested a New York 
trademark specialist, Darren 
Saunders. Waring Products Co. 
could ask the government to pro- 
tect the whirring sound of its 
blender blades. 

Cypress, a California-based 
Yamaha company, which has mar- 
keted cruiser-style bikes with V- 
twin engines since 1981, says Har- 
ley is nuts. 

So do American Honda. Amer- 
ican Suzuki, and Kawasaki Motor 
U.S.A. The four big Japanese bike 


makers have filed documents op- 
posing Harley-Davidson's trade- 
mark application. They have been 
joined by a snowmobile maker and 
four motorcycle customizers. 

“Yamaha has been building V- 
twin engines since the early "80s, 
and there’s no difference between 
the sound their engine makes and 
the sound our engine makes,' ' said 
a Yamaha spokesman. Bob Starr. 

Harley disagrees. “There are a 
lot of ways to make a V-twin 
sound dine rent," said the com- 
pany's spokesman. Steve Piehl. 
‘ ‘The sound is created by the angle 
of the pistons, the number of 
valves, other internal components 
and the exhaust system. It has been 
Harley's sound since the 1930s.” 

As the engine noise case un- 
derscores, Harley-Davidson is ser- 
ious about preserving its brand im- 
age. The company, founded in 
1903. has survived years of quality 
problems and the Japanese dom- 
ination of the U.S. motorcycle 
market for most of the 1980s to 
come back with a roar. Its sales 
successes in the 1990s — annual 
revenue is now about $1.5 billion 
— have given it the cash to pursue 
those it brands as trademark of- 
fenders. 

The company routinely protests 
unauthorized use of its winged 
wheel symbol, its name and even 
the popular designation for its 
bikes: Hogs. 


Stocks Stuck in Mud 
As Bond Yields Rise 


•Phoenix Resource Cos. Inc. said it has agreed to a $396 
million cash-and-stock buyout offer from Apache Corp. 
Apache will give three-quarters of an Apache share plus $4 m 
cash for each Phoenix share. 

•Harnischfeger Industries Inc. said a subsidiary. Beloit 
Corp., has bought a pulp machinery business from Ingerso li- 
ft and Co. for about $125 million. 

• Manville Corp. said it will pay a special cash dividend of 
$6 a common share as pan of the distribution of $1 .08 billion 
in profits from the sale of its stake in Riverwood International. 
Manville will change its name to Schuller Corp.. effective 
Friday, assuming the title of its sole remaining operating 
unit. 

• Hughes Supply Inc. said Thursday it will buy Southwest 
Stainless Inc. from PVF Holdings Inc. for $106 million, 
consisting of S74.4 million in cash, the issuance of 669,956 
shores of Hughes common stock and the assumption of bank 
debt not to exceed $13 million. 

•United Technologies Corp.'s automotive-parts division 
said ii plans to close four manufacturing plants and fire about 
1 .200 WOtkerS tO reduce COStS. AP. Bloot»h<r S . Knight-Ridder 


Bundesbank Clips Dollar’s Gains 


Civftltai hr Otr Stuff Fmm Dupseher 

NEW YORK — The dollar feU 
more than a pfennig against the 
Deutsche mark after the Bundes- 
bank elected not to cut interest rates 
at its policy meeting on Thursday. 

The doUar had set a two-week 
high against the mark on Wednes- 
day after a series of comments from 
German officials gave a boost to 
those expecting a cut in rates. 

The dollar closed at 1.4748 DM. 
down from 1.4860 DM. and was 
quoted at 106.205 yen. down from 
106.645 yen. 

Bui analysts said the mark's rise 
was expected to run out of steam 
before long as expectations per- 
sisted the Bundesbank would cut 


rates to spur economic growth and 
counter unemployment 

“It’s a mixed bag for the dollar." 
said Ricardo Gomes, head of for- 
eign exchange at Republic National 
Bank of New York. “The market 
still perceives the rale cut will come 
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in Germany eventually and the dol- 
lar will move higher." 

The Dutch central bank, 
however, parted ways with the 
Bundesbank and cut the key Dutch 
secured-loans rate to an all-time low 
of 2.5 percent. Analysts said the 
bank may have been encouraged by 
the guilder’s recent strength. The 


dollar nevertheless slit 
Thursday to 1.6508 guilders 
1 .6624 guilders. 

The pound stemmed a recent de- 
cline spurred by concerns about 
costs to the British economy arising 
from the beef controversy. The. 

r iund rose to $1.5250 from 
1.5195. A week ago it had been 
worth $15366. 

“Things seem to have stabilized 
there, vis-a-vis the mad cow dis- 
ease," said Bruce English, a dealer 
at ABN-Amro Bank in Chicago. 

Against other leading European 
currencies, the dollar fell to 1.1898 
Swiss francs from 1 . 1 995 francs and 
to 5.0320 French francs from 5.0670 
francs. ( Bloomberg . Reuters ) 


NEW YORK —Stocks were 
mixed Thursday as interest rates in 
the bond market rose amid nervous 
debate as. to whether a strength- 
ening economy would help corpor- 
ate gami ng s enough to offset rising 
borrowing costs. 

Chemical, transportation and 
automotive stocks led gainers, 
while such bine-chips as IBM and 
Sears offset the advance. 

The Dow Jones industrial index 
finished up 3.97 points, at 5,630.85, 
but (teclining issues led advancers 
by a 6-to-5 ratio on the. Big Board. 

According to Thom Brown, a 
managing director at Rutherford, 
Brown & Catherwood in Phil- 
adelphia, the losses were' concen- 
trated in a few large companies. 

IBM lost m, to 109-& while 
Caterpillar closed down I. at 6816. 

“The broader market looks reas- 
onably healthy right now,” he said. 

Sears, a Dow component, closed 
down at 47ft, after the retailer 
recalled 150,000 table saws, includ- 
ing some sold under its Craftsman 
brand, because of a possible defect 
in the switch lock. 

But many technology stocks rose, 
led by Cisco, up 1 3/16 to 46'A. 
which let the Nasdaq composite in- 
dex gain 1.81 points, to 1,095.69. 

Yet with yields on U.S. govern- 
ment bonds hovering near seven- 
month highs, some analysts worried 
that investors might start moving 
their assets from stocks to bonds. 

“Stock investors have to be con- 
cerned about the competition from 
higher rates.” said Peter Canoni, 
managing director for equity in- 
vestments at Aeltus Investment 

Bonds gained alter the Labor De- 
partment said new claims to jobless 
benefits shot up by 43,000 Last week 
to the highest level in nearly four 
years, bolstered by applications from 
General Motors workers idled by the 
now-resolved Arike at die auto- 
maker’s brake plants. 

The jobless numbers signaled 
sluggishness in the economy , which 
sometimes is considered positive to 
bonds as it can help die Federal 
Reserve Board justify a cut in in- 
terest rates to spur business activity. 

But the rally proved brief, as in- 
vestors continual to focus on com- 
ments by the chairman of the Fed, 
Alan Greenspan, that the economy 
had new “staying power.” The 30- 


year benchmark J« asur > q ^S' 
ih ed down 17/32. at 90 2^32. 
which raised its y ie J? “ 6 ‘ 7 ^ 
from 6.68 percent 

Shares of amo and k-henucai 
companies gained for the same rea- 
son fcmd yields 

for a sironger-than-expected eco- 
nomy- While robust growth could 
raise 7 the risk of inflation — a 
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dreaded occurrence for bonds — it 
would also spur earnings growth tor 
companies mat do best when UR 
economy is booming. 

Ford led the rally among amo- 
makers. closing up # at 34%. wh£e 
Eastman Chemical, up lw at 72 A. 
and Rohm & Hass, up 2 at 68 A were 
the stars among chemical issues. 

Chemical companies got a fur- 
ther boost from Merrill Lynch, 
which raised its investment opinion 
on Rohm & Haas. . 

Cheyenne Software said it ex- 
pected fiscal third-quarter net in- 
come to be between 10 cents and 18 
cents a share, less than the 27 cents 
expected by analysts. The stock 
tumbled 8VS, to 1444. 

“It's getting harder and harder to 
find good earnings,” saidEdKeely. 
portfolio manager for Founders 
Growth Fund. 

Rising borrowing costs, as dic- 
tated by bond yields, stunt economic 
growth and hurt company earnings. 

Thedamage to profits will appear 
in the second half of the year, Mr. 
Keely said, especially if the Fed. 
(toes not lower rates. “If they fad to 
ease in- May, they'll put us into 
recession,” he said. 

Gold shares dropped as the pre- 
cious metal's price slumped to- 
lowing the resignation of the South 
African finance minister and a de- 
cline in the value of the rand. 

Bay Networks was die most active 
stock on the Big Board, buoyed by a 
report by the CNBC financial cor- 
respondent Dan Dorfman that 
AT&T might buy the computer net- 
working products maker. It finished 
unchanged at 30,' while AT&T 
slipped % to 6114. 

Stop & Shop was the second 
most-active, rising 6ft to 33ft, after 
Royal Ahold, a Dutch food retailer, 
said it had agreed to buy the su- 
permarket chun for $2.9 billion. 

( Bloomberg , AP. Reuters) 
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CopfaMtrOw.Sktf'AaRQBpAAn - 

. WOLFSBURG, . Germany 1 — 
Volkswagen AG's thief -executive 
said -Thursday that although first- 
quarter deliveries rose about 14 per- 
cent. the. company expected only a 
slight sales incrcasfrfbr'aU of 1996. 

Ferdinand Piech said . Volkswa- 
gen's 1906 sales were threatened by 
general overcapacity in the auto in- 
dustry, and by the strength of the 
Deutsche marie 

“Competitive pressure in the 
automobile industry will farther in- 
crease in coming years, especially in 
Europe,” Mr. Piech said. “Asian 
auto manufacturers will nearly triple 
their European capacity by the end 
of the decade.” • 

He refused to give a profit or sales 
forecast, for: this year, and said he 
was t'unbappy” with 199S earn- 
ings. As previously announced, net 
profit more .than doubled last year, 
to 336 million DM ($2265 million). 


amid cost-cutting and introduction 
of new models. 

Bruno Adelt, VWs chief financ- 
ial officer, said the jump in first- 
quarter sales may Have been the 
result of seasonal factors. 

“We don’t know why it’s going 
so good,” Mr. Piech said of the first- 
quarter figures. "Thai’s why we’re 
being careful." 

. Stock in VW rose 75 pfennig, to 
545.25 DM. 

Currency fluctuations cost Volk- 
swagen 500 million DM in 1995 
even though the company took 
hedging measures. 

In 1995, sales of Volkswagen 
brands, which include Audi, Spain’s 
. SEAT, and Skoda in the Czech Re- 
public, rose to 88.12 billion DM 
from 80.04 billion DM. 

The largest increase in deliveries 
was in France, where they rose 14.8 
percent, to 196,162 vehicles. The 
smalle st increase was in Germany, 


where deliveries rose just 05 per- 
cent, to 944556. 

VW, like many volume European 
carmakers, has been forced to keep 
prices down to keep sales up — a 
combination that caused a disap- 
pointing return on sales of just 0.4 
percent for 1995. 

This year, first-quarter deliveries 
in Europe rose 12 percent, to 
596,000 vehicles. Deliveries in the 
Asia-Pacific region rose 13 percent, 
to 71,000 vehicles. In South Amer- 
ica and Africa, deliveries rose 25 
percent, to 172,000 vehicles. 

VW deliveries in Eastern Europe 
rose 35 percent, to 48,000 vehicles. 
In the United States, deliveries rose 
22 percent, to 33,000 vehicles. 

In Mexico, deliveries slumped 47 
percent, to 9,000 vehicles, because 
of the economic crisis. Volkswagen 
hopes to compensate for the drop by 
increasing exports from its Mexico 
plants. (Bloomberg, Reuters) 
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. CvtfAdb? Our Stiff Fran Daptdsa 

VEVEYV Switzerland — Nestl6 
SA said that net profit in 1995 de- 
clined KXpercentas the strong Swiss 
franc ana rising coffee-bean prices 
crimped rising sales. 

Net profit fell to 2.92 billion 
francs ($2.45 billion), partly be- 
cause the 1994 result had included a 
one-time gain of 306 million francs 
front the sale of cosmetics units. 

If Nestl6 reported in dollars, net 
profit would have risen 3 percent, 
the company said 

Nestle shares closed 1 franc 
lower, at 1,34-1 francs. The shares 
have risen nearly 10 percent since 
the food company said in November 
it expected higher net profit this 
year. 

The company said it had “good 
hopes" for 1996 and added it would 
pay an unchanged dividend of 2650 


francs per share. 

Nestle said in January that 1995 
sates fell I percent, to 56.4 billion 
francs. At constant exchange rates, 
sales showed a rise of 10 percent. 

The franc gained 13 percent 
against the dollar and 5 percent 
against the Deutsche mark last year. 

Analysts had been widely expect- 
ing Nestlfi’s net profit to decline to 
between 2.82 billion francs and 2.94 
billion francs. 

Nestid called the year "satisfact- 
ory,” and said this was largely due 
to the growth in unit sales. Growth 
was “particularly marked” in Latin 
America, Asia, in Africa and in the 
Middle East. 

Unileva: Group, the Anglo- 
Dutch consumer products maker 
that is a major competitor of Nestil, 
last month said 1995 net profit fell 
14 percent due to the strong guilder. 


Economy Pressures Bertelsmann 
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Reuters 

BONN — Bertelsmann AG said 
Thursday that its operating profit 
declined 16 percent m tie first half 
of its 1995 -96 business year but that 
it still expected higher profits for the 
fuDyear that ends June 30. 

The publishing company’s sales 
in die six months to the end of 
December rose 5 percent, to 10.9 
billion Deutsche marks ($734 bfl- 


AMEX 


lion) and were expected to rise to 
about 215 billion DM. 

"After years of clear profit in- 
creases, Bertelsmann is not folly sat- 
isfied this time with earnings from 
current business,” the company 
said, adding that operating profits 
were under pressure largely from 
the difficult economic situation and 
declined 16 percent, although re- 
maining at high levels. 


The company does not issue 
profit figures in its interim report. 

Sales grew 2 percent in Germany, 
to 3.7 bdJioa DM, and were up 6 
percent, to 73 bflHon DM. on in- 
ternational markets. The largest sales 
increase was reported by the BMG 
Entertainment unit, winch rose 10 
percent, to 3.8 billion DM. Sales for 
die book publishing division slipped 
2 percent, to 35 billion DM. 


Ahold Expands 
Its U.S . Holdings 


reorganization charges and slow 
consumer spending. 

Nestle said operating profit fell to 
55 billion francs, from a restated 5.6 
billion a year earlier, while the op- 
erating margin fell to 9.7 percent, 
from a restated 9.9 percent 
"The operating performance is 
pretty much in line with what I ex- 
pected,” said James Amoroso, an 
analyst at CnSdir Suisse. He said 
Nestlfi told analysts on a conference 
call that its “cost structure im- 
proved,” without elaborating. 

Rising prices far unprocessed 
coffee beans, which were passed on 
only in part and with delay, hurt 
profitability, the company said. Cof- 
fee prices reached an eight-year 
high in September 1994 because of 
frost and drought in Brazil, the 
world's largest producer. 

( Bloomberg . AFX) 


CiK^frt/ln Om Suff frrw, Dape.ua 

ZAANDAM. Netherlands — 
The Dutch food retailer Royal 
Ahold NV said Thursday it had 
agreed to buy Stop & Shop Cos., 
the largest supermarket chain in 
New England, for S2.9 billion. 

The purchase will complement 
Ahold’s other chains in the East- 
ern United States, which include 
Finest, Tops. Bi-Lo. Giant and Ed- 
wards. These operations account 
for almost half of the company's 
$18 billion in annual sales. 

Ahold is to pay S 33 50 per share 
for Stop & Shop, which is based in 
Quincy. Massachusetts. The 
buyout price includes the assump- 
tion of $1.1 billion in debt. Stop & 
Shop shares jumped S6375 in af- 
ternoon trading on the New York 
Stock Exchange, to $33,125. 

The buyout specialist Kohlberg 
Kravis Roberts Sc. Co.. Stop & 
Shop’s majority shareholder with 
62 percent, agreed ro sell its in- 
terest, which will be worth about 
SI billion. 

KKR acquired Stop & Shop in 
a SI. 3 billion leveraged buyout 
1988, took the company private, 
sold some of its operations, then 
took it public again in 1991. 

The Dutch company said it 
planned to sell new shares to fin- 


ance the purchase. Because a 
stock sale is likely to dilute in- 
vestors’ holdings, shares in Ahold 
fell 1.7 guilders, to 7550. 

“Stop & Shop is expected to 
contribute considerably to our 
presence in the U.S..'* said Cees 
van der Hoeven, Ahold's chief ex- 
ecutive. “Our critical mass will 
increase substantially, and we ex- 
pect various new opportunities of 
synergy. ” He added that the com- 
pany would be “alert for new 
growth opportunities in Europe 
and Asia as well as in the U.S.” 

The acquisition of Stop & Shop 
will help Ahold's sales rise to 
more than S22 billion. The New 
England supermarket chain had 
sales of S4.12 billion in the year 
ended last January, while net 
profit fell to S67.9 million from 
S72.8 million. 

Earlier this month, Ahold pos- 
ted an 115 percent rise in 1995 
profit, to 456.6 million guilders 
(S276.2 million 1, on sales of 29.6 
billion guilders. 

*T think one should regard this 
as positive,” said Peter Beijers, 
an analyst with investment bank 
Kempen & Co. “They have a 
good track record when it comes 
to acquisitions.” 

(Bloomberg, AFX) 


Lower Provisions Bolster 
Profit at Credit Agricole 


Caq&d tn Oar SicffFnm BopsJm 

PARIS — Caisse Nationale de 
Credit Agricole, Ranee's largest 
bank in asset terms, said Thursday 
that its net profit rose 12 percent in 
1995 as it cut bad-loan provisions 
and costs and boosted sales of in- 
surance policies. 

Net profit rose to a better-than- 
expected 65 billion francs ($128.8 
mmion) from 5.8 billion in 1994. 
Managing Director Lucien Douroux 
had told the business newspaper La 
Tribune Desfosses in December that 
1995 profit would be in the range of 
6 billion francs. 

Mr. Douroux said that he hoped 
for an '‘extension" of the bank's 
result for 1995 in the current year 
and added that he was “calm” 
about the prospects. 

Chairman Yves Barsalou said it 
had been a “good year” for Credit 
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Agricole but added that his bank had 
not been spared the difficulties 
faced by the French banking. The 
sector is pressed by declining loans 
and shrinking interest margins. 

Nevertheless Credit Agricole 
slashed its risk provisions to 12.36 
billion francs, down 13 percent from 
1994. The 1995 provision includes 
35 percent of the bank’s loan of I 
billion francs to Eurotunnel. 

In contrast to the heavy real estate 
losses suffered by most French 
banks. Credit Agricole said that only 
7 percent of its provisions were re- 
lated ro property. 

Net banking income rose 3 per- 
cent, to 66 billion francs, while 
gross operating profit climbed 6 per- 
cent. to 245 billion francs. Toial 
loans barely budged in 1995, rising 
0.6 percent, to 1 trillion francs. 

(Bloomberg, AFX) 


• International CableTel Inc. of Britain has said it is ac- 
quiring the privately held broadcast and communications 
company NTL for around £235 million ($356.8 million). 

• Cap Gemini Sogeti SA reported a net profit of 52 million 
francs ($10.3 million) fear 1995. compared with a loss of 94 
million in 1994, as the French software company’s sales rose 
1 1 percent, to 1 1 33 billion francs. 

• Benetton Group SpA's 1995 net profit rose 5 percent, to 
220 billion lire ($1393 million i, as strong clothing sales in 
European and Asia helped increase total revenue by 5 percent, 
to 2.94 trillion lire. 

• Internationale Nederlanden Groep NV said 1995 net 
profit rose 15 percent, to 2.65 billion guilders ($1.59 billion), 
bolstered by growth at its banking ana insurance operations. 

• Merrill Lynch & Co. will not sell ruble-denominated 
Treasury bills, the Central Bank of Russia said after the two 
sides could not resolve differences over the sale. 

• Gefae AG said it remained committed to buying Lloyds 
Chemists PLC despite the German drugmaker’s bid having 
been sent to the Monopolies and Mergers Commission. 

• The European Confederation of Iron and Steel Indus- 
tries has agreed to key elements of a pact with the Specialty 
Steel Industry of North America to ban most subsidies and 
remove trade barriers in stainless, electrical and tool steel. 

• Thorn EMI PLC is delaying its breakup into a music 
company and a rentals business by three weeks, until Aug. 19, 
but the one-time charges related to the split will be £75 
million, down from the original estimate of £100 million. 

■ United Utilities PLC is taking a charge of £104 million to 
cover the cost of cutting 1.700 jobs. 

• Dresdner Bank AG is appointing the Bundesbank director 
Gerd Hausler to its management board, effective Dec. 1. 

• Huarte SA should increase its declared 1995 losses by 8.23 

billion pesetas, to 38.42 billion pesetas ($307.7 million), 
because, an auditor's report said, the Spanish builder used a 
lax credit inappropriately. Reuters, Bloomberg, AFP. AFX 
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CORN (CBOT1 

MOD bu nVnVniim- doSars per nonet 
May 96 359* 198 359* 181551 

All 96 IM* 1KTA 3JM* -050* 135J09 
S B>9i 3J3V, 131* 132 -(UW639J53 

Dec 94 116* 115* 115* —051 97A7 
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Est. tales NA rttefs. soles 66,568 
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SOYBEAN MEAL, {CBOT7 
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Esi safes NA Wed's, sales 20300 
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40Mte.- asms per*. 

Aw 94 4450 <387 <3.95 -045 22542 

An 96 6132 63.10 4112 -155 38545 
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SQ500 ta.- cem per to. 

Ob t96 46.12 5640 5657 *005 1530 

Apr 96 57.32 5655 5477 -020 3574 
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Ad 94 6640 45.65 6577 -085 2,966 

Aim 94 <370 4X85 <3.» -Of? 910 

Feb 97 4250 61X3 6152 -040 130 

Mar 97 62.10 62.10 63.10 9 

6m 96 SIM I 

Estseifs 2457 Wed's. safes 2TO8 

Wed's open ini 10X24 up 162 


COCOA (NOE) 

to mefrlc ton- scar un 
Mav 96 1281 1)61 1277 »B 37505 

JUI96 1301 1285 12" *9 21.140 

Sbp« TO? 1304 1314 *B MJi t 

CMC 96 1340 1333 13® .5 11. WO 

MOT 97 1368 1360 LH4 •* 4.151 

EB. sots UL8M W erf’s, are* 9UBi 
Weffsopen irv 98.789 off 194 

C06TEECMC5E) 

27 vd Nk. rreiiL ora rl 

MOV 94 123310 13040 171.40 —035 12.993 

JUI96 12200 119 AS 12045 -030 7J94 

Sep 9* IV 95 119 JO 11990 -OJO 8,138 

Dec 96 130JB 1187S IWJ* 1«S 

E5LU8K 7JJ3 WHT5.5rtes 11021 
WWl open ini 31, NO UP 923 

SUGAR-WORLD 11 INCSEJ 
11U0O u - cats M *> 

May 96 11X1 JLS3 Jta -018 B.172 

A4 » IMS 10X0 iaa -f-13 

Oct 96 1064 10JD 1080 -Offl 2&5B7 

AW97 18JB 1021 «U0 JO® UL607 

ESL sales 32AU8 WtflMB »J06 
werfs open ini is«t«2 o« 225 


High Low Ckne Chge Opht 
ORANGE JUICE (NCTN) 

15000 kK.- can par O. 

Mav 94 13175 13000 130JB -170 15,756 

JU96 130.75 129JB 129.05 -175 4JI07 

Sep 96 IZOOa 127.15 127.15 — U5 2X30 

Nov 94 12540 12675 12185 -175 » 

Ed. sate NA Wed's. Idas Til 
Wtefsopeniirf HuOl up 07 


GOLD (NCMXj 

IDO htv or.- do* 

Apr 96 m.S3 
MOV 96 39940 
Jim 96 40340 
AUP» 4DU0 
Od96 407 JO 
Doc 94 409X0 
Feb 97 410 
Apr 97 

Est. sate NA 
Wed's open W 


m par tray az. 

39650 39690 -050 
399 AO 398.10 -050 
399 JO 39970 -050 
401-50 402.10 —050 
40470 40470 -050 
407.00 407 JO -150 
41020 40970 -08? 

412.10 —050 
Wed's, stees 61 M 
XBJ71 up 4725 


M GRADE COPPSi WCMW 
26000 0n^ cent, per o. 

Apr 96 117 JB 11090 11670 *075 3,177 

MOV96 117J30 11030 11625 r0A5 21A55 

Jun96 11040 11005 11030 »<L55 874 

Jut 96 11020 11400 11440 *H40 5.BI3 

ATOM 1)355 +140 5)0 

Sep 96 11140 11U) 11110 ♦070 3,179 

0096 112JD ♦070 439 

NovM HUD *m 325 

Dec 96 111.10 110J0 11UD ♦H60 5452 

Est. sides NA Wed’s, sate 6122 
Wed's open inf 44,147 up 4Z 

sLvamoyuQ 

suns irwot- C*m nor «w «c 
Apr 96 55U.7 —105 2 

Wav 96 549 J) 540.9 5BJ) -105 56394 

All 96 S7-UI HSfl 557.6 -104 T5JS2 

Sep 96 5770 558J1 5611 -107 11,112 

Dec 94 5800 5600 5693 — 157 7^85 

May 77 5E1J -107 96 

Jul 97 5860 -107 1.178 

Sen 97 591A -107 

EsLsdes NA Wed's. soles 1X20 
Wed'S open W VB70B up 600 

PLATINUM (NMEW 
50 trov p^- tJoflors per mv at 
Asr 96 4)680 41800 410J0 -600 0427 

JU96 417J0 413.3# <1120 -640 10067 

0096 42050 41000 4162< -640 2888 

Jdnte 42286 42280 41980 -640 751 

Apr 97 filJO —640 338 

ESLtate NA Wed'S, setes 9.977 
Wed's open W 24471 up 477 

Ahjpbntnn (Hi# Grade) 

Spot 1642.00 )643'A 1645 1 * 1646W 

Foranjid 167100 167X00 167600 1677.00 

Copper Canadas (Htab Grade) 

Spef 2537'+ »P» 253480 253600 

Forward 252600 252780 252380 252480 

Lead 

Spot 8)1 'A 81 JW 80480 80680 
Forwunj TBffA 788* 7ttTn 788* 

Nidte 

Spot 824580 825580 82980 836080 

Forward 834580 835080 B45080 845580 

Tm 

Spot 638080 639080 6450 M 646080 

Forward MOO -OO 641080 646080 647000 

Zkvc (Spedai High Rrws-j 
Spaf 1066.00 106780 106480 106680 

Forward 1089^ 109080 1087% 1069* 

reati Law Close Osro OpW 

Rnanctel 
UST.BLL5 (CI4ER) 

»i "ten- pk dMOOdcl 
* n« 95JH 9582 958S -082 9JS1 

Sep 96 9487 9480 9484 —083 1371 

Dec 96 94.71 94M 9486 -tL06 174 

est.soies NA. Wtafs. sales 522 
Wed’s open int H337 eft 28 

S YSL TREASURY CCCK7T) 
siaaxMprav.pns.xina, of ioa pci 
Jun96 106-275 106-145 106-1B — 095 187815 
SepM 166-20 10649 106-12 - 075 SJtU 
Dec 96 „ 106-045 - 095 

feasoies H800 Wed's, safes 46845 
Wed's open uv 2QBJS61 UP «22 

10 YR. TREASURY tCBOT) 

UBMBOprpv. cm * iax& M 1»PCI 

Jun 96 108-30 108417 108-13 - 16 263J47 
Sw» 100-11 108-02 108-06 - 16 16.037 
Dec >6 1W-IS — it 1} 

ESL sales 95872 WetfS sabs SUXD 
Wed's open m 267806 eft 140H 

US TREASURY BONOS (CBOO 

l»K3-no(LOOO-P».A EndiCd IDO pet) 

Am 96 111-13 110-12 118-23 - 19 34980 
11B-Z7 109-30 118-07 — 19 16.911 
DjcWllM* 109-16 109-22 - 20 3J51 

J4ar97 109-09 10MB 109-08 - 30 90S 

S&iales 400800 Wetfs-sote 294.9S1 
WerTsepenM 303.926 oft 74482 
LONCOLT OLIFFE) 
ISMOO-KBkfflffllSOflOOpa 
JUM96 184-10 103-26 iSiffl -0-19 112812 

Seo» n.T. N.T. 1034)5 — 8-19 ITS 

EA mm: gJSL Pno Mies: S4.91I 
Piev.OOMlPL: 114846 up 1845 

6EHAVUI COYERIf WENT BUND (1JFFBJ 
DM2SQ800 bball«pa 
JUP« 9SJ S 94.DT — 144T1A775 

SepM 9S80 MOP 9631 —047 4457 

gLMles: 1658B9. pm.Mn 135X0 
Pier, open mt: 219832 ert fc3T0 

18- YEAR FRENCH ODV.B0HDS (MAT1F1 

sgMSS'&s-sa 

Sep » 12 IM 1 »L» 12080-036 


High Low Clare Cbge Opmt 
Dec W 119.12 119JM 119.10-028 
Mar W II98B t!9J0 11P.70-<U4 
Est. wium«141.124. Open W-NA 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT BOND (UFFE) 

Sro» 0n ft8J)6 P ^WA5 -087 49.m 
5ep96 N.T. NT. 10751 —027 2SB 
ESL teen 47811. PTW.sdjs 45803 
Prev. opco UJL- 49J77 off 2847 

EURODOLLARS (CMER) 

51 rnUen-PteollDDper. 

Apr 96 9457D 94840 14860 -30 22.908 

MOV 96 94.5TO 94540 94560 -20 58*0 

JUr 96 94598 MJOO M8» —30 £*W66 

Sep 96 94810 94330 94370 —40 3338ft 

Dec 96 94220 94100 94150 -40 316.991 

Mar 97 94060 93890 93,99 -X 217.186 

Jun97 9X8BB 91740 93JW -*0 186^ 

Sep 97 91760 91450 93880 -W157J31 

EAsates NA Wetfvstees 474822 
Wed's open irt 2JN.9S6 UP 17360 

BRITISH POUMJ (CMEK) 

62800 pounds, t Per pound 
JUlM 182« >8)60 18236 *60 47,982 

Sep 96 18230 18184 18214 * 60 38 

Dec 96 18190 +62 32 

MarW 78140 +■« 4 

Est. sate NA Wed's, sales 18820 
wed's openM 48856 up 2176 

CANADIAN DOUJVR (CMER) 

100800 dollars. S per Ote «r 
JunN JW 7330 7334 —I UJ69 

Sep 96 J347 J336 J335 -1 1J9I 

Dec 96 .7345 7336 J33S — 1 1865 

Mar 97 733} — 1 403 

EsLsoles NA Wed’s. sate 4881 
Wed’s open Irt 37,920 oil 315 

GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

I25JOOO marks, S per mart 
An 96 -6822 8755 8816 +S2 55871 

58P 96 8BS7 8830 8853 + 52 2899 

Dec 96 iM) +52 191 

Mar 97 8925 +52 20 

Ed. sate NA Wtet's.sdes 20837 
Wed's open Irt £7,931 up 3XS 

iAPANBE YEN (CMBt) 

lUmHOon yea S par loo yen 

Jim 96 309530 DOMJtil JD9515 -26 64854 

Sep 9* 809646 809609 809632 + 27 1843 

Dec 96 JB9749 +30 1J52 

Ed. sates NA Wed's, safes 11829 

Wed'S open irt 67.929 all 178 

SWB5 FRANC (CMSt) 

l ZS80D francs, s per (rone 

Jun» 8487 J333S MJt +39 26836 

Sen 96 8560 8516 8S2 -60 513 

Dec 96 8620 +61 504 

Est. sales ha Wed's, sate 11856 

Wed's open int 29J30 up 1336 

3-MONTH STERLING (UFFE) 
csoaoDO-pkirfioopci 

J«l96 9192 9389 9X90 —082 80801 

se»96 93.73 KUS 9388 — OM 50607 

Deg< 713 93J6 9329 —006 SO-JUS 

Mart 7 92.93 9282 9986 — 088 35J6I 

JIM97 9288 92A5 92J0 -0.10 31.796 

Sep97 9229 921b 9220 —0.11 34306 

Dec97 9209 9186 91.99 —012 14666 

Mem 91.92 918« 9185 -012 9,834 

Junes 9183 91.72 91 J5 —0.11 7J10 

5RM 91.77 9184 9186 -0.10 4200 

Dem 9184 9185 91J7 —0.10 B.161 

Mart? 9186 9186 9180 -0.11 904 

ESLSOte* 5&9T2 Pim.saies: 40890 
Pip*, open taL: 330847 off 841 

> MOUTH EU Pa MARK ojpfei 
DM 1 raMoa - rts ni 100 Pd 
JunM 9679 917T 9475 — O02 23IAB 

S*p» 9688 9689 9*84 - 087224522 

0«96 9440 9628 9635 -005 178807 

«w97 9606 95.93 W.01 -i'4 1I4SJ4 

JutTO 9589 9587 9584 —086 41863 

SejrtJ 9587 95.19 9127 -007 79J25 

D+C97 9495 9404 9*51 -RB? 5183* 

MTO8 94t& 9685 9462 - 006 24974 

JUfl9S 9487 9429 9484 —004 19,923 

5 SP* 94JR 9*00 9-107 — 084 14713 

Dec98 9U5 9332 9181 — OJM 12*35 

Mar99 9389 9249 9152 —005 1.713 
Est sales 182279. Piev.SOtex 122409 
Prev. open IbL: 1847*37 off 1843 

2- MONTH PfBOR 

J™ ’M-5 B - 0.03 

65 |S P 

Mar 97 9S25 95,16 95. -S3 — 0JJ5 

p££S 94.73 — 086 

” J486 9489 9481— DJI7 

Mar 9B 9435 94J1 9481 —006 

Esl. volufWK»j45. Open M.: 1 70758 

3- WWTH RUROURA hjffb 
ITLT ntlBon-p»Df 100pa 

Jwrt6 n5? 9Q8D ea8S -MS *1893 

SteM 9080 90.73 9075 —008 207*3 

Dert6 9089 9082 9084 — OJN 1680b 

*»0rt7 908* 9079 9080 —08b 78*8 

Jua97 90*9 9&47 9068 -087 1790 

S*pff «8J «W» 9053 -087 1.75b 

19JS8. Prev.iate: 2L2b3 
Piev.epnlnL: 91815 up 122 


Industrials 
COTTON JINCTW 
SLOW lbs., emi Mr b. 

MOT** fMJ 8380 8186 -002 19821 

-Wia U8D 8*75 8490 -018 12871 

OC196 82.15 SU0 81.97 -03? X81a 

OKM 83.10 79 JJ mt .£L0j JJJfl 

Mnr 97 8685 80JS *075 -OH 

Mav V 81 JO *0.10 194 

Esljate* NA Wed's, sate 9853 
Wed's open mt jwm up 397 


High Low Case Oige Oplnt 

HEATING OLfNMER) 

*2800 pal- cents per art 
Apr 96 65.95 6270 6130 -263 HUM 

May K 58J5 5630 5680 -173 22,701 

Apt 96 5170 5270 5270 -1.18 14,726 

8496 5235 5180 51.90 -073 9,705 

AUB 96 52® 51 JO 5U0 -048 BM 

Sep 96 9275 5215 5245 -453 3.92J- 

Oct 96 5298 BJO SIB -853 1114 

Nov 96 53.15 5200 5115 -4M AIO 

Dec 96 53JQ 53J5 5375 -059 11170 

Jon 97 5480 5375 5175 -080 4840 

est ates NA Wetfs. soles 47876 
Wed's open irt 9M30 UP 4002 

UGHT SWEET CRUDE (NMBU 

IJRObhL-dolkiriPbrbeL 

MOV96 71.83 a.ll 21JJ -AO MJK 

Jun96 7034 1975 19.93 -075 71537 

Jul9A 1981 1981 19.10 -024 46,961 

Aug 96 IMS I OS 1685 -017 30M 

SeP 96 18.47 1433 1034 -0 8 75803 

Dd9i 1025 1013 1011 —0.17 167DI7 

NovM 1013 1777 1013 -0» 1MS1 

Dec 96 1100 17.90 17J7 -Oil 32948 

Jon 97 17.95 I7JB )1S5 21 JW 

Feb 97 17 J? 17.92 1752 -Op 9J12 

Apr 97 17JB3 1782 1782 +004 3J7S 

May 97 1755 1775 7775 +OK 1429 

Jun97 17 J8 1770 17.70 +0.01 13750 

Est. sates NA Wat's, sate 125.995 
Wed's open irt (S.S9 up 920 

NATURAL 6A5 1NMBU 

lOJOOmmbh/m. Spur mm Mu 

May 96 1370 2J00 2342 +3 33466 

jSw 22J® 2200 229 +31 19,20 

Jul96 2710 119 2209 + 29 16413 

Aug 96 119 2H5 2162 +20 14.145 

S»« 2110 MB IW ■*« 12M0 

OdM 2.095 2075 11D +11 94W 

NwM 1140 1135 lira +9 oan 

DecM 2295 2265 23H +4 10437 

Jot 97 2325 2315 13« -1 Jffl 

Feb 97 l» » » -? «« 

Mar 97 1110 2095 1123 2983 

Est. scries HA werff scries 2S4« 

WWs open irt 140607 up 357 


UNLEADBlOASOLfe (NMBU 

rum set- anti ner art 

Apr 96 6050 6445 6435 -137 12353 

Mav 96 64.90 6260 6408 -142 29.305 

JunM 619 623B 6275 -0J3 12166 

jiriM 60.90 6iwo mm -om 093 

Aug 96 509 5020 5040 -CUB 4.991 

SepM 56J0 5645 5030 -056 2J02 

Est. sate NA Wed's, sites 33465 
Wed's open hi 71483 off 17M 

GASOIL (1P El _ 

U A dallare per melnc ton - kits of 100 tans 
Apr AS 1OL50 18730 188.00 -9 JO JAM1 
May 96 174JS 169.75 17140 —6.75 11982 
Jun96 165.00 161 JO 16275 — 5JJ0 9,916 
JirfyW 160J5 157.03 !59iM -225 4W 
Aug 96 15835 155.00 157.75 —250 &4B6 
5ea96 158.00 15BJM 15740 -275 1099 

Od96 159JW I5aa 157. W -2J0 1.1* 
NOV 96 158.75 15BJ0 158.75 -250 704 

Dec 96 159 JO 15*25 159 JO -200 «J8S 
Est. salescl 64)17. Open InL: 60014 up 
1856 


BRENT OIL (IPE) 
UJ. dDriarj per barrel ■ 
May 9b 1941 18.72 
June 96 1225 17.97 
JuiyM 17J6 1 7.39 
Aug 76 17.19 17X17 
SW 96 17JW 16J8 
OOP* 16J5 1AJ» 
Nov 96 1642 1642 
Dec 96 1645 16JQ 

Jan 77 1453 1649 

Feb 97 N.T. N.T. 
Mar 77 N.T. N.T. 

Est sates 4a 226. 


UoarUDDbomk 

1921 -048 62267 
18.11 — 0J5 47JXS8 
1748— ai7 42333 
17.13 -0.11 16,041 
16.92 -009 14167 
1477 —OJX *802 

1645 —047 4141 

16J4 —0.07 11473 

1646 —OM 10.759 

1638 — 03)6 4247 

1632 -0X15 587 

Open int_- 221 ,855 up 


Stack Indexes 

SSPCDMP.MDEX (CMER) 

SOOnindw 

Janeb uue 64&3S 45290 +ijoi8ijno 

Seft 94 44080 655J0 654J0 -025 4J87 

DecM 445J0 44146 6MJ0 -230 2402 

Esl. sate NA Wed's, soles 54337 
KfcersoPWInt llUH oh 1758 


Jam 34820 3*45.0 34820 *Jjt el427 
5reM UT H.7 wu - M 23US 
gtretes; 114M. Pwv. am: 10319 
Pnrv. open InL: KL767 ofl 1,761 

CAC46 CMATIF1 
FFSoOperbidexi 
Apr 963022J»1 9984X0021 J» — 400 
May 9ao24j02001 002024JU - 3 J10 
Jun 962O14JW1199JID015JO — 350 
Sep 961 797JU1 776501 997 JU — 450 
Dec 9ffloo7joi993jjoao»jn — <j» 

E 57. nriMnea*254. fTpetrtnudHwi 


Commodity Indexes 

Obm Prevroin 
141040 141220 

Reotws 2i3Sjn 2133JO 

pJL Future* 149J8 150.92 

CRB 251.18 25242 
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* Terminal Contract 
Despite Low Bid 


Qqdtfto^StffragOfadMi 

HONG KONG — A group led by 
Hutchison Whampoa Ltd. -woo the 
contract to build and operate an $840 
inilHonrivertenniialeveadiougins 
bid was less than half of a rival offer, 
thegovesnment said Thursday. 

The River Trade Terminal Co. 
group offered die government's 
l^aids Department 1.14 billion Hong 
Kong doDars ($147.4 million ) for the 
138 acre. (55.2 hectare) te rminal site. 
That was Car less than a rival offer 
from a consortium called Odelon 
Ltd, which was led by New World 
JnfrastractureUiL, and which offered 
238 billion dollars. 

The government said the bid from 
Odelon, ‘ ‘was found to have failed in 
a number of requirements specified 
in the tender invitation document. ” 

The Tuen Mun River Trade Tesr- 
minalproject has been mired in con- 
troversy as reports in the local press 
in the past week have suggested that 
Odelon would lose the deal even 
t ho ugh its bid was higher. 

The two groups have traded ac- 
cusations - Toe Hutchison Whampoa 
consortium has criticized the New; 
World Development grow for lack- 
ing expertise to deal with me job. 

A spokesman for New World De- 
velopment said that alrtmng h the 
government said Odelon had failed 
to meet tender requirements, it had 
not indicated what these were. 

One criticism levied against the 
fact that River Trade Terminal won 
tiie award is that Hutchison could 
eventually monopolize the Hong 
Kong and Pearl River shipping and 
river port business. 

River Trade is 37-percenr owned 
by Hutchison. Sun Hung Kai Prop- 
erties Ltd. owns 37 percent, Cosco 
Pacific Ltd., 1 1 percent, and Jatdme 
Mafheson Holdings Ltd., 15 percent. 

Hutchison, controlled by the 
Hong Kong billionaire Li Ka-shing, 
handles about 60 percent of the 
cargo loaded in Hong Kong. 

The Tuen Mun River Trade Ter- 
minal, to be finished in 1999, will 
account for about 5 percent of Hong 
Kong’s port trade by 2000, accord- 
ing to the Port Development Board. 
The new port will ke^> small ships 
and barges from crowding Hong 
Kong’s harbor. 

Tbs Odelon group is 35 percent- 
owned by New World Infrastruc- 
ture. Henderson Laud Development 


Co. owns 35 percent. Sun Hung Kai 
Industries 20 percent and Guang- 
zhou Investment Co. 10 percent 

(Bloomberg, Knight-Ridder ) 

■ Hutchison Profit Rises 19% 

Hu tchison Whampoa Ltd. said 
asset sales helped its 1995 net earn- 
ings rise 19 percent, to 937 billion 
Hoag Kong dollars ($124 billion.), 
Bloomberg Business News reported 
from Hong Kong. 

“These are solid earnings," said 
Li Ka-shing, Huchison’s chairman. 

Sales at the Hong Kong conglom- 
erate rose to 35.03 bQlion dollars 
from 30.17 billion dollars. Earnings 
per share rose to 2.65 dollars, from 
2.2.2 dollars. 

The company’s full-year di- 
vidend rose 27 percent, to 1.18 dol- 
lars, from 93 cents a year earlier. 

Hucldson’s managing director, 
Canning Fok, said the company 
would continue to increase the di- 
vidend faster than earnings. 

The company sold its remaining 
132 percent stake in STAR TV, a 
Hong Kong-based satellite televi- 
sion station, to News Corp., record- 
ing an extraordinary gain of about 
756 million dollars. 

Hutchison also sold its 28 permit 
stake in Clnff Resources PLC, a 
British natural-resources company. 

“If it wasn’t for Cluff and Star, 
earnings would have been about 1 
billion dollars less," said Hatim 
Hoosenaily , an analyst at IP. Mor- 
gan Securities Ltd. 

Hutchison is involved in property 
investment, mobile phones and con- 
tainer temvinak, and owns a 35 per- 
cent stake in tire utility Hong Kong 
Electric Holdings Ltd. 

Mr. Li’s investment company, Che- 
ung Kong (Holdings) Ltd, said net 
profit rose 10 percent in 1995, to 11.13 
trillion dollars. Sales fell to 1211 tril- 
lion dollars from 14.84 billion. 

Analysts said both companies 
were poised to cash in on a rebound in 
the Hong Kong housing market. 
Prices have faDen by about a third 
since March 1994 because of rising 
interest rates and government meas- 
ures to curb property speculation. 
Many analysts say the worst is over. 

Brisk bidding at a government 
land auction last week convinced 
many investors that the housing 
market — Cheung Kong’s bread 
and batter — is poised to rebound. 
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Competition Pays 

Foreign Films to Subsidize China Flicks 

Reuters 

BELTING — China's propaganda chief unveiled on Thursday a 
blueprint to revive the local film industry by letting studios share 
revenue from the distribution of foreign films and giving them a 
percentage of box-office take. 

Even though only a limited number of foreign productions have 
been allowed to be distributed in China, the domestic industry has been 
bun by the competition. 

Ding Guangen, head of the Propaganda Department, told a meeting 
of China’s movie 61ite that **we must deepen the reform of film." 

Foreign film-industry specialists say China’s minutely censored 
studios are battling to compete with foreign movies as Beijing gradu- 
ally opens its tightly regulated market to new releases. 

Beijing last year launched a policy that allows distribution of 10 
recently released foreign movies under a box-office sharing agree- 
ment This has been highly lucrative for China film, the sole au- 
thorized importer of foreign movies, but it has come at the expense of 
domestic competitors, foreign industry executives sard. 

Mr. Ding announced that the government would expand a special fund 
for the domestic movie industry. The fund will now get 5 percent of box- 
office sales. That is a substantial increase from the previous 0.05 yuan the 
fund received per ticket. The minimum ticket price is 10 yuan (SI. 20). 

Part of the revenue from imported films would also go to a the fund 
fear China's struggling film makers. 

The government will subsidize “especially meaningful" movies, and 
encourage state entities to invest in the film industry, Mr. Ding said. 

He said Chinese films must portray “the lofty ideals and beliefs and 
excellent working style of the Communist Party." 

“We must cultivate the people's high morals" as well as give 
people entertainment and education, he said. 

China’s censors recently scratched the latest James Bond block- 
buster ‘ ’Goldeneye," and were studying whether to allow in “Apollo 
13,” a film that glorifies die U.S. space industry. 

So far this year, Chinese audiences have been allowed ro see “The 
Bridges of Madison County" with Meryl Streep. Dustin Hoffman’s 
“Outbreak," and Keanu Reeves in “A Walk in the Clouds.’ ' said an 
executive at China Film. 

China last year imported such films as “True lies," “The Lion 
King," and “The Fugitive." Those films set box office records while 
many domestic films gathered dust on shelves of distributors. 

To ensure that some of the profit from distribution of foreign films 
reaches cash-strapped studios, the government is allowing them to 
distribute one foreign blockbuster. 

Changchun Film Studio has won die right to distribute “Wa- 
terworid,’’ which is already widely available on pirated videocas- 
settes. 

However, one film industry official said that Changchun's lack of 
experience could hamper smooth distribution. 

“Changchun is not allowed to contact the foreign filmmaker 
directly.’' said the executive of China Film. “It can only choose one 
film from those we provide each year." 


U.S. -Japan 
Trade Feuds 
Not Resolved 
By Air Deal 

Reuters 

TOKYO — The U.S.-Japanese 
agreement on air cargo transport, 
signed Thursday, clears away one 
trade squabble ahead of President 
Bill Clinton’s stare visit here next 
month — but prospects for progress 
on other disputes remain cloudy. 

Diplomats said the focus of the 
summit is to be the affirmation and 
strengthening of the allies' frayed 
security ties. But some analysts are 
worried that the simmering trade 
feuds could detract from efforts to 
stress the positive. 

Negotiators from the two sides 
signed the “record of discussion" 
on air-cargo service, paving the way 
for a formal pact next month on 
expanding U.S. and Japanese cargo 
carriers’ rights. 

“We reached a terrific agreement, 
and it’s a good day for Japan and the 
United States." a U.S. official said at 
the signing here. “I'd like to say it’s 
a win-win agreement. ’* 

But headway on other spats could 
prove tough. For instance, the two 
sides differ sharply over how to in- 
terpret a 1994 bilateral pact on ac- 
cess to Japan's insurance marfcet. 

W ashing! on has accused Tokyo 
of reneging on a pledge to bar its 
insurers from entering ruche markets 
in which foreign companies have a 
strong foothold until its markets are 
more deregulated Japanese officials 
deny the charge. 

The Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry in Tokyo, mean- 
while, has rejected a U.S. demand for 
talks on Eastman Kodak Co.’s com- 
plaint dial it has been unfairly shut 
out of much of the Japanese market 

Tokyo also refuses to renegotiate 
or continue a 1991 microchips pact 
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Very briefly: 

• Malaysia’s economic growth is unlikely to slow this year to 
the S.3 percent forecast by the central bank, private eco- 
nomists and investors said, leaving them concerned about the 
impact of overheated growth. The economy grew at a rate of 
92 percent in the fourth quarter of 1995 and at annual rates of 
more than 9 percent for eight consecutive years. 

• Parker & Parsley Co., an energy company based in Mid- 
land, Texas, said it was selling its Australian oil -and- gas assets 
for about 5240.3 million. Santos Ltd. said it bought most of 
the company’s minority interests in various projects for about 
$155 million. 

• Japan’s major banks, gearing up to dispose of trillions of 
yen in bad loans, are considering selling preferred stock to 
boost their capital, bankers said. Analysts said the big banks 
were likely to issue preferred shares because they pay higher 
dividends than common stock but do not carry voting rights. 

• NEC Corp., joining a growing list of Japanese companies 
taking advantage of low interest rates and rising stock prices to 
sell convertible bonds, said it would sell 100 billion yen 
($939.4 million) in bonds next month. 

• Reserve Bank of Australia Governor Benue Fraser has 
warned that if wages growth continues to accelerate, the 
central bank will respond by raising interest rates in a bid to 
keep inflation under control. 

• Malaysia’s prime minister, Mahathir bin Mohamad, is 
scheduled to unveil the first Malaysian-French car, a model 
developed by PSA Peugeot Citroen SA and Peras a ha a n 
Otomobil Nasional Bhd., on April 5. 

• South Korea’s consumer prices rose 0.8 percent in March 
from February and AJS percent from the year-earlier month. 
Hie government is aimin g to keep the rate below 4.5 percent in 
1996, down from last year’s 4.7 percent. 

• China will develop its petrochemicals industry to raise 

production of ethylene and aromatic hydrocarbons such as 
benzene, toluene and their derivatives, the Xinhua news 
agency said. Reuters. Bloomberg. AFP, AFX, AP 
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Jardine Matheson Reports Mixed Results 


Caavdedbf Our Staff FnmOapadta 

HONG KONG — Despite an exceptional gain and 
strong results from two elements, Jardine Matheson 
Holdings Ltd. said Thursday that its net profit for 1995 
fell 7 percent from a year earlier. 

The company reported 1995 net profit of $420.0 
million, including the $102.6 million exceptional gain 
mainly from the rale of its institutional finance business 
in Hong Kong. Sales increased 1 1 percent, to $10.64 
billion. 

Chairman Henty Keswick said the earnings reflected 


mixed results from its principal operating companies. 

A write-off of $36 million by Dairy Farms In- 
ternational Holdings and a 30 percent (hop in profit 

by Hongkong Land Holdings Ltd., caused by its share 
of losses from Trafalgar House PLC, held back the 
parent company. 

But Gammon Construction Ltd. and Jardine Schindler 
(Far East) Holdings performed well, Mr. Keswick said. 

Jardine Strategic Holdings Ltd. reported a 15 percent 
decline in net profit, to $337 million, due to lower trading 
activity in Asia. (AFP, AFX. Reuters, Bloomberg ) 


Sony Plans a Multimedia Operating System 


INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFIED 


By Andrew Pollack 

New York Times Service 

TOKYO — In what would 
be an audacious move for a 
Japanese company, Sony 
Corp. is planning to develop a 
new operating system. Such 
operating systems, the fun- 
damental software con- 
trolling computers and some 
other electronic machines, 
have been dominated by U.S. 
companies. 

Company executives said 
Sony did not intend to com- 
pete directly with Microsoft 
Corp. in personal-computer 
operating systems but was 
aiming at the expected market 
for products that combine 
computing with audio, video 
and networking capabilities." 

“We would like to develop 
an operating system that is 
ideally suited for audiovisual 
applications.” Nobuyuki 
Idei. Sony’s president, said 
Wednesday. 


Move to Service 

Continued from Page il 

handling mainframes, 

minicomputers and PCs. 
Nearly all the PC-services 
companies are moving too 

the business from a base in PC 

distribution of some kind. 

AraeriData has taken big 
strides in that direction. In the 
last few years It has acquired 
nearly three dozen smaller re- 
sellers and service compan- 
ies. “This industry is con- 
solidating, and we’ve been a 

catalyst for that consolida- 
tion,'’ said Gerald Pocb. 
AmeriData’s chairman. 

Those acquisitions have 
fueled much of AmeriDaia’s 
striking growth, front 
of million m 1993 to 
nearly SI .6 billion last year. 

qnlf, investors seem some- 
what wary of 

they are of Vanstar. The 
shares of both companies 
have price-io-earoings mul- 
tiples of between 10 and 12. 
By contrast, companies re- 
cognized as services suppu- 
ersTtike Computer Sciences 
Corp., cany pnee^anungs 
multiples twice as bigh. 
“Companies like Amer- 

ipaa and Vansrar are tiymgto 

reinvent *«Md ves J£f 

io a new business modeled 

Bin Kirwm, an 

ir Group. “But I’re not wre 

rtan any of tiiem have really 


Minoru Mono, Sony’s 
chief technology officer, said, 
“As tile PC merges with tra- 
ditional audiovisual products, 
the office-oriented operating 
Systran is not necessarily the 
best one.” The Internet will 
also provide opportunities for 
new operating systems, ex- 
ecutives said. 

Sony is entering the per- 
sonal computer market in tiie 
fall, with help from Intel 
Crap. Its first machines 'mil 
be fairly standard and will use 
Microsoft’s operating sys- 
tem, bat the company hopes 
to introduce more innovative 
machines, with rich audio and 
video capabilities, early next 
year. 

Sony executives did not 
give details of the operating 
system but it appeared that it 
might be based on Apertos, an 
operating system that Sony 
has been developing as a re- 
search project for several 
years. 


Kmfitake Ando, president 
of Sony's information tech- 
nology company, said Sony 
wanted to market Apertos as 
quickly as possible and would 
make an announcement about 
that this year. 

Apertos has a care that re- 
quires very little mem My, 
which makes it suitable for 
consumer electronic devices. 
But other modules, known as 
objects, can be added over a 
network. 

For instance, the baric soft- 
ware needed to reproduce 
high-quality sound can be 
downloaded to a computer or 
a television decoder just 
when the consumer wants to 
receive a broadcast of a con- 
cert. Sony has said Apertos 
would be ideal for vtdeo-on- 
dranand applications. 

But Sony has its work cut 
out for it Microsoft, Apple 
Computer Inc. and others are 
developing operating soft- 
ware far handling audio and 
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AVIS AUX ACTIONNAIRES 


Messieurs Jes actionnaires sort convtxjufis par Je pn&ent avis 1 

L'ASSEMBLEE genebale extraordinaire 
DES ACTIONNAIRES 

quf se tiendra au s£ge social 3 Luxembourg Je 17 avril 1996 3 
16 h 45, avec 1’ordre du jour suivant : 

OKDRE DU JOUR 

1. sountission du rapport du Commissajn? 3 h liquidation ; 

2. d&haige au Conseil rfadnrtniaralion ; 

3. ti&haige au [iquidaieur et au CommissaireS fa liquidation -, 

4. decision de dfiturer la liquidation ; 

5. decision de dfipaser tout solde de liquidation 3 la Caisse de 
Consignation conformfiment a Ja loi, 

Les actkmnaires sont inform^ qu’aucun quorum n’esr requls 
nour cette assembiSe et que les decisions 50 m prises 3 la 
majority simple des actions prfisetrtes ou repr&entees. 
Chaque action a un drat de vote. 

Tout actionnaire peul voter par mandataire. A cette fin, des 
procurations sont disponfcies au sifege social « seront 
£revoy£es aux actionnaires sur demande. 

ARri d’etre valabte, les procurations dOrnern slgn£es par les 
actionnaires devront are envoyfies au s£«e social alto dare 
revues le jour preoSdarK. I'assemWee 3 17 heures au plus tard. 

Las nmpritftaires factions au porteur, dgsinuit partdper 3 
assemblSe, devront deposer leurs actions cinq jours 
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ROTHSCHILD BANQUE, Paris. 
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video. The Java language de- 
veloped by Sun Microsys- 
tems hoc. looks as if it will do 
what Sony hopes its system 
will do over networks. 


We have a few 
suggestions for 
your weekend 
schedule. 


\bur weekends wflj never sound 
the same again. Now you can 
hear National Pubfic Radrd* and 
Public Racfo /ntemational*24 
hours a day on the America One 
dumeL America's quality, 
independent radio c an be heard 
on Astra IB, Charnel 32. JL538 
GHz (VH-V, V-PbL, Audio 
Subcarrier 7J4 MHz. 

America Cteeweefamd schedule 

fall times CETJ 

0500 AU Tilings Considered* 
0630 Marketplace (Sat) 
Soimdprinf fSun) 

0900 PRfr IhaWorUrGatl 
West Coast Live fSunl 
1000 Fresh Air* (Sad 
1100 Monitor Weekend* 

1200 C-Spm Weekty Journal 
(Sat) 

Di a lo gu e tSunJ 
1230 Latino USA* (Sun) 

1300 Weefdy EdUton* (5at/ 
living on Earth* (SunJ 
1400 Weefcand Edftfcm* 

1600 Fresh Air* (Sat) 

lirfmn— n- Iflfl M fl fiailrf n* 

HJTwpo|i nunuwmv 

fSunJ 

1700 Whacfy* Know* (Sad 
Mountain Stage* [Sun} 
1900 Schkfcelo Mbc'fSvO 
Marian McParttand's 
Ptano Jsrz'(Sim) 

2000 Weekend Etfitkwi (Setl 
On the Media (Sun) 
2200 National Proa Chib (Sstj 
W WeMy EdtSoe (Sun) 
2300 AJS Things Considered 
OOOO America & the WarU 

(Set) 

Bridget (Sun) 

0700 Hot Jaxz Saturday Night 

(Sat) 

J ezz: After Hours (Sun) 




AMERICA ONE" 

Now, Sna8y,you can fcten too. 


MaMtaoMadaticcBeeacEWiicja'd in 
anyag Aetna OeerCtiUeySenaia 
+4M919305S1 EHMluBnmaanr# 
plan). faeta(hKbapp«*dnpirtiy 
ntiduna 11 nd fieaacy C ah H . 


IN & AROUND 
PARIS 

and 

REAL ESTATE 
MARKETPLACE 

Appear on (Pape 7 


SUMMER IN 
FRANCE 

and 

HOLIDAYS & TRAVEL 
SECTION 

Appear on Page 9 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Attention visitors 
from the U.S. ! 


H you enjoy reading the I HI 
when you trove], why not 
also get H at home ? 
Same-cfoy delivery available 
in key U5. cities. 

Can Mjjoo 882 2884 

(In NawYcW col 212 752 3190) 
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TAX SERVICES 


ASSET PROTECTION 
IMMIGRATION/ PASSPORTS 
TRADE -FINANCE 
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TRUSTEES LTD 

19 RmI Kami Dae^ka, Meet Man 
T* 01624 62*591 
hne 01624 435126 
leaden T*J171J 222 8866 
Fax: (171) 233 1519. 

E Ma8 No. «nlunQ anten x i»OJM)i 





Save on 
International 
Phone Calls 


Your Office in Genncny 

«*e ere “el yam »viee" 

aComfleie office services at two 
presage aUrasa. 
a Uy equvped offices lor shoe* 
ew a loin tern 

• kilemaiiondiy honed office 
and prcfcsBond tfoff W ye or 

riK pvW 

• Con be I tgedy Mad a yo«r 

co po> de donate fa Germany.’ 
Eutope. 

a Yow bracu operahon ran w 

mi ■ ■ i ti Aafci 

uvihWJ t^r y. 

• Swe 1972 

lores Bwiafi Service* GmbH 

lotcofku an Hrizhcusenpat 
JKStmnnsntEse 22 
60322 Franldurl am Man 
Gemxxw. • 

Tet m 93615-0 
Fra- 169) 59S70 


LEGAL SERVICES 


DIVOKE 1-DAY GKIVED. 

O d/Fta {714J mWS 199)3 Beach 
HvA =315. Huntlnglon Beach, CA. 
92M8U5A 




FINANCIAL SERVICES 


RJNDtNG PROBLEMS ? 

VBrtDBE Capital 

EQCJfTY LOAMS 
BEAL ESTATE 

Long TenaCalaeid 
Sq^xxtnd Gwsortees 
(Convnukm earned erty i*«n Fuafagl 
0 a*oUe aucrantns to state fundng 
ta via* presets arongsd by: 

BANCOR 

OF ASIA 

Fm 163-2] 810-92S4 
Teh (63-2) 8944358 
B( diet's Cbrenancn Assured 



AUTOS TAX 


RIROPE AUTO BROKE 

TdL Haired 31 PP06064494 Fx 



CaH us now raid well 
cafl you right badd 

Tel 1-206-284-8600 
Fax 1-206-282-6666 

Lines open 24 henm. 
Agenb inqumes -lefcomsi 


Rollback 


the worlds mtnr newspaper 


PLANNING TO RUN A CLASSIFIED AD? 

Place your Ad quickly and easily, contact your 
necrest 1HT office or representatryu with your tod. 
You will be informed or the cost immediotely, and 
once payment is made your ad wifi appear within 
48 hours. Al major Great Cards Accepted. 


RANCEMSkPUt). 

TtL: til 41 43 93 85. 

Fax: (1)4! 43 93 70. 

GaoMNY. AUSItiA 8 CBiTBM. 
BJBOei: FtoMn. 

Ti- (069)726755. 
F**cto»)72731Q 

swnzauMfefab, 

TbL (0211738 3021. 
fa* OTTI 7383091. 
UMISmsOOMUndra, 

TtL fOW) 836 4802 
Tote* 262009. 

Foe pi 71] 2402254. 


NORTH AMBBCA 


TeL 0121 757-3890. 
ToISIk [800} 572-7212 
Ftac pi^755-S7SS 

ASUV/PAOFK 

HONSKONGc 

Td: [8521 2922-1188. 
Tths 61)70 HI»L 
Ftsc (852)2922- 1 190. 
SMOAKIE: 

TaL 223 6478. 
fax: [63 2241566 
Tdbc2B749. HT 584. 
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Krabbe Can Sue 


athletics Katrin Krabbe was 
granted die right to sue the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletics Feder- 
ation over a 1993 doping ban. A 
Munich court decided Thursday 
that the German legal system could 
intervene in the decisions of the 
IAAF which banned Krabbe for 
taking clenbuoerol, a banned drug. 
Krabbe, the 1991 world champion 
in 100 meters and 200 meters, ad- 
mitted taking the drug. She is seek- 
ing one million Deutsche marks 
<$675,000) in damages for lost 
earnings. (Reuters) 


Champions Eliminated 


tennis Two former champions 
were picked off in quarter-final ac- 
tion at the $4.1 million Lipton 
Championships at Key Biscayne. 
Florida, Wednesday. Seventh seed 
Jim Courier, who won in 1991 . was 
eliminated by a 15 th- seeded 
Frenchman, Araaud Boetsch, 7-6 
2-6 7-5 . while the fourth seed. Gab- 
riela Sabatini, women's champion 
in 1989, fell to sixth-seeded Amer- 
ican Chanda Rubin 6-3 5-7 6-3. 

(Reuters) 



Colm Bnk}/ Rmcn 


Jim Courier leaping to return 
while losing to Arnaud Boetsch. 


Autograph Seeker Sacked 


A security officer in Dallas has 
been fired for getting an autograph 
from Cowboys wide receiver Mi- 
chael Irvin when he arrived at a 
courthouse to meet prosecutors. 
Irvin signed a piece of paper for 
security officer Vanessa Green as 
he walked past the X-ray and metal 
detector machines she supervised 
on the first floor of the Frank Crow- 
ley Criminal Courts Building. 

After reading an account of the 
incident in the Dallas Morning 
News, officials with Accu-Guard, 
the private security company that 
contracts with Dallas County for 
work at the courthouse, fired her. 

"We sent someone to the 
showers over that,” said Dallas 
County facilities manager Tom 
Means. "She had a job to do, and 
she wasn’t doing her job." (WP) 
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European Hopefuls 
Hit Winning Form 


C<*rp6ctlb}(hirSlsiTFrv** Dnjveria 

Oliver Bierhoff scored twice to give 


Germany a 2-0 victory over Denmark, 
the defending European champion. 


the defending European champion. 
Wednesday in a tune up far the Euro- 
pean Championships in June. 

Bierhoff. playing only his second in- 
ternational, scored in die 44th and 61st 


SocchBoundw 


minutes in the game at Munich. 

Ten of the 16 qualifiers for the Euro- 
pean Championships finals — Euro *96 
— played Wednesday. 

At Wembley, England beat Bulgaria, 
1 -0. Les Ferdinand staked his claim fora 
permanent place with a sharply taken 
goal in the seventh minute. Ferdinand, 
playing in place of injured Alan Shearer, 
also hit the post. 

France beat Belgium. 2-0, in Brussels 
to stretch its unbeaten run to 20 games. 
Philippe Albert of Belgium beaded into 
his own net to give France the lead and 
Sabri Lamouchi scored the second. 

Russia beat Ireland. 2-0, m at Dublin 
with goals by Alexander Mostovoi in 
and Igor Kolivanov. It was Ireland's 


first game since Mick McCarthy took 
over as coach from Jack Charlton. 

Yugoslavia, banned from the’96 
European Championships because of 
UN sanctions, beat Romania, which has 
reached Euro' 96, 1-0, in Belgrade with a 
goal by Dragan Stojkovic. 

SHUN Atletico Madrid stretched its 
lead at the top of the Spanish first division 
to eight points after bearing neighbors 
Rayo Vallecano, 3-0. Leonardo Biagnri 
put Adedco ahead in the 15th minute and 
Milinko Pan tic scored twice. 

Barcelona was held 2-2 at tome by 
Tenerife and was joined in second place 
by Valencia, which beat bottom dub 
Salamanca, 2-0. 

Champions Real Madrid lost, 2-1, at 
home to Racing Santander. The game 
drew just 25,000 people to Real's vast 
Santiago Bemabeu stadium, half the 
dub's previous lowest gale this sear 
son. 

NCTWMJUIBS Ajax Amsterdam 
stretched its lead in the Dutch first di- 
vision to eight points when it beat Go 
Ahead Eagles Deventer, 2-1 , and second- 
place PSV Eindhoven lost away, 3-2, to 
FCTwente. (Reuters, AFP) 
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Paul luce of England kept his eye on the ball despite flying challenges from two Bulgarians. England won 1-0. 


Melting Pot Gives 
Lots of Flavor to 
America’s Pastime 


The Associated Press 

Along with shin guards and an oversized mitt, 
standard equipment fix- catchers should include a 
pocket dictionary of foreign phrases. 


Consider the linguistic plight of Mike Piazza of 
the Los Angeles Dodgers, whose pitching staff 
includes Hideo Nomo of Japan. Chan Ho Park of 
South Korea, two Mexicans and two Dominicans. 

Mound conferences for the Dodgers can get con- 
fusing. In one game last summer, pitching coach 
Dave Wallace became mixed up. 

“I went out to talk to Nomo and I started speaking 
Spanish," he said. "I caught myself and just started 
laughing- He looked at me and started laughing. 
And then he just said. ‘bueno’," 

Wallace greeted his staff in four languages this 
spring, saying “good morning" in English, Span- 
ish, Japanese and Korean. 

With the success of Nomo, the 1995 NL rookie 
of the year, and die arrival of Cuban defectors 
Osvaido Fernandez and Livan Hernandez; the U.S. 
national pastime is broadening its foreign accent 
The recent immigrants are continuing a trend 
that began in (he 1960s when die major leagues 
tapped Latin America for players such as Orlando 
Cepeda. Juan Marichal and Roberto Clemente. 

Bill Rigney, who managed three teams and has 
been in baseball as a player, manager or scout since 
1938, said the imports have improved the game. 


"I think the game got better, it got quicker, 
aere's a Quickness about the Latin players over- 
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jdSJ.M; Mounting 8-19 3-1 3 19: Kortdwoy 
7-16 4-5 19- Rebounds— Las Angeles 41 


(Dtwc IS. Miami 62 (Mourning 15). 
Assists — Los Angeles 20 (Johnson 9}. 
Miami 24 (Hontaway 131. 

Hew York 23 19 22 20-84 

San Antonia 23 16 29 22-90 

N.Y.- Ewing 4-21 8-70 20r Storta 8-79 7-7 
19. 57L EWott 4-15 84 IK Robinson 4-19 8 
10 21 .Rnbwnds— New York S3 (Ewing 131, 
San Antonio 49 (Robinson 13). Assists— 
Hew York 23 (Mrewt 5). San Antonia 24 
(Johnson IT). 

Boston 30 30 39 22-121 

MtomsMo 38 31 30 25-714 

B: Fox 10-21 5-4 26; Wester 7*15 3-3 20. M: 
Garnett 14-21 5-6 3% GugBeflu 8-14 5-4 21; 
Rider 13-21 04 29. Rebounds- Boston SO 
(Ulster 10). Minnesota 51 (fiugflottn 13). 
Asstets— Boston 22 (Wester 9). Minnesota 
90 (Rider 7). 

Houston 31 ZZ 35 28-) M 

Dates 32 22 24 39-117 

H: Mock 7*19 >5 21; Bryont 12-186-930. D: 
Kidd 825 4-5 22 Jackson 9-15 1-1 21. 
Rebounds— Houston 54 (Bryant. ChBeuTt 
it), Daflos 52 (PJones 12). Asthts- 
Houston 18 UmHtt 51. Dallas 29 (KMd 1 1). 
MHwmbao 19 22 26 15-82 

Utah 28 24 21 23-98 

M;RqtjfttsonI2-21543l;IXMgtoI8l74- 
524. U: Benoit 6-6 5-5 2Ct Homacek 812 4-6 
74. Rebomfs— Mhraufcee 43 (Cummings 
10). Utah 47 (Keefe 8). Assists— Milwaukee 
14 (Baker /). Won 25 (Hemocte Stockton 
7). 

Charlotte 21 39 24 19- 95 

SeatNe 35 28 34 35-132 

C: LJohnwn 7-13 3-3 17; Andotson 5-11 3- 
5 1 5. S: Kamp 7 -12 7-1 1 21; Payton 816 1-1 19. 
Rebounds— Ota note 42 (LJahnson 8), 
Seotte 56 (Kemp. EJofmson 11). Assists— 
Otariolte 19 (AndetwnS), Sea«te34 (Payton 
171. 


y- Dehurt 

x-Qdeago 

S i. Uyfe 

Toronto 

Winnipeg 

Dates 


CENTRAL HVTOOM 

W L T Pts 
57 12 5 179 
37 25 12 B6 
31 30 13 75 


30 34 12 72 


y-Cteoradb 42 2 

Calgary 31 3 

Vancouver 29 3 

Anaheim 29 3 

Edmonton 28 3 

Los Angeles 21 3 

SanJase ta 4 

jkS netted division Kite 
x-dlncheU ptoyott spot 


32 37 5 49 
23 37 13 59 

Mancomom 

42 23 to 94 
31 32 11 73 

29 32 IS 73 
29 37 7 45 

28 38 8 64 

21 38 17 59 

18 49 7 43 


HOCKEY 


NHL Standings 


K.Y. Rangers 
PMfodefphfa 
Florida 
Washington 
New Jersey 
Tempo Boy 
N.Y. I Stanton 


ATUUfflC0tVB»N 
W L T Pts 
% 38 21 14 90 

i 38 22 13 89 

38 26 9 85 

35 29 10 80 

34 28 1) 79 

33 29 11 77 

ra 20 45 8 48 


Pittsburgh 
Manned 
Boston 
Hurt tot d 
Buffalo 

Ottowo 


MOftTMSASr OrVtSWN 


44 25 4 
37 29 8 
35 » 9 
30 34 9 
28 38 7 
15 54 4 



Ozzie Smith: Just One More Year 


Cardinals ’ 41 -Year- Old Shortstop Fights for the Right 


By Ira Beikow 

New York Times Service 
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SnaAadeauYneAwaaMBdFtcB 

The Indians’ Kenny Lofton sliding as 
Toronto’s Domingo Cedeno snags a bad toss. 


There's a quickness about the Latin players over- 
all, and their defensive play is at the level we all 
want," said Rigney, an Oakland Athletics special 
assistant “And now, if there's another influx of 
talent — if we can afford it — that will help.” 

The latest wave has been mostly pitchers — 
Nomo from Japan, Park from Korea, and Fernandez, 
Hernandez and Ariel Prieto from Cuba. 

Not all have found major league hitters as easy as 
Nomo, who struck out 236 last season. 

“You have to understand. I’ve never seen hitters 
like this before." said Fernandez, who was 22-0 in 
international play but had a 10.93 ERA after five 
appearances this spring. “You can fool the Cuban or 
Dominican hitters with pilches off the plate. These 
guys wait for their exact pitch. It’s not easy.” 

Teams routinely scout in Japan, Europe and 
Australia. Foreigners, other than superstars such as 
Nomo, tend to be cheaper to sign than American 
bonus babies. 


“You have to have very good scouts or schools in 
these countries to find these guys, because a lot of 
them have become more affcadabk prospects,” said 
Milwaukee general manager Sal Bando. “But what 
you're seeing is the dubs with more money are 
signing players." 

The worldwide reach of major league baseball, 
which has taken longer than the NBA or NHL to 
draw players from beyond North America, has 
intensified this yea n 

• The Padres will host three games against the 
Mets in Monterrey, Mexico, the first regular-season 
games outside the United States or Canada. 

• The Mariners want to open the 1997 season in 
Japan. 

• The Red Sox have discussed a trade with the 
Japanese team in Hiroshima. 

• Players such as Julio Franco and Pete Incayiglia 
are resuming major league careers after playing in 
Japan, following Cecil nelder's example. 

• Four Japanese umpires worked in spring 
training games in Florida, and two AL and two NL 
umpires worked exhibitions in Japan this month. 

Brewers manager Phil Gamer said die end of the 
Cold War also will add to the foreign flavor. 

“1 really think the next major impact will be 
Eastern bloc countries. With baseball as an Olympic 
sport you'll see Czechs and Russians now," tie said. 
“Instead of trying lo guess whether a rookie is from 
east Tennessee or Alabama, you 'Usee guys from all 
over the world." 


S T. PETERSBURG, Florida — In spring 
training, where all the dreams of the okl and 
young seem possible, a cheery sun sparkled 
on this dreamy old ball field here, AI Lang Star 
dium. A Houston batter slapped a sharp ground ball 
up die middle in die second inning of a recent 
exhibition game against the St Lous Cardinals. 
The shaitstop took afew quick steps to his left, then 
dived for the ball, his body and arm stretched full 
length. The ball bounced past his glove and into 
center field. 

“Ozzie Smith would’ve had that ball,” said 
someone in the stands. 

“But that was Ozzie Smith," replied a com- 
panion. 

“No," said die friend, “drat used to be Ozzie 
Smith." 

At 4 1, Ozzie Smith is fighting to ke^) the job of 
starting shortstop for die Cardinals, one that had 
been indisputedly bis for the past 14 years but 
appeared to belong to someone else at the start of 
spring training. Later, after the game. Smith sat in 
front of his locker in a comer of die clubhouse. His 
face appeared somewhat fuller, and there was a 
touch of gray in his sideburns and mustache. In 
uniform, be still appeared small, at 5 feet 10 inches, 
and bone thin. But his arms and chest, when bared, 
are surprisingly well-developed. 

“No matter what I do now," be said, “I will 
always be compared to who I was. I took pride in 
being die best at what I did — some say the best 
ever at my position, but I don’t know, that’s tor 
others to say. All I know is that if I’ve come down 
some, and, look, no one stays the same forever, 
then I think I'm at least as good as anyone else 
around.” 

While this is subjective, to be sure, the Wizard, 
as Smith is often called, was a member of the 
National League All-Star team for 14 straight 
seasons (until last year), and he is objective about 
his current standing with the Cardinals. 

“r know I don't figure in their plans," be said. 
“I'm here just trying to make them have to con- 
sider me.” 

“Ozzie said that? That he knows he doesn’t 
figure in our plans?” said Tony La Russa, the 
Cardinals' new manager. "Well — he’s making us 
take another lock, isn’t he?" 

Over die winter, die Cardinals dealt tbieepitcb- 
ers to the San Francisco Giants tor the Grants* 
regular shortstop. Royce Clayton. The reason, 


which the Cardinal brass made obvious, w3S that 
the great Smith, a career .271 hitter, had come to 
the end of his usefulness and it was time for new 
blood at the position. Clayton, a sweet fielder, with 
a .249 career batting average, is only 26. 

Last season. Smith, suffering a problem wtthhis 
ri ght, err throwing, shoulder that had been troubling 
him fas die last eight years or so, finally had 
arthroscopic surgery. He was no longer able to get 
to balls be once rad, with one of the most acrobatic 
styles this side of Barmina & Bailey. 

“I had (rouble making die deep throw, and 

because of die pain in the shoulder, 1 couldn’t dive 

for balls,” be said. “I can now." 

When asked about the ball that be didn't get in 

the second liming, he said, “It took a bad hop, 
hopped right over my glove." 

‘ But a few innings later he made a remarkable 
backnhaod stab of a ground ball in die hole, and 
threw the runner out. “Thar was a throw I couldn't 
have made before die surgery,” he said. 

He has fielded well and nit well in the spring 
games, while Clayton has struggled. “It’s spring 
training,’ ’ Clayton said. * ‘That’s all. It's just a time 
to get yourself in shape for the seasoa ’ 


S OME WONDER why Smith continues, since 
he already seems to have a lock cm the Hall of 
Fame. Site appears to have no money prob- 


Fame. Smith appears to have no money prob- 
lems, only a desire to go out on a high note. 

“Last year, well, it s not a season you wait to 
remember,” Smith said, “not after all those great 
years." Smith was an essential member of three 
Cardinal teams that played in the World Series. 
Last season, he p layed in only 44 games, and batted 
.199, both career lows. 

"This will probably be my last year,” he said. 
“And I warned my last year to be a good one.” 

Lon Brock, a special coach for spring training, 
and a Cardinal Hall of Earner, understands. 

"I hit .221 when I was 39 years old." he said. “I 
was like Ozzie. I had too much pride to quit after a 
season like than I came back the next season, 1979, 
and had a good year." He batted .304. 

St Louis opens the season Monday against the 
Mets in New YodLClayton, aright-handed batter, is 
hitt i n g -212 with one home run, eight runs batted in, 
four stolen bases and eight errors. Smith, a switch- 
hitter, is batting .260 with no homera, three RBIs, 
five stolen bases and no errors. 

So, who will start the season at shortstop? “It's 
a ticklish situation,” La Russa said. “If the season 
started today, what would Ido? That's the beauty 
of the situation. The season doesn't start today." 
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Bitten 13 11-6 

Hartford 13 18-5 

Pint Pcrto* H-5tantai 38 (Brown. 

Emerson) <pp). 2. B-Moger 12 (Oates. 

Bevroue) (pp). Second Parted: H-Snanahan 
39 (tGluft shkt Krai). & H-Kron 21 
IWkofetta Brown]. S, B-EHk 12 (Bourque). 
6. B-Refcj 19 (Suiter) UA). 7. H-Wesley 8 
(Shanahan. NkoltaMn) (pa). 8 B- SUnnpnl 
T6 (Enk. Bourque) (pel- Third Period: H- 
Sandenon 33 (Shanahan. Wesley) (pp). 1& 
B-STurapel 17(Sfc Bovrqve). Ow n -time— 7 7. 
B-TJweener 7 (Rett SuffM . State oe goat 
B- 11-12-7-2—32. H- 7-10-11-1— 29. (routes; 
B-Ranferd. H*BuriW. 

Hortda MM 

H.Y. Rangers 1 1 1-3 

First Fated; Now Yotft RoWWTte 21 
(Nomciitootf. SkooiI Parted: New Yorfe 
Kurri 18 (LMtcti). TWrd Period; New Yorft 
RoMteBie 22 (Sflowtacn, Xmdev) (pp). 
Shots on goat F- 94-7—25. New York 1 1 -5- 
12—23. Goatee F-VonMesbreuck. New 
Voite Richter. 

PtritodtteMa 1 I 2-4 

Ottawa 2 0 0-2 

First Puffed: O-Ardtfcald 5 (YusMa 

DalUgufeO. Z P-HawercfnA 16 (Led ate 
UMros). 3, Q-, Yasidn 13 tDenha). Secaad 
Period; P-Brffld'AflWir 21 (Foteon). ThW 
Period P-Oeafenflns 7 (Lindas. LeCkdl 
(pp) 4 F-LeCWr 43 (HOMrcIwk. 
Desfensm). Stoats an gate: P- 11-12-13— 36. 
Q- (L86-1& Motes P-H«taS. O-Rh0<feS. 
WtaAfegtao 8 0 8 1-1 

Mootnol 0 0 0 0-8 

rail Period— Nona SnM 
Period-Nano. Tldd Parted— None. 
Owritae— 1, W-Ptwnta U (Benda 
Juneau) (pp). Shots on goat: W- 181818 
S— 44. M- 2-7-83—18. Gtttte W-Cony.M- 
TMtoauu. 

Baffato 2 0 0-2 

Detroit 1 8 »-4 

Rut Parted: B-Ptonte 20 (Boroatofc 
GaBey). 2. BmoWnpr 7 (GaUey, A*H*yl. % 
O-Mctyrty 12 (Ynnnaa Coffey). Secaad 


I ROLL OVER IMGtLLM AND T€LL | 
I COLOMBO rw cowffiuys ? 

I van raerscMor en ivins ^ 

I ^ L0 ' s LoN «sr S/ULW6 race I N m 
I m sHoeresT rime 

HECoMPLCresrHEItoUMj- jfflp 
tw£-ji/o#;ld contest - /, iW; 
DAONTim 26JS0 NAOttCAL UJ^U 
M(L€ MWTMN - iN 120 Mys. 

6 hours and 3? Miwres. 


AroolO.4. E-Clger30 IWfiptit AnwIO (pp)J* 
Los Angeles Tsyptataw 3 (Khttoflctv 
YOctimeneY). Ttdtl Period: LA.-Boocher 7 
(Ybdaaenev. Tsyptalgw). O rer fen Mw ie. 
Shat* m goah LJL- 944-1-22. E- 11-7-7. 
7 — 32. CodteK LA-Dafoa. E-Jasupri. 

Tunwte 4 2 0-6 

Vuu cBi u wt 1 1 8-4 

mt Parted: T-Gtonnwr 27 (Oarte 

Moeoun).2.T-Murphy 11 CSuadta. Gfenaw) 
(pp). 3. V-, Lwnnie 16 (Uodua CourtnatD. 4, 
T-GUmaur 28. 5. T-Vtanfew 7 (Conwy). 
Stand Parte* T-Oorts29 (MurptoftSuidte) 
(pp). 7. V-fiormlng22 (MogBny. Hadkori.8, 
T-, Oark30 (Conwy). Third Pariad-Nane. 
Stools an goat T- 28187-39. V- 818 
11-29. Coates: T-Pwrtn. V-McUan, 

Hindi 


Sparta Retentem Z Roda JC XMrodeS 
Vt7essaAnitwfn8DeG(OQfsehapDaegal 
Fortum S«an) 2. Ubactt 1 
Feyenoard Rotterdam 2, wnem U mbwg a 
Ata Anufentem Z CAE Dvmferl 
VOtandam 2. Grmdngen 1 
n u — I— i N« Awstardwa 69, PSV 
Etedhowtdl, Beye m ad R utW ttf am 47. MAC 
Brodo 43, HeeronnandX VRusa Arnhern4Z 
Strata Rerioritea 42, Redo JC KBtewte4h 
Tsnnte Enschede 3ft Groningen 37, WOom 
II Tlburg 3ft RXC WOoMpi 35, Fortum SB- 
ton! 27, De GaafecMp Doetondieai 2ft Gc 
Ateod Etutes Dewrter 22. Vatandam 21, 
NEC M^negen Ift Utadd 1 7. 


^^art^toN.Y.MMsfaraptaytete 
ffw reflre- 

nwniolJoMOguendftinfielder. 

gETSsSSSStSJ ££4 

s 

Dttwo-JrtaJwd Rob DeeTouDfekter; 


BASEBALL 


Exhibition RmuLTs 


Minnesota 2. ABantal 
La*AngeiHAMflfltnd2 
St Loot 8, PBtstoumh ft lOhmlngs 
Qndnnd& Houston 2 
Kansas arr ft N.Y. Yantaa 3 
Baffinm 8, ILY. IftetsS 
OwetandUTorantaO 
Detroit ft Rarida 4 
Tens 7, Boston 4 

PMtedelpMa 6, CKfeogo White sax 4 
Coteruto4 San FrHKi9a3 
SufflOe 12. Chicago Cabs 3 
Cd6terrto&aoidand3 
San Dfego 1& MHwauteM 0 


Germany ft DennwfcO 
Engtendl.Bulgartao 
ramatftfleJgfuniO 
Pertugall, Greece 0 
Aushtal, SwttznriandO 
ScnBand 1. AnsTraBaO 
RuNte ft Intend o 
Yugoslavia l Romania 0 
Poland ft SbwooiaO 
Sbwr*la4 BetarosQ 
BraZI 8, Ghana 2 


NH1K7HAL BAMETBAU. AUOGWtWI 

•tsssisztss^^ 








btiiWn, 


V; 



p. 




TENNIS 


IWIONM. BtRCfTPlmii Utnut 

ft»i Owens, detonteo 
“wnarw to 2-yaar contract. 

Oammam 

IWMDMlia Swn*. —8 
ttm RMwootf 




1 *# ^ 


SOCCER 




-r :\ 4 : ■■ 


Period; OOemett 30 (Cotter. Fedorw) 
(pp). ft OPmlerov 35 (LMriran, Ranseyl- 
Thtod Ported: D-Ko n s ta nttw 13 (Federal, 
Osgood) (pp). Stools on gorf: B- 11-6-4 — 21- 
D- W9-9—37. Goodes: B-Hasak. D- 

Oajootfi 

Winnipeg 1 1 1-? 

Colorado o 8 t-1 

Fkst Parted: W-Dmtoa IS cnwhoW- 
Second Parted: W-Korohw M (Tkodwte 
Jt jHwy) (pp) . TtoW Period: Cnteroda Soklc 
46 (Sknan, Lemfew). < W-TteKttak 48 
Uonney, Diahs) (pgrad. Sbab M gate W- 


8184—22. Cotenxte 812-13—84. S«ta 
W-KtatoftteroCoterodoiFteet 
CUcaga 8 8 8-8 

Origan 1 8 0-1 

first Period: G-Rebaris 22 tTfeK FfeunO. 
Second Parted— Nona. TWnl P itte d Nona. 
Stools en goah C«1 2-811 — 29.C- 12-12-4—28. 
C ote wrC Oeriw r. e»7teenxri. 

Los AflOMes I 11 W 

EftaortM HI W 

first Pariod: LA.-Pomn 27 (SMMra). 1 
&Montanr 15 (Smyltb SAte). Second 
Ported: E-CskridWSM li (McAmnond, 


mHmmsTHmnM 

AffdeHc BBbao ft Cmposteta 0 

VateKteZSatamancaO 

Broloi«ftTenwBo2 

Betb2,AAeeM3 

Root Madrid 1, Rectos Santander 2 

Rayo VUtearo ft MteHco Madrid 3 

Zorogarol.S<*rtog«?on7 
Merida 3. Sevilla 2 
VrttateadtLEspwryolD 
Dwrtro Corona 2, Cato Vlgpi 

nucMNOii AttaffoD Madrid 72 pobttb 

Brotena 64V0tend o64, EtpanyaiSft (fed 
Btei 5ft Compasfeia 54, lfenerife SI Red 
Mo*«5l, Deporffro Corona 4ft Real So- 
V ** 411 Rndn " Sartmter 
®«>8nw^ » *am ftrtecano 
37, Seen 35. AttHriC BStoao 3ft Soefflna 
g n34.vaa te gdaftAfenenaftTB 
3&Sutarnuwu24. 

, ^wraiWMinMH 
Yensta Enschede ft PSV Eindhoven 2 


upiaRauumannan 

MKKYBOCMrNE.IU. 

uantnunenuu 
«i?SW [“■!!£"■ WchaeUwcte 

U-SjH H‘ Ancwri Boeteeft frvoce, dot 
■rim Courier (7), UX 7-6 (7-3), 86, 7^5. 

wo m m om iTraiW HAito 

fSS^o&Sli&SSS, 

«^ 4 SMftter. Mu s teteaaftRd. 






HXTK ^Hoeian'tUMB 

Hugh®. «ife6 




m 


fttraP^^XSL KU5ta, " nh6 


transitions 


awmcanuaikk 

ffrinOHALLEAQUE ' 
°°U»ABO— Anlgnad John UmKum, 

PCL AS- 

Wterod Ro, Hdbea 

B i52™ E ^2P ,tonw Again. 

SSSSsSars- 


SB3K55« 

^jywMAh -ltenated Mortal Kteuaolft 

P rafa rtcl i i i L XUtT™" 6 


s> ■: ■ -vSVil 


f v w 


1, ' >*f^, V, * 




oSSS!Sm£S ,l ^s ,i ** *** 


V- 


, "^wOA~JVBHtencedtte restorota of 
mn llCn * POOfipn gt proww. 

■ sssssssr****" 

-sB53aa^ B|| “' i !r , 
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SPORTS 



CaBlidiens 

e 



• TkeA&odaledPress 

Vinceat pamphousse has 
helped the' -Montreal. Car 
nacGens wax * lot of games. 
This time, he took respon- 
.sibility foir losing one. ” - ■ 

- Michal Pivonka scored a 
power-play goal 27 seconds, 
■after Damphousse had- been 




ejected in overtime for cross- 
checking Sergei Gonchar in 
the face: That was the only 
■goal in Washington’s 1-0 vic- 
toty Wednesday night 

“As soon as I took ihe pen- 
alty I knew we were in 
trouble,” Damphousse said. 

It was Damphousse’s 
second game-misconduct 
penalty for illegally using his 
stids.Gonchar lost a tooth and 
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cut his lip. 

“I thought Damphousse 
.was veryfree with his stick all 
night” said the Capitals 
; coach. Jim Sboenfeld. 

- Flames I.BiaefchawkaO At 

Calgary, a goal by Gary 
Roberts just 1:05 into the 
game was the difference. The 
puck dribbled past Ed Belfour 
during a skirmish in the 
Chicago crease. 

Roberts didn’t even try to 
suggest that be got his stick on 
die goal 

“It’s a good thing nobody 
saw it” he said. “It was 
preny ugly. It was an ugly 
game.” 

Chicago's coach, Craig 
Hamburg, thought Roberts 
used his hand to direct the 
puck past Belfour. 

Maple Leafs 6, Canucks 2 
Larry Murphy had agoal and 
an assist for die Maple Leafs 
to boost his career points 
mark to 1,001. Only Paul Cof- 
fey, Ray Bourque and Denis 
Potvin have scored more 
points among defensemen. 

Bangs— 3, Parth ui 0 New 
York snapped a nine-game 
winless streak at home as 
goalie Mike Richter, playing 
his best game since coming 
back from a groin injury that 
sidelined him for more than 
two months, made 25 saves. 

Ji na n 4, lautan 2 At 
Kanata, Ontario, Eric Des 
janfins ’ po wer-play goal broke 
a 2-2 tie in the third period.- 

Rad Vftng* 4, Sabm 2 The 
Red Wings rebounded from a 
2-0 deficit at home to beat the 
only team it hadn’t defeated 
this season. 

Bruins 8, Whalers 5 Tim 

Sweeney scored die winner 
with 1:59 left in overtime. 
Sean Burke saved Sweeney's 
first shot Sweeney kicked it to 
iis stick and backhanded a 
shot past Burke’s glove. 

Jata 3, Avalancfw 1 At 
Denver, Nikolai Khabibulin 
stopped 33 of 34 shots and 
Keith Tkachuk scored a goal 
rod had two assists. 

King* 3, often 3 Philippe 
3oucher's goal with 6:17 to go 
gave the visiting Kings a tie. 



En Garde for 2 Starring Guards: 
Duellists Are Both Deadly Shots 


A Kentucky Wildcat Massachusetts Relies 
Is Primed for Revenge On Its ‘Demoralizer’ 


By Malcolm Moran 

Sew York Tines Sen-ice 


Tab Mam. ai .- TV W-nUi-d Ptw. 

Senators’ Sean Hill takes down Flyers' Eric Lindros in a losing effort in Ottawa. 


Riley Is Hooked by Johnson 

Three Losers Remain Locked in Playoff Battle 


The Associated Press 

Miami, Charlotte and Washington remain 
locked in a battle for the eighth playoff spot in 
the East after all three lost 
With a dozen games remaining. Miami and 
Charlotte are tied with 35-34 records and 


NBA Roundup 


Washington is 316 games back with a 32-38 
record. 

u* or* 106 , Heat 96 In Mi ami. Magic John- 
son had 27 points, nine rebounds and nine 
assists in his first game against his former 
coach, Pat Riley, as the Lakers broke Miami’s 
four-game winning streak Wednesday night. 

Los Angeles scored 14 of the game’s final 
20 points after Miami had pulled to 92-89 
with 3V& minutes left 

Johnson twisted his ankle in the first half, 
but shook off concerned trainers and stayed in 
the game. He made all 15 of his free throws, 
capping one of the best performances of his 
comeback with two sky books directly in 
front of Riley as time was running out 

*T think I’d be the last coach that was going 
to get beat by a sky book,” said Rfley, who 
coached the great Laker teams of the 1980s in 
which Johnson played alongside Kareetn Ab- 
dul- Jabbar. 

“I though Kareem retired that thing.” 

Nick Van Exel added 21 points for the 
Lakers, who have won 18 of their last 24 
games. 

Alonzo Mounting scored 19 points for the 
Heat but went only three-of-13 on free 
throws, with many of the misses coining at 
crucial points in the second half. 

Somes 132, Hornet* 95 Seattle tied its 
highest offensive output of the season as Gary 
Payton had a career-high 17 assists and 19 
points and Shawn Kemp had 21 points and 1 1 
rebounds. Dedef Scbrempf scored 18 points 
and Hereey Hawkins 17 in the Sorties' 55th 
victory of the season. 

• Glen Rice. Charlotte’s top scorer at 22_5 
points a game, was limited to 13 points. The 
Hornets looked to put the loss behind them. 

"When you get beat this badly, it makes a 


loss that much easier to get over,” Dell Curry 
said 

Pacom 99, Bullets 93 Reggie Miller scored 
15 of his 35 points in the fourth quarter, 
including 1 1 in the final 3:33. 

"When be started to get hot, I knew it was 
going to be tough for us to pull this one out,” 
Juwan Howard said. 

Rik Smits scored 27 points on 12-for-18 
shooting for the Pacers, who snapped their 
three-game road losing streak. 

“We've been inconsistent the last couple 
of months,” Smits said. “We need to get 
close to our peak for playoff time.” 

Washington has six games left at home and 
six on the road, half against teams with win- 
ning records. 

Spur* 90, Knieks 84 At San Antonio, the 
Spore won their 15th consecutive game on the 
one-month anniversary of their last loss. 

San Antonio trailed, 42-39. at the half as 
David Robinson scored only two points, hit he 
rebounded to lead the Spurs with 21 points, and 
his four free throws in the last 24.1 seconds 
gave San Antonio an 89-82 lead 

Mavericks 117, Rockets 111 Dallas Came 
back from a 16-point deficit in the third 
quarter to end its 1 1-game losing streak. In- 
jury-depleted Houston dropped its sixth in a 
row. 

Jason Kidd had 22 points and 1 1 assists and 
made two clutch free throws with 12.1 
seconds left. Houston had a chance to tie it, 
but Melvin Booker and Sam Mack missed 
three-point attempts in the final seconds. 

4an 98, Bucks 82 The Jazz jumped out to 
an 18-2 lead and coasted to its 18th straight 
home victory. Jeff Horaacek led the Jazz with 
24 points and David Benoit had 20. 

Milwaukee lost its 1 3th straight 

OeKfe* 121, Timberwoives lie At Min- 
neapolis, Dee Brown and David Wesley bit 
five three-pointers in a three-minute span of 
the second half and Boston overcame Kevin 
Garnett’s career-high 33 points. Rick Fox 
scored 26 points to lead the Celtics. 

7tter* 103, Raptor* 94 At Philadelphia, the 
Sixers broke their eight-game losing streak 
behind Clarence Weatherspoon’s 28 points. 


T he imperfection 

was glaring only be- 
cause there were so 
few blemishes. 

In other places, the length 
of the basketball season 
provides players and coaches 
with an opportunity to ex- 
periment, refine and grow. 
Here, even before December, 
the expectation is simple. 
You start with perfection and 
improve from there. 

So when the Kentucky 
Wildcats. carrying the 
highest expectations in the 
nation, were two games into 
the season and already had 
one defeat, Tony Delk's ca- 
reer as a college point guard 
came to a close. 

“It’s not like I can't 
dribble the ball,” Delk said 
with a smile Monday after- 
noon when reminded about 
his former role. 

At first, he politely main- 
tained that those times were 
hard to remember because 
they took place so long ago. 
But the reminder was timely 
because of the sense of closure 
the Wildcats will face this 
weekend. 

Two of the other three 
teams in the national semi- 
final games this Saturday 
night have defeated Ken- 
tucky in its 32-2 season. 

Mississippi State, which 
meets Syracuse in the first 
game, beat the Wildcats in 
the Southeastern Conference 
championship game, ending 
a 27-game winning streak. 

Massachusetts, Kentucky's 
opponent in the semifinal be- 
tween the top-tanked teams in 
the country, beat the Wildcats 
oo Nov. 28 in the game that 
led Coach Rick Pilino to alter 
his team’s structure. 

Delk, a senior who had 
grown into an outstanding 
shooting guard and defender, 
ran the Wildcats during atour 
of Italy last summer. Pitino's 
idea was to combine the tal- 
ents of his five best players 
and see how the group 
evolved. 

He considers Delk a future 
National Basketball Associ- 
ation point guard, so the move 
seemed capable of serving 
both Delk aid the group. 

But with so little time to 
improve upon obvious prob- 
lems. the change ended be- 
fore it had a chance to begin. 

Delk developed foul prob- 
lems in the opening game 
against Maryland, with three 
assists and two turnovers in 
17 minutes of an inconclus- 
ive debut at the position. 

Four nights later against 
Massachusetts, with its new 


starting backcourt combina- 
tion of Edgar Padilla and 
Carraelo Travieso. Kentucky 
began slowly for the second 
consecutive game, one that 
became a defeat. 

Delk fouled out after earn- 
ing one assist, with three 
turnovers, in 33 minutes. He 
scored 21 points in each of 
the first two games, bur the 
other guard position had be- 
come Jess productive. 

The time had come for 
Delk to move back. 

“It was the obvious move 
to make after Massachu- 
setts.” Pitino said. 

The coach told Delk at the 
time that he wanted to move 
Anthony Epps, a junior, to the 
point, and develop Wayne 
T umer. a freshman, at the po- 
sition. “Which was perfectly 
fine with me,” Delk said. 

“At that time, we were 
playing a lot of people.” he 
said. "I really just couldn't 
get a feel for the position." 

Delk became Kentucky's 
leading scorer with a 173- 
point average, and the Wild- 
cats established a school re- 
coni with 741 assists, 76 
more than the 1993 Final 
Four team. Kentucky earned 
assists on 65 percent of its 
1.142 field goals this season, 

A theme of Kentucky's 
season has been the sublim- 
ation of young egos in what 
once seemed an over- 
crowded collection of high 
school stars. Their success 
has driven tire expectations 
even higher. 

“Look — we’re tire fa- 
vorite, obviously," Pitino 
said. “I don’t know where 
these things come out, who 
makes people favorites. I 
less it comes out of Las 

egas. I think they’ve been 
in Margaritaville too long. 
Because two of the three 
teams in this Final Four beat 
us. I can’t speak for Syra- 
cuse. But you definitely have 
to make Mississippi State 
and UMass big favorites." 

During Pitino's seven sea- 
sons at Kentucky, the Wildcats 
have a record of 13-0 when 
Earing teams tihat had defeated 
them earlier in the season. Now 
they can improve dial to 15-0. 


By Timothy W. Smith 

New York Times Senice 


against the Hoy as. shooting 6 
of 13 fr 


E very basket- 

ball team that wants 
to be successful needs 
a player like Carmelo Trav- 
ieso. Meei the Demoralizer. 

Just when an opponent 
gets within striking distance, 
or the University of Mas- 
sachusetts needs a rally, 
Travieso launches a three- 
pointer that glides softly 
through the neu 

Kentucky, which the 
Minutemen will play in the 
Final Four semi-finals on Sat- 
urday at the Meadowlands. 
will nave to keep a close eye 
on Travieso, because he can 
do a lot of damage — both 
offensively and defensively. 
Just ask Georgetown. 
Travieso kept the Hoyas' 
guard Allen Iverson in check. 


of 13 from three-point range. 

w. He 


That was nothing new. 
broke a school record for 
three-pointers by making 8 of 
11 attempts against Temple 
on Feb. 11. 

Travieso has hit 102 of 254 
attempts from three-point 
range this season, both a 
UMass record and an Atlantic 
10 record. In the post-season 
he has hit 29 of 70 attempts 
(41 percent) from long range. 


He joins with point guard 

foi 


limiting him to 6points in the 
id I 


% 


second half.. And when the 
Hoyas tried to make a move. 
Travieso was there nailing a 
three-pointer to keep them at 
bay. 

“The three-point play is a 
weapon for us,” said UMass 
Coach John Calipari. “But 
it’s not the weapon we try to 
kill you with.” 

No, they just like to use it 
to slice an opponent up a 
little. Travieso, the Minute- 
men's best pure shooter, is a 
skilled surgeon. 

With 11 minutes 19 
seconds to play in the first 
half of the East Region final 
against Georgetown last 
week, UMass held a 14-13 
lead over tire Hoyas. After a 
timeout, Travieso hit consec- 
utive three-pointers within a 
span of 33 seconds. Five 
minutes later, he hit another 
three-pointer and the lead 
was 31-17. 


The Hoyas fought back 
lead to 4 


and trimmed the 
points by the half, but UMass 
center Marcus Camby scored 
8 points to ignite a 12-2 run at 
the start of the second half 
and Travieso hit a three- 
pointer that punctuated it 
The run gave the Minutemen 
a lead that would hold up for 
the rest of the game. 

Travieso scored 20 points 


Edgar Padilla to form one of 
the most potent backcourt 
tandems in college basket- 
ball today. Both are origin- 
ally from Puerto Rico. Both 
were bom on the same day 
(May 9. 1 975). Both play fly- 
paper defense. And both can 
control the flow of a game. 

But it is Travieso whom 
opponents are screaming 
about when they yell “Shoot- 
er!” 

Travieso is so dangerous 
because he doesn't need a 
screen to get his shot off. He 
can shot off the dribble and 
he elevates well enough to 
get his shot over defenders. 
He shoots the three-pointer 
off the fast break or after it 
has been kicked in to Camby 
and comes back oul 

It wasn't always like that. 
For two years at UMass. that 
gleaming jump shot was kept 
under wraps. because 
Travieso couldn't make it off 
die bench. 

“When he came here he 
could shoot it.” Calipari said. 
“But he just wasn't mentally 
or physically tough enough to 
get on the floor to shoot it. 
You have to be one rough 
hombre to get on the floor 
here. Now, he's our there and 
he's shooting with confid- 
ence. He's ihe best perimeter 
defender here now.” 

Travieso. who grew up near 
Boston in Dorchester . didn't 
want to sit on die bench. That 
feeling became overpowering 
his sophomore season. 

"It was the middle of last 
year.” he said- "I wasn't 
playing, so I started to go to 
the weight room and Idling 


with the other players who 
.Then, to 
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weren ’t playing. Then, toward 
the end of the year I began 
playing better in practice.” 

That caught Calipari’s at- 
tention, who needed someone 
to pick up some of the slack 
when he suspended the start- 
ing guard Mike Williams. 

Now. Calipari doesn't 
know what he would do 
without Travieso. And die 
guard is heating up. He av- 
eraged 12.4 points a game in 
the*regular season but has in- 
creased that to 17.2 in die 
post-season. 
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Scholarly Surprises 


By Russell Baker 


N EW YORK — A British 
scholar says Marco Polo 
never got ro China. He may 
have made ii io Con- 
stantinople, she says, but he 
probably _ invented the tale 
about the'rest of the trip. 

This is another example of 
how everything you learned 
as a kid eventually turns out to 
be wrong. It was only a few 
days ago, for instance, that we 
learned Pluto may not be a 
planet. What next? 

Here are some of the other 
surprises scholars hope to 
spring in the next few 
months: 

1 . George Washington 
really did chop down the 
cherry tree. The story is not a 
myth, no matter what your 
history teacher told you. 

Recent advances in atomic 
analysis of ancient metal have 
led to identification of cherry- 
tree sap on the blade of a little 
hatchet found in 1923 on the 
site of the Washington fam- 
ily's orchard. All that remains 
to be proved is that this is the 
same little hatchet referred to 
in the famous verse which 
quotes the boy George Wash- 
ington: 

/ 1 lid it with my little hatchet, 
l did it with my little hatchet. 
I will not lie. 

Oh no. not I . 

Not even if l catch it. 

2. So you think Charles 
Lindbergh was the first man 
to fly nonstop all the way to 
Paris, eh? Don't feel 
ashamed. We all did once. 
That's whar they taught us. 

Nobody ever told us that 
maybe Lindbergh had an 
identical twin — either Mar- 
cus Lindbergh or Morton 
Lindbergh. I The handwriting 
on his birth certificate is at- 
rocious. I As identical twins, 
one of the Lindbergh boys 


could have established him- 
self in France before the other 
took off from New York. 

Cunning, isn't it? One 
Lindbergh flies from New 
York to Cape Cod. maybe 
goes fishing. Next day Lind- 
bergh Number Two takes off 
from, say, Calais, then flies 
over Ireland and England be- 
fore landing in Paris. 

Scholars wonder why this 
explanation for the Lindbergh 
flight didn't interest the me- 
dia in 1928 when the Marcus/ 
Morton birth certificate was 
discovered in the Alabama 
Bureau of Vital Statistics. 

One guess is that the media 
didn’t want to hurt Herbert 
Hoover's presidential cam- 
paign. Lindbergh had en- 
dorsed Hoover, and Hoover’s 
theme song — “If He's Good 
Enough for Lindy He's Good 
Enough for Me" — con- 
tained the lyric: 

Charles Lindbergh flew the 

ocean. 

All the way to France. 

Most of the way 
By the seat of his pants. 

" IF there had been two Lind- 
berghs and neither had flown 
all the way to France. Hoover 
might have been defeated by 
public revulsion against his 
use of misleading campaign 
music, if so. he would not 
have been able to cause the 
Depression. Thus is the 
course of history changed by 
refusal to rewrite it while it is 
still fresh. 

3. Among other surprises 
that scholars hope to bring us 
in the next year or two are: 

a. While it's true that the 
earth is sometimes round, it is 
constantly changing, some- 
times assuming the shape of a 
double cheeseburger on an 
oversized roll, other times 
looking like a sausage 
wrapped in a pancake. 

b. The grass really is green- 
er on the other side. 

New York Times Service 


The Anarchic Streak of a Proper Playwright 


By David Richards 

Washington Pest Service 

N EW YORK — "The biggest 
misconception about me? Oh. 
dear. Let me think.” Tina Howe, 
generally thought to be the patri- 
cian among today's female play- 
wrights. ponders the question. Fur- 
rows of angst crease her brow, and 
her baby-blue eyes trouble over. 

“How would you say it? That I 
am a lady. Yes. people think I'm a 
lady, and I'm really a naughty 
child. Figuratively speaking. I en- 
joy playing the harpsichord. But I 
also like to play the tuba, bang the 
drums and toot the kazoo." 

You can see how a misunder- 
standing might arise. Howe’s best- 
known plays, “Painting Churches” 
(1983) and “Coastal Disturbances” 
( 1986). are wry examinations of the 
crumbling, upper-crusty world of 
the New England WASP. Her fam- 
ily tree has deep roots in Massachu- 
setts sod. And Howe herself — 
brainy, well mannered, quick to de- 
flect a compliment with humor — 
hasn't entirely shed her emotional 
heritage, although not for want of 
crying. 

“Being a New Englander, I'm 
deep into self-deprecation.” she 
notes tartly. "True New Eng- 
landers feel they’re impostors. 
That ’s part of the baggage. ’ ’ 

There is another side, however, 
to the 5 8 -year-old playwright — an 
unruly, anarchic streak that has 
manifested itself in her writing 
from the start. Consider “Birth and 
After Birth,” the zestfully absurd- 
ist comedy about the joys and ter- 
rors of motherhood that is preview- 
ing at the Woolly Mammoth 
Theatre in Washington. Howe 
wrote it in the early '70s. couldn’t 
get it put on for years, and then, 
when radical feminists started 
championing it. decided she didn't 
want it performed after all. Only 
this year did she relent allowing 
the Woolly Mammoth and the 
Wilma Theatre in Philadelphia to 
mount separate productions. 

On the surface, it is the account 
of a birthday party run amok, in 


which Nicky, the 4-year-old birth- 
day boy. is portrayed by a grown 
actor. The only other characters are 
Nicky's proud parents and two 
guests, a childless married couple, 
who study arcane tribal customs. 
Filled with loopy dialogue and 
deep-set anxieties, the play offers 
yet another view of the eternally 
maladjusted American family. 

For Howe, "Birth and After 
Birth” was the logical sequel to her 
fust professionally produced play. 
"The Nest” (1969), which ex- 
amined the rituals of courtship and 
climaxed with one of the female 
characters whipping off her clothes 
and jumping nude mto a nine-foot- 
high wedding cake. "It was kind of 
fabulous — whar I thought theater 
should be,” Howe remembers. 
"But Give Barnes called it one of 
the 10 worst plays he'd seen in his 
life. 

"I never learn,” she continues. 
“Because I had written about 
courtship in ‘The Nest,’ my next 
impulse was to write about fertility 
and childbearing. After I got mar- 
ried. we didn't bave kids for five 
years. And I was attacked by all 
these mommies who said you're 
nor a woman until you have a child. 
I found that a hideous tyranny. But 
I also thought it was a wonderful 
idea: a play about how women 
compete over their fertility." 

She labored three years on the 
script. The finished product, 
however, met with rejection 
wherever it was submitted. “My 
agent started to despair. Time 
passed,” she says. “Then about 
two years later my husband ran into 
him on the street and said. 'So 
what’s happening with “Birth and 
After Birth”?' My agent said. ‘Oh. 
don’t you know? I don't represent 
Tina anymore.’ He’d fired me! He 
just hadn't bothered to tell me.” 

Recounted with flourish, the an- 
ecdote makes for a typical Tina 
Howe story. She likes to present 
herself as a gangly misfit, coping as 
best she can with the capriciousness 
of critics and the vagaries of life. 

Her intelligence is seductive, but 
she seems leery of flaunting it. 



C«i 9WJ» Braun farTbe *4»h 

Tina Howe, “a New Englander, deep into self-deprecation.* 


Howe's husband, writer-teacher 
Norman Levy, says she thinks of 
herself as “the Rodney Danger- 
field of playwrights" and revels in 
slights and snubs. 

The early rejection of “Birth and 
After Birth" definitely taught her a 
lesson. “I realized drat I bad to 
change my tack as a writer if I 
wanted to survive in the theater,” 
she says. “I've always been caught 
in this weird time warp. My roots 
are so linked with the absurdists. 
I’m an anomaly, this person who 
likes to turn things upside down and 
play with form. That isn’t the tra- 
dition in this country. Joe Papp used 
to call Wallace Shawn and me his 
hunchback writers, because he nev- 
er knew quite what to do with us. 
We wrote these quirky interesting 
pieces titat got mixed reviews. For 
the longest time I was kind of a cult, 
if I can even call myself that." 


The self-deprecation kicks in. 
* ‘Actually, I was a struggling play- 
wright who bad, like, three fans. 
But they came to see everything I 
wrote!" 

What saved Tina Howe’s career 
from oblivion in an unmarked grave, 
she says, was a calculated decision 
on her part in 1973. “I looked 
around to see what was succeeding. 
It was things like ’Seascape,’ ‘A 
Chorus Line,' The Changing 
Room.’ I realized they were all es- 
cape plays, set in exotic locations — 
like a beach, a locker room, an 
empty theater. Audiences seemed to 
want to move into unlikely territory. 
They certainly didn’t want my stud- 
ies of female anxiety. 

"So I thought, ‘Why not a mu- 
seum?' If I could show that a mu- 
seum is really like a small theater 
— and vice versa — and then blur 
those lines, it might make an el- 


egant entertainment" Tl« nsuft. 

“Museum” 11976), boasted no 
fewer than 44 characters, cornmg 
and going in a gatier? and "con- 
sumlgm-ltledtoecilywter 
next play, "The Art of Dining 
(1979), which was about * consum- 
ing food" instead. . 

A joint effort of the Kennedy 
Center and the New York ftiblic 
Theatre, it took place in a trendy 
gourmet restaurant. Real dishes 
were prepared and served onst&p, 
filling the theater with savory odors 

a colorful touch that backfired 

during previews when a crepe sp- 
zette flamed out of control and 
badly burned actress Dianne Wiest, 
putting her in the hospital. 

But Howe wasn't really granted 
full respect as a playwright until 
“ Paintin g Churches," the stray of 
a successful young painter who re- 
turns to Boston to help her aging 
parents [die Churches] move out Of 
their Beacon Hill town house. Crit- 
ics welcomed ii for its bittersweet 
tone, its wit and the understanding 
it extended to two generations try- 
ing to come to terms with each 
other. 

"I suppose it came closest to ray 
own biography," Howe says now. 
“That's me, doing things back- 
wards; most playwrights start out 
by writing about their parents, i 
remember thinking, ‘Who’s going 
to care?’ I mean, Fanny and Gard- 
ner Church! These two gaga Bo- 
stonians, living in a dying world. 
It’s so . . . special. ButI found that if 
you’re honest ami you really do 
explore the specificity of your ima- 
gination, you bring in every- 
body." 

“I’ve never expected much 
fame or glory." Howe says. "The 
nice thing about theater is that we 
gel to explore and decorate our 
fantasies. The power we have! I 
can’t think of anything that comes 
close. All E want is the same license 
that Sam Shepard, David Mamet 
and Edward A1 bee have to go to the 
dark side. 1 would like to be al- 
lowed to show the pain and the 
neuroses involved in being a wo- 
man in the '90s." 
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Forecast lor Saturday through Monday, as provided by Accu Weather. Asia 
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Much at the weekend will Dry waather will hold 
06 dry from Boston to through the weekend in 
Washington. DC., but London and Pans, but it 
soma rain is likely lata will probably mm damp 
Sunday into Monday, early next week. Madrid 
Chicago and Toronto will and Lisbon will be mainly 
have rain over the week- dry. bai Fame may have 
end. men * win turn brnerty some showers. Athens wil 
cold early nexi week. Rain have some rain. Amster- 
witl spread south along the dam and Benin will be 
Wes) Cgasi to northern rather chilly with a lew 
CaMo/nm showers. 
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Rail wtU dampen Tokyo at 
limes over fha weekend, 
then Monday wlH be cool 
and breezy. Mainly dry 
weather is expected In 
Seoul and Bailing, but it 
will be brisk and colder. 
Shanghai will have some 
rain on Saturday. Hong 
hong will be warm and 
muggy with a shower on 
occasion. 
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C HAOS is not unknown at 
the Rome Opera, and the 
latest casualty is a staging by 
Sir Peter Hall of Beeth- 
oven's “Fidelio,” a joinr pro- 
duction with London's Royal 
Opera that was to have 
opened on April 16. The 
Rome Opera’s artistic direc- 
tor. Vincenzo de Vivo, said 
Thursday it was a question of 
the sets not fitting the stage, 
but Hall called it an “in- 
house political dispute" and 
left Rome after a strike 
delayed the start of rehears- 
als. De Vivo said the bouse 
would go forward with per- 
formances anyway. “We are 
trying to put together a Rome 
production while at the same 
time discussing with Peter 
Hall the conditions of a post- 
ponement." he said. In a 
statement issued by his Lon- 
don office. Hall said that the 
opera’s objections to the sets 
were "baffling" because all 
parties had agreed on them. 

□ 

The Hollywood company 
that produced “Diabolique" 
says it has settled a dispute 
with the widow of the director 
who made the original ver- 
sion. Ines Ckrnzot had 
threatened to sue Morgan 
Creek for failing to buy the 
rights to the 1955 thriller 
“Les Diaboliques,” directed 
by Henri-Georges Ckmzot. 
Her cause got a hand from 
Sharon Stone, a star in the 
remake, who said she was 
"ashamed" to be involved 
with the production because 
of the shabby way in which 
Clouzot was apparently 
treated. A company spokes- 
woman said it had reached an 
agreement, but declined com- 
ment on a French report that it 
had paid Clouzot si 50,000. 
Morgan Creek had reportedly 
said "its movie was based on 
the book that inspired “Les 
Diaboliques" and had a dif- 
ferent ending to the Clouzot 
movie, but both the book and 
the movie are mentioned in 



LONG RUN — Prince Edward met Deborah Spellman, left, and Dawn Buckland 
of the “Starlight Express* 9 cast after the London hit’s 5,000th performance. 


the credits. The remake, dir- 
ected by Jeremiah Cbechik 
and also starring Isabelle Ad- 
jani and Chazz Palnunteri, 
was panned by U.S. critics 
and grossed a piddling $5.52 
million in its first weekend 
after opening. 

□ 

Andrew Young, the 
former mayor of Atlanta and 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, who is a co-chairman of 
the Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games, has gone to 
South Africa to be married to 
a longtime friend, Carolyn 
Watson, an Atlanta school- 
teacher, with Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu officiating. 

□ 

Pacific Power sent a $50 
check to 11 -year-old Audra 
Gordon in Corvallis, Ore- 
gon, to replace the savings 
seized by a collection agency 
from her bank account to help 
pay her mother’s electricity 
bill. The utility also told the 
agency to stop hying to col- 


lect Suzanne Gordon's past- 
due bilL Hie balance of 
$126.27 win remain on Gor- 
don’s account, but the utility . 
has no plans to press the mat- 
ter. The girl’s mother, a re- 
gistered nurse, got into debt 
after being injured on the job. 
“It made me feel really well 
to know that somebody else 
really cared about this,*’ 
Audra. said after getting the 
hand-delivered check. She 
had saved the $50 from 
babysitting, but since her 
mother had to co-sign with 
her to open the account, the 
collection agency was able to 
seize her money while going 
after her mother’s. 


Dirty Harry won another 
round in his legal figftt with the 
National Enquirer over what 
he said was a bogus interview. 
A federal judge in Los Angeles 
awarded Cunt Eastwood 
more than $650,000 in attor- 
neys’ fees. The actor said the 
tabloid's “exclusive inter- 
view" never happened.. The 


stray ran in December 1993 
under the headline “Dirty 
Hairy Lifts die Lid on His 
Private Life.” In October, a 
jury ordered the tabloid to pay 
Eastwood $150,000, His law- 
yer had sought $850,464 for 
19 months on die case. 

□ 

The King may (or may not) 
be gone, but the building 
where Elvis Presley got his 
first military haircut still 
stands, and Hvis fans want to 
keep it that way. Parts of Fort 
Chaffee, in Arkansas, are 
slated for demolition, includ- 
ing Building 133 — where 
Elvis got his haircut 38 years 
ago. Jan Honeycutt, along 
with her students at Beard Ele- 
mentary School in Fort Smith, 
hopes to buy the building with 
profits from a video yearbook 
drey are doing. “January is 
special because of his birth- 
day, ’’she said. “In August we 
remember his death and March 
he got his haircut. Tourists will 
want to at in the chair where 
he got his hair cut.” 
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Bigger Is Better in Ski Industry 

Say Farewell to Small, Family-Owned Resorts 


By Sally Johnson 

A lew York Times Sr mn* 

WARREN, Vermont — Leslie 
B. Onen began his ski career 
schussing the slopes of New York 
State's Carskill Mountains aboard 
army-surplus skis. Outfitted in 
galoshes and three pairs of cor- 
duroy pants, he reveled in die thrill 
of the sport — and in the status he 
achieved among his second-grade 
classmates when he showed up on 
Mondays with windbum. 

In February, Mr. Onen again set 
himself apart from the crowd when 
he made a bold deal to buy S-K-I 
Ltd., a publicly traded operating 
company twice the size of his 
privately held LBO Resort Enter- 
prises. If completed, the deal would 
create the largest sld operating 
company in North America, 

Mr. Otten. 46, is thus at the 
forefront of a trend toward con- 
solidation in the SI J billion-a-year 
ski industry that has been evident in 
the past three years. The trend is 
transforming skiing from a sport 
loaded with independent, often 
family-held resorts, into one of big- 
money corporate ownership. 

Reflecting that corporate mind- 


set. Mr. Often said the task at hand 
for his new business, to be called 
American Skiing Co., is not to lure 
skiers from other areas but to ex- 
pand the market, which has held 
flat at about 1C million people na- 
tionwide for several years. 

“We look an industrywide sur- 
vey in the early 1990s," he said 
recently. "What it showed us was a 
potential skier market of 35 million 
people, defined as people who are 
outdoor enthusiasts with disposable 
income but not currently skiers." 

American Skiing, which is to be 
financed byFleet Financial Group, 
and Bank of Boston, will be the 
hemisphere’s largest in the sport 
— based on annual skier visits, 
which are projected to reach 3.5 
million by the end of this season. 

Under its umbrella would be 
seven resons: S-K-I now owns Kil- 
lington and Mount Snow/Haystack 
in Vermont. WaterviUe Valley in 
New Hampshire, and Sugorloaf/ 
USA in Maine. LBO owns Sug- 
arbush in Vermont. Auitash Bear 
Peak Cranmore in New- Hampshire 
and Sunday River in Maine. 

On the Nasdaq, S-K-I's shares, 
which had been trading around S 14. 
recently shot up to $17 on word of 


the deal, and they were trading at 
$16.75 late Monday. 

Mr. Otten is by no means the 
only one building a skiing empire. 
In recent years Jntrawesi Corp. of 
Vancouver and Ralcorp have ac- 
quired a number of resorts. 

The trend has been driven by the 
need for capital. "The skiing pub- 
lic demands certain amenities: 
good snow, groomed trails, com- 
fortable accommodations." said 
Kenneth Hantmerle. vice presid- 
ent for finance at Sno. Engineer- 
ing. a consulting firm for the 
mountain-resort industry. "That’s 
ail very capital intensive." 

Indeed, during the sport’s boom 
years in the 1960s and ’70s. skiing 
was mainly just such a service: put 
in a lift and let the skiers come. 

The pioneers of those early years. 
Greg Berry, ediior of Ski Industry 
Letter said, "were entrepreneurs, 
men who did things intuitively, be- 
cause they had a vision." 

“Of course it’s true." he contin- 
ued. "dial many of them went bank- 
rupt. As you’d expect corporate own- 
ers tend io he mud? more calculating. 
I think Les will succeed because he 
has both. He has a vision and he can 
make the numbers work.” 


France Cuts ’96 Growth Projection 
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Thinking Ahead /Commentary 


By IVlax Berley 

Special to the Herald Trihtme 

PARIS — Acknowledging what 
many economists have been saying 
for months, France on Monday 
sharply revised downward its of- 
ficial growth projections for 1996. 

The announcement raised expect- 
ations that the government would 
have to find 30 billion to 40 billion 
francs is spending cuts this year to 
meet the budget deficit criteria for 
membership in the European Mon- 
etary Union. 

The French finance minuter. Jean 
Arthurs, said he expected gross do- 
mestic product to grow by only 1.3 
percent, down sharply fronvfhe 2.8 
percent growth • projecsktaj which 


had been used to calculate the gov- 
ernment’s 1996 budget. 

A Paris-based economist at a 
state-owned bank, who asked not to 
be named, said: "This is the year the 
difficult decisions are going to have 
to be made. 

• The analyst added that sharp cuts 
in social spending could set off the 
same kind of social unrest that para- 
lyzed France at die end of last year, 
when public-sector workers brought 
the country to a stand still with a 
five-week strike. 

Mr. Arthuis said that after a slug- 
gish first half in 1996 the economy 
should begin growing again in the 
second half, adding that he expected 
growth to reach 2.8 percent in 1997. 
«• Economists said ..they were not 


Don’t Blame Europe’s Ills on the Euro 


Philips Pressured 
As Consumers 
Shun Electronics 


By Reginald Dale 

Imenvuioiml Herald Tribune 


W ASHINGTON — Is 
Europe’s plan for a single 
currency a giant deflation 
machine. ruthlessly 
ratcheting down growth rates and stok- 
ing the foes of unemployment and so- 
cial unrest? Many of the plan’s critics, 
including senior U.S. Treasury offi- 
cials. think it is. 

They say the stiff requirements for 
joining the new currency, the Euro, are 
forcing European governments to ad- 
opt ruinously tight fiscal and monetary 
policies, which are totally inappropri- 
ate when growth is slowing and jobless 
totals rising. 

If governments were freed from the 
straitjacket of the Maastricht treaty, 
which set the strict criteria for the Euro, 
they could switch to expansionary 
policies that would start reducing un- 
employment. the continent’s biggest 
economic and political problem. 

There are at least three things wrong 
with this analysis: It gravely under- 
estimates the consequences of 
abandoning the Euro; it overestimates 
the leeway governments would have to 
conduct alternative policies, and it ig- 
nores the real reasons for Europe’s 
current plight. 

High unemployment in Europe is 
mainly due to deep underlying causes, 
which include rigid labor markets, ex- 
cessive regulation and burdensome wel- 
fare systems. Tbe Maastricht meaty has 


precious little to do with it 

In fact, says a new study by UBS 
Global Research in London, “The ev- 
idence does not indicate that EU gov- 
ernments as a whole have adopted 
markedly tighter fiscal policies since 
tbe signing of the Maastricht treaiy" - 
four years ago. That’s actually one 
reason why they are now finding it so 
hard to meet the Maastricht criteria. 

Even if they try harder, however, 
they need not activate the deflation 
machine. The UBS study suggests the 
tight fiscal policies required^ for the 
single currency could lower growth 
rates by up to 1 .0 percent over the next 
two years. But it says much of that 
could be offset by easier monetary 
policy without risking increased in- 
flation. 

What is more, the study adds, recent 
Irish and Danish experience suggests 
that fiscal tightening can actually stim- 
ulate growth, provided it includes a 
commitment to substantial long-term 
deficit reduction. That helps bring in- 
terest rates down and encourages con- 
sumers to expect lower taxes. 

But doesn’t Maastricht mean that 
European countries have to keep in- 
terest rates higher than economically 
desirable to keep their currencies in 
line with the Deutsche mark? 

Not so fast, says J. Paul Horae. Smith 
Barney's international economist in 
Paris, who points out that short-term 
interest rates are higher in Britain, Italy, 
Spain and Sweden, where currencies 
are not tied to tbe mark, than in France, 


which maintains the link to the mark. 

“A Maastricht-less European Uni- 
on” would suffer currency turbulence 
thar would split the weak -currency 
countries, probably including France, 
even further from the Deutsche mark 
zone, Mr. Home says. That way lies 
intra-European trade protectionism, 
probably soon followed by capital and 
exchange controls. 

Delaying or abandoning Maastricht 
would also remove the main incentive 
for governments to reduce their budget 
deficits, reform their social security 
systems and revamp their labor mar- 
kets. all of which will be necessary 
with or without the Euro. 

The Euro should actually make it 
easier, according to Michel Camdes- 
sus, managing director of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, With “one 
very strong currency to anchor mac- 
roeconomic policy,” he said in a recent 
speech. Europe would enjoy an in- 
creasingly dynamic interna) market, 
more trade with the rest of the world, 
higher savings and investment and 
lower interest rates. 

That should "help Europe return to 
the solid growth and higher employ- 
ment of earlier years." the trick is to 
get from here to there. 

Hie irony, according to the UBS 
study, is that both the short- and long- 
run costs to European growth may be 
higher if governments attempt to 
"muddle through" rather than to un- 
dertake decisive efforts to cut deficits 
and debt levels. 


surprised by the revision for 1996. 
Government officials had been hint- 
ing for months that growth could be 
considerably lower than the 2.8 per- 
cent originally forecast. Already this 
year the government has frozen 20 
billion francs of public spending in 
anticipation of the weaker figure. 

Leading forecasting institutes 
have already revised downwards 
their estimates of growth this year. 
Many of them expect the economy 
to grow by 1 .3 percent. 

"Nobody wiu dispute the 1 .3 per- 
cent figure.” said Jane Edwards, 
senior international economist at 
Lehman Brothers in London. ‘T 
would say there is even a risk on the 
upside; growth could be a little bet- 
ter than that in 1996.” 


1 '.fiijili J lii i V^M^h.fHltiirufifk'. 

EINDHOVEN. Netherlands — 
Philips Electronics NV said 
Monday that it expected a "sub- 
stantial drop” in its net profit for the 
first quarter due to falling semi- 
conductor earnings and weakness in 
consumer electronics. 

The shares of Europe’s largest 
electronics maker plunged, dosing 
7.20 guilders, or 1 1 percent, lower at 
59 guilders. 

"The news itself is not that sur- 
prising. but the magnitude is." said 
Steven Vrolijk of ING Barings, 

“It’s a tough firs! quarter and we 
are going to have to move hell and 
high water to make up for it in the next 
nine months." said Dudley Eustace, 
Philips's chief financial officer. 

Philips’s consumer-electronics 
problems mirror those of other 
European companies and reflect the 
decline in the PC-related semicon- 
ductor business. 

Jan D. Timmer, Philips' outgoing 
president and chief executive of- 
ficer. told shareholders at the annual 
meeting that the company would do 
its “utmost" to prevent full -year net 
earnings falling below the 1995 fig- 
ure of 2.68 billion guilders <SJ.o3 
billion) he fore items. 

"We are suffering, in Europe in 
particular, from a reluctance to buy 
among the public." he said. "They 
prefer to save tlieir money instead of 
spending it on elecuonics." 

Analysts said they were more 
alarmed by the company's an- 
nouncement of declining profitab- 
ility at its semiconductor business 
because of falling demand from the 
personal computer industry. 

Philips' semiconductor "and com- 
ponents division was its biggest 
earner last year, generating about 54 
percent of the company's 4.04 billion 
guilders in operating profit. 

"It is generally known that these 
rwo sectors are sensitive to move- 
ments in the economic cycle." Mr. 
Timmer said, ialking about semi- 
conductors and components. “We 
think that these cyclical movements 
will be less severe than they have 


been in the past. That's also the 
general opinion in the industry." 

Philips’ consumer electronics 
earnings fell to 1 18 million guilders 
last year from 449 million guilders 
□s its Grundig AG unit in Germany 
remained unprofitable. 

“All of this is due to the market.’ ' 
Asaiho van Hilst. an analyst with 
Dutch brokerage Amstgeld said. 
"Especially in consumer electron- 
ics. Joe Consumer is keeping his 
savings liquid.” 

iBIuumhcrg, Reiners) 

Interest Income 
Lifts Cariplo Profit 

t. . ffyn/, 1 / Ai 1 .U tf /V. atf fe-i 

MILAN — Cassa di Rispamtio 
Della Provincie Lombarde SpA said 
Monday that improved lending and 
trading profit lifted its earning 
nearly 79 percent last year. 

The bank, known as Cariplo, said 
1995 profit rose to 341 billion lire 
IS217.8 million) from 190 billion in 
1994. Gross operating profit rose 
nearly 12 percent, to 1.93 trillion lire. 
Interest income rose 13 percent, to 
3.31 trillion lire. 

Cariplo is not a publicly traded 
company. The bank is scheduled to 
be sold to private investors later this 
year by the foundation that owns it. 

Cariplo' s board proposed a total 
dividend payout of 1223 billion 
lire. The bank's assets were 133.84 
trillion lire, nearly 4 percent above 
the 1994 level. 

The bank said Monday it had ap- 
pointed Lehman Brothers as financ- 
ial adviser to make the prelimtnary 
examinaiions connected with its 
projected flotation. 

The company pulled plans for a 
partial flotation of its stock in the 
summer of 1994. blaming adverse 
market conditions for the decision. 

Cariplo, Italy's second-largest 
savings hank, last year failed in its 
attempt to buy Credito Romagnolo 
SpA. t Bloomberg, Reiners, AFX l 


CURRENCY & INTEREST RATES 


This announcement appears as a matter of record only 

USD 20,000,000- 

Finance Facility 

for 

Industrial Expansion Project 

of 

PADMA TEXTILE MILLS LIMITED 

A BIXIWjD Company 

A Public Limited Company Listed on the Dhaka Stock Exchange, Bangladesh 
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Arco to Invest With Lukoil 


OxfyJfJ bri~hrSL$t'Tm Oiifw* hn 

NEW YORK — Atlantic Rich- 
field Co. said Monday it would take 
a A6 percent stake in an oii-and-gas- 
deveiopment project with Lukoil. 
Russia's biggest oil company. 

The agreement, signed in Moscow 
last week, calls for Arco to provide 
most of the financing for the S3 
billion project over the next 1 0 yeans. 
The project calls for exploration in 
Russia and other areas of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States. 

Arco also said it would probably 
bid for some portion of a Lukoil 
ottering of convertible bonds 
scheduled for Friday. AO Lukoil 
Holding will issue 140.000 bonds 
against 3 percent of its shares. 


The minimum price for each 
bond is 4.5 million rubles (5928) 
and each bond will be convertible 
into 170 shares in the company on 
the first working day after April 5. 

Oil industry sources said last 
week that a foreign company was 
set to take a large stake in Lukoil, 
but they would not name the con- 
cern. 

A single foreign investor sold 3.3 
percent of Lukoil’s shares last week 
through a Swedish stockbroker, but 
the Russian company said it did not 
know who the seller was. The 23.S 
million shares, priced at 55-50 each, 
were sold to international institu- 
tional investors. 

The broker, Alfred Berg, said all 


the shares had been convened to 

American depositary receipts. 

Lukoil has an estimated market 
value of $3 billion. It is 39 percent 
owned by the Russian government. 

( Knight -Ridder. Bloomberg) 

■ Digicoo and Veritas in Deal 

Digicon Inc., which acquires 
seismic data used to search for oil 
and natural gas, said Monday it 
agreed to a $72.3 million stock- 
swap merger with its Canadian 
competitpr, Veritas Energy Ser- 
vices Inc., Bloomberg Business 
News reported from Houston. 

The combined company would be 
known as Veritas DGC Inc. The deal 
is expected to close by July 31. 
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Investcorp Wakes Up to Simmons 


Source; Bloomberg. Reuters 


Inomalu.'aal Hcr-Hil Tnhusc 


Very briefly: 


• Time Warner Inc. plans to sell Si billion in preferred stock 
linked to its Time Warner Entertainment venture and use 
' the proceeds to reduce its debt load. The sale does not directly 
affect Time's dispute with U S West Inc^ its partner in the 
. entertainment operations. 

•Mobil Corp. expects to save $1.3 billion in 1997 through 
firings and restructuring. 


Bloomhcrq Business JVe» i 

NEW YORK — Investcorp is leading a group that 
will buy 85 percent of Simmons Co., the United States' 
.second-largest bedmaker, for S260 million. 

The Bahrain-based investment firm said the Sim- 
mons stock was acquired from Merrill Lynch Capital 
Partners Inc. and from the employee stock ownership 
plan of Simmons for $250 million. The new owners also 
assumed $10 million in Simmons debt. 

■ T think they'll look fora way to make the investment 
grow, and Simmons will become public." said Bud 
Bugatch, an analyst at Raymond James & Associates. 

Investcorp did not disclose how much it was in- 
vesting and how much was coming from Simmons 
managers. Simmons makes Beautvrest and BackCare 
mattresses, among other brands. 

Christopher O'Brien, a member of Investcorp's man- 


CMr&tbytoatfTrtH.Oapmtba 
NEW YORK - U.S. stocks 
were mixed on Monday as rail and 
computer shares dropped amid - 
signs that business was rasas good 
as had been expected- 
S hares of railroad companies 
backtracked after Wisconsin Cen- 
tral Transportation said first- 
quarter earnings would be disap- 
pointing. partly because shipments 
of chemical and grain products fell.. 
Investors hoped a rebounding eco- 
nomy would cause a pick-up in 
shipping traffic and boost the com- 
panies' earnings. 

“Wisconsin Central’s announce- 
ment put a drag on the rails.” said 
Michael Bird, senior vice president 
at Robert W. Baird & Co. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age dosed up 7.22 points, at 
- c . 5 643.86. but declining shares 
agement committee, said: “The acquisition of Sim- g^g^iy outnumbered advancing 
mens is consistent with our investment philosophy — shf^s 

focusing on companies possessing a recognized brand But tbe technology-rich Nasdaq 
with a strong strategic position and an excellent man- index slumped 15.14 

agement team.” ■ * 

Since its creation in 1982. closely held Investcorp has 
arranged more than 50 acquisitions worth $7 billion. Its 
net profit in 1995 rose 58 percent to $70.3 million. 

Investcorp bought Tiffany & Co. for $135-5 million 
in 1984, selling it three years a later. 

It recently filed with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission to take Saks Fifth Avenue public with the 
sale of $300 million in stock. It also plans to sell its 51 
percent stake in Gucci Group NV to the public in a 
transaction valued at about $1.14 billion. 

Simmons's revenue in 1995 was $490 million, up 
from $391 million in 1 993, Investcorp said. 


slumped % to 48. 



• AT&T Corp. will sell a package of satellite entertainment 
programs and equipment through marketing agreements with 

* DirecTV Inc. and United States Satellite Broadcasting Co. 

• Rockefeller Center Properties Inc. shareholders approved 
the SI .2 billion sale of the company to a group of investors led 
by Goldman, Sachs & Co. and David Rockefeller. Btomber t; 

Weekend Box Office 

The Associated Press 

■LOS ANGELES — “The Birdcage' - dominated the U.S. box 
.office over the weekend, with a gross of $13.7 milli on. 
Following are the Top 10 American cinema moneymakers, 
based on Friday's ticket sales and estimated sales for Saturday 
and Sunday. 


Beef Scare Weakens British Pound 
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NEW YORK — The pound pos- 
ted its biggest one-day drop against 
the dollar in six months amid con- 
cern the British economy might suf- 
fer after more than 20 countries 
banned imports of British beef. 

Last week, the British government 
said 10 sufferers of a rare brain dis- 
ease probably caught it from con- 
taminated beef. Investors feared the 
scare might hurt the popularity of the 
Conservative government which has 
just a small majority in Parliament 

The pound dosed at SI 5220. 
down from $1.5365 Friday. 

The dollar fell against the yen. 
meanwhile, as fading tensions be- 
tween China and Taiwan reduced 


the appeal of the U.S. currency as a 
haven. In late trading, tbe dollar to 
106.165 yen from 106.S75 yen. 

“The tension has been taken out 
of the China-Taiwan situation, and 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

that has brought dollar-yen down.” 
said Karl HaQigan, currency trader 
at CIC Bank in New York. 

The dollar was underpinned 
against other currencies by strong 
Treasury bond pices. The price of 
the benchmark 30-year issue closed 
up 27/32 point at 92 15/32. taking 
tbe yield down to 6 _57 percenr from 
6.65 percent Friday. 

Bonds were lifted by signs in a 


report from the National Associ- 
ation of Realtors that housing prices 
had crested, easing the threat of in- 
flation. 

Prices also were underpinned by 
comments from the financier 
George Soros, who said the upward 
correction in U.S. interest rates had 
“probably largely run its course.” 

‘ ‘I would be surprised, and would 
lose some money, if interest rates 
went over 7 percent.” Mr. Soros 
said. 

The dollar edged up to 1.4785 
Deutsche marks from 1.4763 DM 
Friday, but it slipped to 5.0615 
French francs from 5.0650 and to. 
1.1922 Swiss francs from 1.1935. 

( Bloomberg , AP, Knight-Ridder ) 


points, to 1,087.09. surrendering an 
earlier gain. 

Among other railroad shares, 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe fell 
2 H to 8216 and Norfolk Southern 
slumped I# to 84%. 

The Dow Jones transportation in- 
dex fell 27.05 points, to 2,170.62. 

Computer issues tumbled amid 
reports that companies are buying 
fewer computers and related equip- 
ment as they focus on other capital- 
spending needs. 

Last week. Digital Equipment 
warned that this quarter’s earnings 
and sales of personal computers 
were below Wall Street estimates 
expectations. 

Concern that earnings from com- 
puter-related companies may be 
disappointing this quarter was sup- 
ported by Micros Systems, the 
maker of computers for hotels, 
which tumbled 25% to 25. It said 
quarterly profit would fell because 
of lower-than-expected earnings 
from recent acquisitions, causing its 
stock to plummet 

“It seems like there are one or 
two disappointments in that group 
every day now,” said Peter Keane, 
a money manager at Sovereign Ad- 
visors. “We periodically have 
strength only to find it’s a brief lull 
in what’s otherwise a downtrend.” 

Intel fell % to 55%, Microsoft 
slipped 1% to 99% and Oracle 


ccivemmem 

hon. Meanwhile, ^ 

Pttts to report a net 

ofSwn $2.7 
pared wife earnings of 

year ago-Anatysts had e'pe«ed the 
«*n&Sny to break even. . 

Tempering the losses. ,n *®**“ 
rete-sensitive tank and urauy 
shares rose as bond yields fell. 

Signs that the economy ’s espanswn 

is moderate enough to prevent in- 
flation from accelerating helped 
bonds gain. 

NationsBank rose % to 78 % and 
JP. Morgan climbed l to $4%. 

Keeping Stocks from 
far was demand for shares 
money managers who are tinkering 
with their portfolios ahead of the 
first quarter's end this Friday. Mu- 
tual funds report to investors on a 
quarterly basis, and money man- 
agers want to own stocks that have 
performed best during the last three 
months. 

US. STOCKS 

“You’ve got a lot of demand bin 
not much supply,” said Larry Rice, 
investment strategist for Josephth- 
al, Lyons & Ross. 

Drug stocks fell, with Merck eas- 
ing l to 6216 after it warned doctor . 
last week of potentially serious 
stomach irritations associated with 
its Fosamax drug for osteoporisis. 

Cardiovascular Diagnostics rose 
V* to 10% after fee maker of dia- 
gnostic testing products said its test 
to monitor the effectiveness of anti- 
blood dotting drugs received clear- 
ance from the U.S. government. 

Anixter International fell 214 to 
1616 after fee company said first- 
quarter sales and earnings would be 
below analysts’ estimates. The net- 
working and cabling company cited 
slower growth, most noticeable in 
North America. 

Simula rose 4 to 1914 after fee 
transportation-safety technology 
developer said it was selected by an 
undisclosed’’ major auto manufac- 
turer” to complete fee development 
of new safety products using its 
inflatable restraint technology. 

( Bloomberg . AP) 
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